Name: ____________________________________


Survivor Testimony Viewing Worksheet
Instructions: Each survivor experienced the events of the Holocaust differently depending on their age, their geographic location, their family, unique circumstances and especially luck. As you view this survivor’s personal account, complete the questions that are relevant to his/her story. Note that not all questions will be addressed in all testimonies.
Prewar Life

1. How religiously observant was the survivor’s family? Did the survivor mention specific examples of practicing his/her religion?
2. Where was this survivor born? 
3. What was this survivor’s family structure?
4. What education did this survivor receive before the Nazi takeover of his/her country?
Antisemitism

5. Did this person experience antisemitism before his/her country was occupied? If so, how did he/she experience it?

6. How did this person experience antisemitism after the Nazi occupation of his/her country?

Implementation

7. What does this person say he/she knew about Nazis before their country was occupied?

8. What did this person know about his/her own national politics?

9. When did the Nazis occupy this person’s country? His/her hometown?

10. How did things change for this person with Nazi occupation?

1933-1939 – Limited Solution – only relevant for German Jews
11. What legal restrictions were placed on Jews in this person’s location?

12. How did this person experience/deal with these restrictions?

13. Who imposed the legal restrictions? Who enforced the legal restrictions?

14. How did the legal restrictions affect this person’s life? His/Her family?

15. Did this person experience any pivotal events during this period? Why are these events important to this person?

1939-1941 – Situational Solutions

17. Was this person in a ghetto? Where?

18. If this person was not ghettoized, where was he/she during the Nazi occupation and how was his/her family living?

19. If this person was ghettoized, describe the conditions this person experienced in the ghetto.

· Was his/her family together? For how long?

· Did he/she work?

· How did he/she eat? How much?

· Did he/she go to school? 
· Did he/she celebrate religious holidays/ceremonies?

20. Did this person experience German terror in the form of shootings, deportation, etc? If so, explain how.
21. How long was this person in this situation?

1941-1945 – Final Solution

22. When and how was this person deported?

23. To where was he/she deported?

24. To which kind of camp (labor, concentration or death) was he/she initially deported?

25. What was the process when this person arrived at the camp?

26. How many camps did he/she experience? Which ones?
27. What does this person know about what happened to his/her family?

Personal Responses

28. Did the person develop a network of friends and support? If so, where was that network formed and did the other people survive?

29. Did this person attempt to resist Nazi policy or aggression in some way? How did he/she resist?

30. What pivotal decisions did the person make?

· Did these decisions change his/her situation? For better or for worse?

· Did these decisions have an impact on anyone besides themselves?

31. What role did luck play in this person’s survival? List specific instances.
Non-Jewish Responses

32. How did this person’s non-Jewish countrymen treat him/her and his/her family?

33. Who were the perpetrators in this person’s experience?

34. Did any non-Jew attempt to help this person? If so, how? Were they successful?

Liberation and Aftermath

35. When and where was this person liberated? By which army/country?

36. What was this person’s physical condition upon liberation?

37. Where did this person go once liberated?

38. Did this person locate any surviving family members or friends?

39. Did this person ever live in a displaced person camp? What was his/her experience there?

40. How did this person make their way to the United States? 
41. How did this person end up in Kansas City?

42. Describe his/her post-Holocaust life?

Specific Circumstance: In Hiding and/or Rescue
How was this person, or his/her family, proactive in their own rescue? Consider what preparations, arrangements, and decisions these people made. 
Was this person, or his/her family, assisted by non-Jews? How?
Specific Circumstance: Emigration from Europe
How was this person, or his/her family, proactive in their departure from Europe? Consider what preparations, arrangements, and decisions these people made. 

In what year was this person able to escape from Europe? What does this tell you about the window of opportunity for leaving Europe?

Specific Circumstance: Resistance

In what ways did this person actively involve themselves in resistance against the Nazis? This could include armed resistance, being a member of the underground, smuggling food into the ghetto, or any other activity that was forbidden by the Nazis.
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