TEACHER ANSWER KEY


Internet-Based Enrichment Activities for 
the Witnesses to the Holocaust Archive
Limited Solution: 1933-1939:

View the online exhibition Kristallnacht: The November 1938 Pogroms (http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/kristallnacht/)
Why did the Nazis confiscate synagogue records before they burned them?

German Jews were a highly assimilated community. The Nazis didn’t know who was Jewish and who wasn’t, but synagogue records allowed them to compile an extensive list of members of the German Jewish Community
What was the financial impact of Kristallnacht on the German Jewish community?

· Jews who were arrested had to promise to turn their businesses over to “Aryans” to get out of the concentration camps.
· Insurance payments meant to reimburse Jewish home and business owners whose property was destroyed was confiscated by the Reich. 

· An “atonement fee” of 1 Billion Reichmark was leveled against the community.
What were the barriers to Jewish emigration from Germany following Kristallnacht?

· Forced to leave their wealth in Germany but not allowed into other countries unless they could prove that they could support themselves.
· Worldwide unemployment 

· Antisemitism, xenophobia

· Beginning of WWII closed borders
Situational Solutions: Ghettos and Einsatzgruppen
View the online exhibition Hidden History of the Kovno Ghetto (http://www.ushmm.org/kovno/). 

Were the Nazis the only perpetrators in Kovno? If not, who else participated in the persecution and murder of Lithuania’s Jews? Cite your evidence.
Many Lithuanians greeted Germans as liberators from Soviet occupation. Some of these were involved in “partisan” activities and were complicit in or fully responsible for the murders of Lithuanian Jews.
What does this tell you about response of some non-Jewish nationals to German occupation of their country?

Nazis met antisemitic collaborators in every country they entered. They happily utilized these people in their war against the Jews, thus cutting the demands on their own manpower in a time of war.
What was the role of the Einsatzgruppen in Lithuania?
The first phase of killing in Lithuania was not through ghettoization, but rather the shooting deaths of Jews by the Einsatzgruppen. After the front moved through and the Einsatzgruppen move with it, ghettos were established for the few Jews left. The Einsatzgruppen then returned to carry out killing operations from the ghetto.
Describe in detail least four conditions that existed in the ghetto. Consider what characterized daily life and what inhabitants of the ghetto dealt with/overcame/faced.
1. forced labor assignments for everyone over 16
2. starvation, disease, overcrowding leading to high death rates.
3. terror – both individual and aimed at the community. Others were deported for slave labor.
4. attempts to maintain Jewish identity, religious practices, etc.
Non-Jewish Responses to the Holocaust:

Fewer than ½ of 1% of non-Jewish Europeans did anything to assist Jews during the Holocaust. Given how rare acts of rescue were, when they did happen, they were all the more extraordinary. The Jewish Foundation for the Righteous has identified 8 character traits that they believe exemplify the spirit of non-Jewish rescuers in the Holocaust. Read the personal profiles for at least two of the characteristics (below). 

Compassion - http://www.jfr.org/site/DocServer/jfrrescuepdfrcompassion.pdf?docID=172

Integrity - http://www.jfr.org/site/DocServer/jfrrescuepdfrintegrity.pdf?docID=173

Cooperation - http://www.jfr.org/site/DocServer/jfrrescuepdfcooperation.pdf?docID=168

Moral Leadership - http://www.jfr.org/site/DocServer/jfrrescuepdfmoraleadership.pdf?docID=171

Courage - http://www.jfr.org/site/DocServer/jfrrescuepdfcourage.pdf?docID=169

Self Sacrifice - http://www.jfr.org/site/DocServer/jfrrescuepdself-sacrifice.pdf?docID=177

Ingenuity - http://www.jfr.org/site/DocServer/jfrrescuepdfingenuity.pdf?docID=170

Social Responsibility - http://www.jfr.org/site/DocServer/jfrrescuepdfsocialresponsibility.pdf?docID=175

List the rescuer’s name and character trait, and summarize (at least one paragraph) how each of those individuals reacted to their situation and what informed their choices to become rescuers. 

Liberation and Aftermath:
View the online exhibition Life Reborn (http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/dp/) paying particular attention to displaced persons camps. Describe 4 specific ways the survivors worked to rebuild their lives. Describe at least 2 ways the world dealt with what they found in Europe (consider the military, the Allies, the former Axis).
Ways the survivors worked to rebuild their lives:
Answers may include but are not limited to:

· Regain health

· Look for family

· Education

· Rebuild Jewish cultural and social organizations

· Marry

· Have children

· Emigration

Ways the world dealt with what they found in Europe:

Answers may include but are not limited to:

· DP camps

· IMT and subsequent Nuremberg Trials

· Eichmann Trial

· Formation of UN

· 1948 Convention on Genocide

· Catholic Church aiding Nazis in flight from Europe

· Corporations making restitution for slave labor through Claims Conference
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