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Introduction

1. What camp was Ben in?

2. What reasons did Ben have for leaving his diary behind before being forced to a concentration camp?

3. When did the Nazi era take place?

4. What reasons could the author have for writing this book?

5. Why do you think Ben wrote things in the sand if they were to be blown away the next day?

6. What would you want people to remember about your life?  Explain.

Part I:  Chapter One

1. Why was September 8, 1939, important to the author?

2. Where is Ben’s family from?

3. What did Ben’s father give the Pole after dinner?  How did the Pole react to this?

4. Explain the term Ben uses for Volksdeutsche.  What does the brother of the Volksdeutsche say in his letters?

5. What was the Pole’s reasoning for wanting more money?  Name a misconception or stereotype that is in today’s society.

6. The father says, “No man should bow to another.”  Describe what is meant by Ben’s father’s comment.

Part I:  Chapter Two

1. What defense did the Polish government have people do to prepare for a German invasion?  How did Ben take part in the civil air defense?

2. How old was Ben during the events described in Chapter Two?

3. Describe the incident when Ben and his sister, Chaja, were walking home from the butcher’s.

4. What happened to Ben and Chaja on their way home from the bakery?

5. Why do you think the Poles and Hitler Youth wanted to humiliate Jewish people?

Part I:  Chapter Three

1. With whom did Tadeusz Kosciuszko fight side-by-side during the Revolutionary War?

2. Why would the Nazis first strip and rob the synagogues before destroying them?

3. Which part of the synagogue was left standing after it burned?

4. Why did the Jewish people reach and touch the large fragments of the walls?

5. Why did Ben’s principal call all of the teachers into his office?

6. Would it be a big deal if someone took away your right to a public education?  What about your rights to speak, write, or think in your native language?  Why, or why not?

7. What reasons would the Nazis have for enacting these laws?  How did it affect the Jewish people?

Part I:  Chapter Four

1. What did Ben’s dad consider valuable in his business?  

2. Why did Ben’s father send the furs to an aunt?

3. What happened to Warsaw on September 27, 1939?  What possible impact did this have on Ben and his family?

4. Describe what the Nazi's would do to Jewish businesses.

5. Why were the soldiers singing?  What day did it coincide with?

Part I:  Chapter Five

1. What did German soldiers wear on their armbands?

2. What did the Nazis “sell” to Jewish businesses?  What approach did the Nazis use to force Jewish-owned businesses to hang the “Führer’s picture”?

3. What did Jews have to do when meeting a German in the street?  Why do you think these laws were enacted?

4. Why do you think a German soldier treated Ben differently before knowing he was a Jew?

Part I:  Chapter Six

1. Before the invasion, where did Ben’s family sometimes go on Saturday nights?

2. How long was the family given to pack and move?  Why do you think the Nazis made the Jewish families leave?

3. Where did Ben’s family go after being evicted from their home?

4. Describe Ben and Jureks’ friendship.  How did it change?

5. What happened to the furniture left behind from the move?

6. Based on what you know, why do you think Jewish people were forced to wear yellow armbands?

Part I:  Chapter Seven

1. What happened to Piotrkowska Street?  What is the significance of renaming this street?  How did this impact Ben’s family?

2. What happened to Ronnie when he went back inside to get his wristwatch?

3. What happened to the possessions the Jews were carrying as they were marched through the streets?

4. Would you have felt guilty if you had not been with your family during the march?  Why or why not?  Explain.

5. Which sister did not participate in the march?  Why do you feel she felt deprived that she did not take part in the forced march?

Part II:  Chapter Eight

1. Who was chosen as Eldest of the Jews?  What duties did he have?

2. Finish this statement:  “It does not hurt less to be hit with a stick by a Jew than it does by a German …”  Explain what is meant by this statement.

3. What was the main purpose for putting Jews in ghettos?  What do you feel is the motive for the Nazis putting Jews in ghettos?

4. What was the “Geto Zeitung?”

Part II:  Chapter Nine

1. What happened to Jews who were caught not wearing the yellow armband or Star of David?  What was the reasoning behind using yellow material?

2. What did Ben sell for one Mark and fifty Pfennig in ghetto money?

3. Why did the Germans build a bridge between the two parts of the ghetto?  What was it a symbol of?

4. Describe Hershl.  Explain why Hershl’s father volunteered for a labor camp.

Part II:  Chapter Ten

1. Why was paper so important to some Jews in the ghetto?

2. What was Szlojme Bekerman’s crime and punishment?  What reasons could the German’s have had for giving him such a severe punishment?

Part II:  Chapter Eleven

1. Ben’s father was a veteran of WWI.  Which country did he serve, and what happened to end his service?

2. When Jakob Edelbaum received the letter from the Kripo, why did he think they wanted to talk to him?  

3. What usually happened to people called to the “Red House”?

Part II:  Chapter Twelve

1. What did Ben’s father ask of him before separating in the Kripo?

2. How many days was Ben’s father gone?  What was the first thing he said to Ben?

Part II:  Chapter Thirteen 

1. Describe the experience Jakob Edelbaum had in the Kripo.

2. What did the Kripo want from Jakob?

3. What demands did “Bruno” make of Jakob Edelbaum?  Did Jakob meet his demands?

Part II:  Chapter Fourteen

1. Explain how Esther and Szmulek met.

2. Describe what happened to Esther and her baby.

Part II:  Chapter Fifteen

1. What reasons did Ben and Chaja have for frequently visiting their aunt and uncle?

2. What would happen if the authorities had found out that Aunt Syma gave them bread?

Part II:  Chapter Sixteen

1. Elaborate on the friendship that Ben had with Sala.

2. What was the quota for the Aktions each day?  Discuss the effect the Aktions had on people in the ghettos.

3. Why were children and old people targeted during Aktions?

4. Explain the plan to hide Hershl.

Part II:  Chapter Seventeen

1. Why do you think Jakob Edelbaum yelled at his wife?

2. What conclusions can you draw from Sala’s parting remarks, “I love you!  I’m glad.”?

3. What was the final count of persons taken during the Aktion that ended Sept. 14, 1942?

4. Describe the condition of Sala’s parents when Ben met them in a DP camp in 1945.

Part II:  Chapter Eighteen

1. After the Aktion ended in Sept. 1942, which of Ben’s aunts and uncles were missing?

2. What task was Dawid assigned?

Part II:  Chapter Nineteen

1. Describe the transformation of the old wooden shack?

2. What did they do when it came time to say Kaddish?  Explain why the children were allowed to stay during Kaddish after the wooden shack became a synagogue.

Part II:  Chapter Twenty

1. What did the people who met in Mr. Blaugrund’s office do?  Why was this dangerous?

2. What important milestone did Ben reach in his life at the end of this chapter?

3. What conclusions can you draw from Mr. Blaugrund, and others, to risk his life to say the Kaddish?

Part III:  Chapter Twenty-One

1. Why was the position of “soup server” envied in the ghetto?

2. How many hours were in a work day?

3. Describe a typical “lunch” given to the Jewish workers.

Part III:  Chapter Twenty-Two

1. Describe the work that Ben did at his Ressort.

2. What could you infer from damage to the coats that came back for repair?

3. What did Ben’s group do to try to prevent or postpone the action from happening?  Did it work?

4.  Compare and contrast life at Heim to life in the ghetto.

Part III:  Chapter Twenty-Three

1. What is the significance of the Kaiser roll in this chapter?

2. Give examples of ways that hunger created tensions among ghetto residents.

Part III:  Chapter Twenty-Four

1. Describe the food cards each person was issued.

2. What did Ben’s family consider eating before getting horsemeat?

3. What was the importance of baby carriages?

4. Describe the circumstances that many families used to get an extra loaf of bread.

Part III:  Chapter Twenty-Five

1. What job did the “White Brigade” have?

2. Describe the process of “bleeding” the sacks of flour.

3. What happened to the group in the “White Brigade” when they were caught?

4. Name 3 other things that venders in the ghetto sold.  What did Ben sell?

5. What were Irises?  Describe them.

6. Who’s fault was it that the ration of potatoes were never given to the people of the ghetto?

Part IV:  Chapter Twenty-Six

1. Sketch a small diagram of what Ben’s family apartment looked like.

2. Explain the importance of Ben’s mother dividing the soup equally among the family.

3. What special treat did Ben’s mother make once a week?

4. Why did Ben cry before falling asleep after hearing his parent’s discussion?

5. Describe the other method to prepare a meal besides cooking in the apartment.

Part IV:  Chapter Twenty-Seven

1. Describe Ben’s plan to get wood from the house across the street.

2. How was he discovered?

3. Explain another method that Ben used to try to stay warm.

Part IV:  Chapter Twenty-Eight

1. What did Ben’s family do to try to rid themselves of lice? What was the importance of getting rid of the lice in their clothing?

2. Describe the procedures for killing lice.

3. Explain the Fekalists and their profession.

Part IV:  Chapter Twenty-Nine

1. Compare and contrast the “haves” and the “have-nots” in the ghetto.

Part IV:  Chapter Thirty

1. Explain the disease that Ben and his mother got.  Name two remedies that helped this impairment.

2. What did Ben’s mother do for work?

Part IV:  Chapter Thirty-One

1. Describe the Aktions in the spring of 1944.

2. Name some methods that Ben’s family used to try to keep from being selected during the Aktions.

3. What decision did Rachel make for herself and Hershl during the Aktion?

Part V:  Chapter Thirty-Two

1. What reasons did Hans Biebow give to explain the need to move everyone from the ghetto?

2. What was the family’s decision about who would go to Marysin and who would stay?  Explain the reasoning behind this decision? 

Part V:  Chapter Thirty-Three

1. How did Ben escape the ride to Marysin?

2. What happened to Ben after falling asleep? 

3. Describe the conditions in the boxcar.

4. How many people died on this trip?

5. Name the camp that Ben and his family were deported to.

Part V:  Chapter Thirty-Four

1. The sign on a wrought-iron gate in Auschwitz said, “Arbeit Macht Frei.”  What did it mean?

2. Who did Ben describe as  the “Canadian’s”?   Explain their job and fate.

3. Describe how Ben managed to stay with his father.

4. Why were Ben and his father not given regular prison uniforms and tattooed with a number?

Part V:  Chapter Thirty-Five

1. What do you think the Kapos meant when they told Ben and the others, “You’ll never leave here alive, the only way out of here is through the chimney”?

2. What were the rumors that Ben heard as to why one group of people were getting noticeably different treatment?

3. Explain the process of being fed? 

4. Describe what Ben and his father did all day at the camp.

5. Why did Ben have a new spark of hope for his mother and sisters?

Part V:  Chapter Thirty-Six

1.   In “Growing Up in the Holocaust”, what did Ben hear about Rumkowski coming to Auschwitz.

2. What did the “X” represent when the doctor examined the Jews?

3. What does Ben believe R.J.F. soap was made from?

4. Explain why, Ben and his father believe they were saved from the gas chamber.

5. Where were Ben and his father sent?

Part V:  Chapter Thirty-Seven 

1. What was the purpose for sending Ben and his father to Kaufering No. 4 with the other group of men?

2. The first day at Kaufering No. 4 began at 4:30 a.m.  How long did Ben and his father stand at attention until everyone was present and accounted for?

3. Describe what the camp would look like from above?  Explain why the Nazis would do this. 

3.  What happened to Ben’s father at the end of this chapter?

Part V:  Chapter Thirty-Eight

1. How did Ben evaluate the status of the Jews in the Germans’ eyes?

2. Explain the process of dividing the bread among 5 men.

3. Why did Ben have to stay in his barracks for four days? 

4. What happened to Ben’s father while in the camp?

Part V:  Chapter Thirty-Nine

1. What illness was Ben stricken with in which he had to be isolated from the other men for four weeks?

2. Explain what happened to Ben’s shoe.  What problems did this create? 

Part V:  Chapter Forty

1. Summarize Ben’s special “lunch secret.”

2. Describe some indications that Ben had of the war coming to an end.

3. What did Ben want to do before moving out of the camp?  Was he able to do it? 

Part V:  Chapter Forty-One

1. What happened to the 1500 men who were left in the camp?

2. Explain why the train never made it to Dachau.

3. Describe Ben’s escape from the death train.

4. What does it mean when Ben sees the tanks with the star driving by?

Part V:  Chapter Forty-Two

1. Describe how Ben got to the hospital.

2. What were the reasons for the American soldiers to guard the basement of the hospital? 

3. Describe Ben’s physical condition.

4. Explain why Ben was reluctant to leave the hospital?

5. What was the location of the D.P. camp that Ben was taken to?

Part VI:  Chapter Forty-Three

1. Who were Partizans and what was their job?

2. What was the original purpose of the barracks that Ben was placed in?

3. Explain why was it hard for Jews to go “home.”

4. Describe the process that the U.N.R.R.A. created to reunite families of survivors.

5. What method did the survivors in the D.P. camp create to communicate news?

6. What were the Nuremberg Trials?

Part VI:  Chapter Forty-Four

1. Tell how Chaja and Ben were reunited.

2. Explain how Chaja survived. 

3. What reasons did Ben and his sister have for moving to Zeilsheim?

Part VI:  Chapter Forty-Five

1. List the activities that were going on at Zeilsheim.

2. Who did Ben recognize at the dance?

3. Why would the Nazis have given bread to the prisoners and then told them it was poisoned? 

4. What is the relationship between Ben and Dora?

5. Explain Ben’s job at Kaufhaus.

6. What political and military leader did Ben meet while in the D.P. camp?

Part VI:  Chapter Forty-Six

1. Why was Ben sent to a hospital in Frankfurt/Main?

2. What did Ben’s parents think of America?

3. Where did Leo’s aunt and uncle live? 

4. What special events took place on October 5, 1946?

Part VI:  Chapter Forty-Seven

1. Why did Ben and Dora live separately after their marriage?

2. What was the first thing Ben and Dora would do after arriving in America? 

Part VI:  Chapter Forty-Eight

1. What caused fear in Ben during his trip to America?

2. How did Ben and Dora contact Chaja and Leo? 

3. What was the first thing the passengers saw when they reached the U.S.?

4. How old was Ben at this time?
