Growing Up In the Holocaust

Answers to Chapter Questions

Introduction

1. Auschwitz

2. He hung it on a mirror on a wall hoping someday someone would find it.

3. 1933-1945

4. Ben vowed he would tell the world of his sufferings and the sufferings of his people. He also wrote the book to speak for those survivors who are unable to speak about the Holocaust.

5. Possibly he wanted to remember everything and writing it down helped him remember.

6. Student response

Chapter 1

1. Ben saw Adolf Hitler. This day would impact him for the rest of his life.

2. Lodz, Poland

3. Five Zloty coins. The Pole removed his hat and thanked him.

4. Ben believes that Volksdeutsche is a person who lived in Poland but was born in Germany. (see teacher notes )

5. The Pole believed all Jews are rich and could afford to pay more than was originally asked.

6. Ben’s father felt that all men are created equal and one should not be superior over another.

Chapter 2

1. Black paper was to cover the windows.  No cigarettes were to be lit on the streets at night, no streetlights.   Ben went from yard to yard at dusk yelling, “Turn out the lights”.

2. 10 years old

3. The siren went off and Ben and Chaja were strafed by a dive-bomber.  A woman and her child were killed.

4. Hitler Youth stopped them and ruined the food. 

5. Student discussion.

Chapter 3

1. Polish patriot who fought side by side with George Washington.

2. Sell the gold and silver religious symbols for money.

3. Surrounding walls

4. The wall reminded every Jew of the Wailing Wall.

5. New law put into effect immediately, those who spoke German could stay, everyone else must leave. It was forbidden to teach Polish History, geography and language in schools.  

6. Student discussion.

7. Student discussion.

Chapter 4

1. 32 bundles of Karakul lamb

2. They thought it would be safer to send the skins to Warsaw and hide them with an aunt.  

3. Warsaw fell to the Nazis.  The skins that were so valuable were not safe.

4. The Nazis would empty all of the businesses stock, later they would arrest the Jewish owner and put a Volksdeutsche in his place as owner.

5. “Deutschland, Deutschland” The fall and surrender of Warsaw.

Chapter 5

1. Swastikas

2. Sold pamphlets with Nazi propaganda printed on it. They would sell the picture of the Fuhrer for 5 Reich marks.  They would threaten the owners.  Sometimes they would take things from the business and not pay.

3. A Jew had to bow a full ninety degrees if he did not he was stopped, questioned and slapped for being too familiar.  (Refer to Ben’s father and the Pole)

4. Jews were thought of as inferior.  

Chapter 6

5. Movies

6. Three or four hours to move

7. Aunt and Uncle 

8. Ben and Jurek played together before the occupation.  Jurek began to call Ben bad names and their friendship dwindled until they no longer spoke.

9. The Germans made deals with the caretakers that they could have whatever was left or whatever they could make the Jews leave.

10. Easily identified, embarrassment, humiliation….

Chapter 7

1. They changed the name to Adolf Hitler Strasse. Carried the threat of more antisemitism.

2. He was shot and killed.

3. They would drop them because they became too heavy.  The Poles would later come out of their homes and help themselves to the dropped possessions.

4. Student response

5. Esther; wanted to be with the family…

Chapter 8

1. Mordechaj Chaim Rumkowski- carry out all orders given by the Germans

2. …but the danger is absent if a Jew hits you.  The Jew does not necessarily want to kill you but make you do what they need you to do.  The German would just as soon you were dead. 

3. The Germans thought that they would cause strife among the Jews or envy and that the Jews would eventually kill each other off.  (See teachers notes on ghettos)

4. Ghetto Gazette (the ghetto newspaper)
Chapter 9

1. Shot to death- Could see yellow easily in the dark, Germans thought yellow was untrustworthy also provided an excellent target for trigger happy soldiers

2. Yellow patches for the Star of David

3. To the Jews it was a symbol of man’s hatred of man.

4. Hershl was physically handicapped and had to be carried in a buggy.  He was also exceptionally smart.  Leibl (Hershl’s father) could not stand seeing his wife and child suffer, he volunteered so he could send food and money.

Chapter 10

1. It meant revenge and retribution against the crimes perpetrated against the Jews and also to preserve the memory of the terrible conditions of the ghetto.

2. Crime- he stole pieces of leather scraps to make shoelaces for his shoes

Punishment-He was hanged to death

Reason- He was made an example of for stealing from the Reich

Chapter 11

1. Russia, shrapnel severed his right leg halfway between his knee and ankle.  The leg was set in a cast, but it made his right leg two inches shorter than his left, and he limped for the rest of his life.

2. He thought they might have found out he served for the Russian army. 

3. They hardly ever came back and when they did it was usually on a stretcher, sick, weak and beaten.

Chapter 12

1. Take care of his mother. 

2. Nine days.  “Did you take care of your Mother like I asked you to?”

Chapter 13

1. Beaten, put in a cell with others, threatened, made to promise to bring back German marks.

2. Money, gold, radio, furs

3. He wanted German marks; no

Chapter 14

1. Selling cigarettes

2. The Nazi’s came and took Esther and put her on a truck and drove off. The baby was thrown out of a window onto a waiting truck below.

Chapter 15

1. To eat bread

2. The Uncle and Aunt would have lost their privileges.

Chapter 16

1. Ben and Sala were friends who later had a more serious relationship.

2. 3000 people a day – Chaos, panic and constant fear

3. They were unproductive.  They ate food and were unable to work or produce anything valuable for the Germans.

4. Hershl was to hide in a sack of potatoes and not move.

Chapter 17

1. He was hurt and angry that the ghetto life had lowered their resistance to fight.

2. She was either speaking to her parents saying she was glad the struggle was over and she was happy or she was speaking to Ben and saying she was happy they had been together.

3. 15,859 people

4. They didn’t remember Ben and they had aged terribly, they chose to block out September 14, 1942 completely.

Chapter 18

1. His Aunts Syma and Aunt  Blima and Uncle Szlojme and their cousins Geniek ,  

Abraham, and Zenia

2. Clear the region of people which included his wife’s family.  

Chapter 19

1. Scrubbed the walls and mopped the floors, nailed down some loose boards.  They  also built a pulpit and a Torah ark.

2. Children were allowed to participate. There was not a single human being living in the ghetto who at this time had not lost at least one relative in his immediate family.

Chapter 20

1. Say Kaddish.  They could be killed or deported.

2. Bar Mitzvah

3. That they felt the need to answer to their conscience and God for all their deeds. 

Chapter 21

1. Soup server was well fed and could feed others for favors.

2. Ten hours

3. Thin and watery soup with no meat or bread and not many vegetables.

Chapter 22

      1. Made coats for the Germans at the front.  Repaired coats that had been damaged at  

          the front during battles.

      2. That someone had been killed or injured during a battle.

3.   They made a fur coat for Frau Biebow. Yes

4. Heim – fresh air, good food, clean beds, more bread per day, five course dinners, four meals a day, milk, beef and fresh fruit every morning Ghetto- less bread, watery soup, unsanitary conditions, hard work, no fruit, milk, etc.

Chapter 23

1. Ben is suffering from malnutrition and starvation and he dreams of a time when he  

      wasted food.

Some people argued about rations among family members and were unable to ration food for the week

Chapter 24

1. The card had a name and place of employment.  Numbers for grocery items and  

       produce items. Women and girls had pink cards.  

2. Killing and cooking rats

3. Baby carriages could be used to grow gardens in and you could bring it inside and protect it from thieves.

4. If someone died the family would hid the corpse and then get their ration card for food. 

Chapter 25

1. Group of men from the ghetto who would unload sacks of flour from the depot and 

      deliver them to assigned bakeries.

2. They had a gadget that they would poke into the weave of the flour sack and funnel out some flour of each sack into their pockets.  Then they would rub the sacks and make the hole disappear. 

3. They were sent to Auschwitz.

4. saccharin tablets, irises, rations of food-Ben sold saccharin tablets

5. Chunks of hard candy something like taffy wrapped in colorful paper twisted at the ends

6. Delay and irresponsible actions on the part of the ghetto leaders 

Chapter 26

1. Sketch- one window facing east. Along one wall are two beds standing end to end.  Against the opposite wall is another bed.  On the wall hangs a small rectangular mirror.  To the right of the front door stands a tiny stove and next to it is a sink with hot and cold faucets.  To the left of the door there is a small drop-leaf table and three chairs.

2. Everyone felt they had equal share. 

3. She fried burgers from the coffee grounds and beet tops with a little baking soda and salt.  

4. Ben had not realized how much they loved him and how much anguish they suffered because of him.

5. There was a communal gas kitchen where consumers brought vegetables and a pot.  Gas and water were provided for a fee. 

Chapter 27

1. Ben was going to take pieces of a fence and then decided to use the furniture in the abandoned house as wood.  He was hoping that no one would find out it was abandoned.  

2. Ben was discovered putting a piece of wood back on the fence.

3. Ben used furniture in their house.  He broke off table legs and used window frames.

Chapter 28

1. Every evening the family would go through all of their clothes and look for lice.  Lice carried diseases such as typhus.

2. Position the louse between thumbnails and crush it.

3. The Fekalists empty the outhouse of fecal waste.  Four men – two to pull and two to push a wagon.  Sometimes whole families including children were Fekalists.  The excrement splashed over the wagon onto the people.  They all eventually contracted tuberculosis and typhoid fever.  

Chapter 29

1. Have-nots – Meager food rations, old, dirty, loose-fitting clothes, oversized and often infested with lice.  Anything was acceptable in the way of head-gear that kept them warm.  The long top coat was worn all year around because they did not have enough fat on their body to keep them warm.  Foot coverage was old leather shoes filled with paper or rags to plug up holes, or wooden shoes.  String or wire where substituted for shoestrings.  Sometimes foot rags stayed on the feet permanently.  Usually carried a tin plate or pot and a spoon attached with a piece of wire, which was attached at the belt.  The person’s face was almost that of a living corpse, eyes were sunken above the cheekbones and had a glassy look to them.  

Haves – had power in the ghetto.  They were called Szyszki.  They worked a food depots or had friends or relatives working there.  Were able to receive special allotments on food, fuel, clothing and services at the expense of the have-nots.  Social and moral standards were very low.  Some women used sex to improve their  lot.  Men wore light-colored sun visor type hats, dark three quarter length well tailored jackets with wide lapels and a waistband in back.  Gray colored riding britches and black military boots.  Women wore excessive makeup and dressed like the men except instead of britches they wore long skirts.   

Chapter 30

1. Odwapnienie Kosci, Mineral oil (Vigantol) shots and exercise the joint impaired.

2. She hooked rugs to be sent to Germany.

Chapter 31

1. 150 Jews a day had to be deported. Rumkowski made a deal to use the Sonder to 

from house to house and weed out all the children, disabled and old people.

2. Took a piece of raw meat and rubbed it on Mother’s lips to make her look healthy. Ben practiced standing on his toes to look taller and older. 

3. Rachel killed Hershl and then threw herself out the window.  

Chapter 32

1. The Russians are coming and the ghetto residents are no longer safe. 

2. Ben would stay and everyone else would go.  If the family died at least a son would survive to carry on the family name. 

Chapter 33

1. He joined his family on the trolley and then jumped off during the ride.  

2. He was found by a soldier and a dog and taken to the boxcars.

3. People were standing up and leaning on each other, there was a large steel drum with coffee in it placed in the center of the car.  People began to eat the bread and sugar that was given to them.  100 people in a boxcar with a narrow slot-like window near the top of the car.  It was very hot and humid in the car. After 2 hours people needed to go to the bathroom but there wasn’t one.  The food gave some people diarrhea and cramps.  Other people overate and died.   

4. Approximately, 40 people of the 100 in the boxcar died.

5. Auschwitz

Chapter 34

1. Work will set you free.

2. Ben felt the Canadians were people selected by the SS to help maintain the activities and keep order. They were told that after 6 months they would be put in the gas chambers and a new crew would be chosen.  In exchange they got plenty to eat and drink, cigarettes and liquor.  (see teacher’s notes)

3. Ben had heard about the selection process.  He changed places with the man next to him in line. Every other person was selected to go to the gas chamber.  Ben wanted to stay with his father whether he went to the gas chamber or the camp.  

4. They were temporary prisoners put on hold.  More prisoners were coming in than could be killed and a backlog of temporary prisoners were created.

Chapter 35

1. They meant that Ben and his father would die in camp and the only way people leave is when they die and are cremated. The smoke rises through the chimneys. 

2. Perhaps they were a model camp for visiting VIP’s or Red Cross, Gypsies or medical experiment victims. 

3. The Kapos would fill one bowl with soup and gave it to five prisoners. The five would sit on the ground in a circle.  The first round each prisoner would take three sips out of the bowl and then two sips the second round and then one sip.    

4. Awakened at 4:30 am and stood for roll call.  During the day they stood outside.  They were constantly plagued by thirst.  They would sometimes go to the latrine hoping not to be beaten for spending too much time in it.  

5. He found some women who had come to the camp from the same ghetto on the same day as his mother and sisters.

Chapter 36

1. Ben heard Rumkowski came by limo and was given to the prisoners to be kicked and beaten, and thrown into the gas chambers.

2. “X’ signified people who had gold fillings or teeth.  After gassing the corpses of these people would be taken and teeth would be pulled.

3. Fat from Jewish bodies (see teachers notes)

4. Ben and his father were lined up and stripped naked. A wheelbarrow of towels was standing nearby.  It looked as though they were going to be given showers. A sign above the door said “Shower Bath”.  The prisoners knew of the “showers” that were gas chambers and assumed this was their fate. 

5. A small railroad station in Hurlach near Landsberg. 

Chapter 37

1. They were building a new concentration camp.

2. Two and one-half hours

3. It would look like a square field or pasture.  To keep people from bombing it or knowing what was going on there.

4. He was out of line and a soldier hit him in the mouth with his fist.

Chapter 38

1. Somewhere below a pig.

2. One loaf of bread for five people.  One person would cut the loaf with a knife made from a spoon.  It was premeasured with a sting to assure equal portions. The loaf was cut and a neutral man from another group handed out the bread to the five.

3. He had taken a potato and severely beaten.  He could not work for four days.

4. He became tired and weak.  His cheeks puffed up and he lost his will to fight. The next day he looked worse and could hardly talk.  He died while Ben was working and was buried in a mass grave.

Chapter 39

1. Typhus

2. He was working in a field and he stepped into a snow drift.  He lost his shoe and was unable to claim it before a prison guard came.  He had to stand with his left foot on his right foot to keep his bare foot from freezing to the ground.  He suffered frostbite. 

Chapter 40

1. An old soldier started to leave him pieces of a sandwich.  His son had died in the war and was about Ben’s age.    

2. He saw dog fights in the skies of Allied and Nazi planes.  He also saw Allied bombers and no one tried to shoot them down. 

3. He wanted to go to the grave of his father and say good-bye.  No

Chapter 41

1. They were doused with kerosene and set on fire.

2. An Allied bomb hit the train. 

3. As the prisoners jumped off the trains the guards opened fire killing 100s.  Ben managed to crawl under the train and ran toward the woods on the other side.

4. Ben knew they were American tanks and that the Nazis would be gone.

Chapter 42

1. A doctor found him in the ditch and took him on the motorcycle to the hospital. 

2.  The Americans were protecting the Jews from the SS and the SS from the Jewish 

patients.

3. He was emaciated, and his body was covered with infected scabs and patches of  

      dried filth.  He had a deep flesh wound in his thigh and was suffering from yellow  

       jaundice.  Ben also had a deteriorating gall bladder and had 22 teeth in a bad state   

       of decay as a result of malnutrition.

4. Ben was apprehensive because he was finally making friends and feeling at ease    

      and was now going to be uprooted again. 

5. Feldafing near Munich

Chapter 43

1. A resistance group that performed countless acts of sabotage against the  

German military trains and bridges. 

2. Hitler Youth camp

3. Antisemitism was still strong in the countries they would be returning to and violence against returning survivors was still a threat.

4. They issued passes to help survivors travel to find family members and registered everyone and created lists so people could try to find family and friends.

5. Yiddish paper

6. Trials of Nazi war criminals

Chapter 44

1. Chaja found Berl through the list 

2. An order came for 500 women to be shipped to build a concentration camp, she was sent to Stutthof and spent the duration of the war there.

3. It had better living quarters and more of a social life.

Chapter 45

1. Newly erected monument to the Holocaust martyrs.  School to teach Hebrew, own   

      hospital, policeman and O.R.T. school.

2. Dora

3. Psychological warfare.  One last chance to be mean.

4. Friends and then boyfriend and girlfriend

5.  Worked in a food distribution warehouse

6. General Dwight D. Eisenhower

Chapter 46

1. Severe gall bladder attack

2. America, the golden land, the land of opportunity, with freedom of speech and religion.  They always hoped their children would have the opportunity to go to America.

3. Kansas City, Missouri

4. Ben’s birthday and first anniversary of arriving at Zeilsheim and Dora became his bride.

Chapter 47

1. Because they would not be eligible for the U.S. Committee for European children if they were married. 

2. Kissed the ground

Chapter 48

1. Ben was afraid the ship would sink.

2. Telegram

3. The Statue of Liberty

4. 16

