Darfur, Sudan


Where and When?
Darfur region of western Sudan

February 2003 - Present

Who and Why?

Perpetrators:

· Sudanese government led by President Omar al-Bashir

· Providing direct state-military support for village raids

· Coordinating and directing attacks against purely civilian targets by the Janjaweed
· Bombing civilian targets

· Impeding international humanitarian access

· Janjaweed
· Arab militia armed by the Khartoum government

· Literally: “a man with a gun on a horse”

Victims:

· 100,000-400,000 deaths as a result of murder or extreme conditions

· Ethnic African tribes – primarily the Fur, Zaghawa and Masaalit ethnic groups

· Worst refugee crisis in the world – 200,000 refugees mostly in camps in Chad 

· 2.2 million internally displaced persons in camps along western border

· Nearly 1,000 people dying daily

Historical Context
· 17 year civil war between north and south divided largely along religious lines results in nearly 2 million casualties

· February 2003 ethnic African groups in Darfur accuse the Khartoum government of neglecting them in favor of the Arab population and rebels attack government owned property
How is murder being committed? 

· Mass killing – close contact shootings and shrapnel bombs

· Rape of women and young girls

· Complete destruction of villages

· Poisoning of water wells, burning of food supplies

· Looting of personal possessions and livestock
International Response
· July 2004 

· UN Security Council threatened sanctions

· US House and Senate declare “the atrocities unfolding in Darfur, Sudan are genocide”

· August 2004

· UN deadline for disarming Janjaweed expires – not action taken

· Rwandan troops, under the auspices of the African Union, are sent into Sudan to protect AU monitors, but not to intervene in the conflict

· September 2004

· President Bush and Secretary of State Colin Powell call the acts in Sudan genocide

· UN Security Counil approves resolution threatening sanctions

· Sudanese President al-Bashir says “We are afraid neither of the UN nor of its resolution”

· December 2004

· UN suspends humanitarian operations in response to attack on convoy leading to the death of 2 British charity workers with Save the Children

· January 2005

· UN appointed International Commission of Inquiry on Darfur states that “it is undeniable that mass killing occurred in Darfur and that the killings were perpetrated by the Government forces and the Janjaweed in a climate of total impunity and even encouragement to commit serious crimes against a portion of the civilian population. 

· On the issue of the term “genocide” the commission concluded that although there is no immediate evidence of a government policy of genocide, individuals could possibly be found to have genocidal intent.

· March 2005

· UN Security Council voted (with the US abstaining) to refer the Darfur situation to the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court
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