Name: ____________________________________


Primary Source Enrichment Activities for the Witnesses to the Holocaust Archive
European Jewry

Link to the USHMM photo archives (http://www.ushmm.org/research/collections/photo/- click on Search Online Catalog). Enter the word ‘Eisiskes’ in the search field. Analyze photo 39202 and two additional photographs of your choosing, listing them by number. What do these photographs tell you about the Jewish community in Eisiskes? Consider religious assimilation, family, geography, education, and any markers of culture you feel are relevant.

Photo # 39202:
Photo # ________:

Photo # ________:

Antisemitism:

Read The Giftpilz, an antisemitic children’s book published in Germany. (http://www.mchekc.org/PDFFiles/DerGiftpilzBook.pdf)
How are Jews depicted? 

How are non-Jews depicted?

Which stereotypes can you identify? 

Germany:
Analyze the Pre-1933 Nazi Posters (http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/posters1.htm) and the Nazi Posters, 1933-1945 (http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/posters2.htm) from the German Propaganda Archive. 

Based on your observations of these posters, what can you determine about the type of society the Nazis were attempting to form? 

Who was allowed to be a part of the new society and who was outside? 

How do you know this from the visual evidence?

The Limited Solution - Legal Assault on German Jews, 1933-1939:

Read this translation of the Nuremberg Laws (http://www.mchekc.org/PDFFiles/Documents%20for%20Educators/Nuremberg%20Laws.pdf). 

What are the three Nuremberg Laws (please summarize each):

What were the objectives of the Nazis’ legal assault on the German Jews? 

What effects did this have on the German Jewish community?

The Situational Solution - Ghettos, 1939-1944:

Watch the Give Me Your Children: Voices from the Lodz Ghetto video which relies on primary source documentation. (http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/lodz/video/). 

Describe in detail least four conditions that existed in the ghettos. Consider what characterized daily life and what inhabitants of the ghetto dealt with/overcame/faced.
Describe at least four ways in which the community and/or young people attempted to normalize their lives in the ghetto. Consider the actions of the ghetto leadership and individual young people.

The Situational Solution - Ghettos, 1939-1944:

Read the excerpt of the Dawid Sierakowiak Diary in Images from the Holocaust: A Literature Anthology (pages 117-135). Describe in detail at least four conditions that existed in the ghettos. Consider what characterized daily life and what inhabitants of the ghetto dealt with/overcame/faced.
The Final Solution, 1941-1945:

Look through the Auschwitz Album (http://www1.yadvashem.org/exhibitions/album_auschwitz/10-13.html). The USHMM definition tells us that the Holocaust was the state-sponsored and systematic persecution and annihilation of the Jews. What do you see in this material that supports that claim? Be specific.
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