Bosnia-Herzegovina

Where and When?
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Balkan Peninsula 

1992-1995

Who and Why?

Perpetrators:

· Primarily Bosnian Serbs (Orthodox Christians)

· Bosnian Croats (Catholics)

· Bosnian Muslims

· Serbian government led by Slobidan Milosevic

Victims:

· Primarily Bosnian Muslims who were targeted by both Serbs and Croats

· Bosnian Serbs and Croats targeted each other

· 200,000 people, many civilians, killed in conflict

Historical Context
· During World War II, Yugoslavia was invaded by Nazi Germany and was partitioned 
· Following Germany's defeat, Josef Tito reunified Yugoslavia - merging together Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia, Serbia, Montenegro, Macedonia, along with two self-governing provinces, Kosovo and Vojvodina
· A Serbian named Slobodan Milosevic rose to power after Tito’s death

· Yugoslavia dissolved into several wars of secession beginning in 1991

· In December of 1991, Bosnia and Herzegovina declared independence from Yugoslavia 

· Both the Croatian and Serbian presidents had planned to partition Bosnia 

· The Serbian minority, with the help of the Serbian Yugoslav army, took the offensive and laid siege, particularly on Sarajevo, and began its ruthless campaigns of ethnic cleansing, which involved the expulsion or massacre of Muslims 

· In 1992, Bosnian Serb forces began an ethnic cleansing campaign against Muslims living in eastern and western Bosnia

· Many non-Serbs, intellectuals, professionals, political leaders, and many other defenseless citizens were murdered

· Those not murdered were driven from their homes which were later systematically looted and destroyed

· Trucks were brought in to collect corpses which were dumped in hidden sites

· As many as 1 million Muslims in Bosnia were forced to leave their homes

· The Bosnian Serbs established numerous detention camps to confine non-Serbs to barbaric conditions

· The inmates were overcrowded, underfed, tortured, and murdered

· Sexual abuse against Muslim women was practiced on a widespread basis

· In the spring of 1993, the UN Security Council declared that Muslim enclaves (including Sarajevo, Goradze, and Srebrenica) in Serb controlled territory were to be safe areas, protected by UN peacekeepers to provide shelter to refugees who had fled “cleansed” areas

· An example:

· Serbian forces entered the safe area of Srebrenica on July 11, 1995, encountering no significant resistance from Muslim fighters or Dutch UN soldiers responsible for protecting the safe area – not a shot was fired 

· Women, children, and the elderly (more than 20,000 people) were put on buses and deported to Muslim controlled territory

· More than 7000 men and boys were then systematically slaughtered

How was the murder committed?
· Systematic roundups

· Mass shootings

· Forced repopulation of entire towns

· confinement in make-shift concentration camps for men and boys 
· using rape as a weapon against women and girls. 

Justice – Accountability for the Perpetrators
· The UN Security Council established Resolution 827, the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) to investigate war crimes, crimes against humanity, and genocide committed in the Yugoslav wars

· The ICTY has charged over 20 persons, all Serbs with the crime of genocide

· Bosnian Serb General Radislav Krstic was found guilty of genocide for his role in the mass executions at Srebrenica

· He was the first person to be convicted of genocide by an international tribunal in Europe

· The indictment for Slobidan Milosevic includes one count of genocide, one count of complicity with genocide, and an additional 27 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity arising from the conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina between 1992 and 1995
Source: A Century of Genocide edited by Samuel Totten, William Parsons and Israel Charny.
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