This project is a teacher’s guide for Growing Up in the Holocaust by Ben Edelbaum.  Each chapter is summarized with comments about the book and documented facts on the war and the Holocaust during the time frame of each section.  Included will be study guide questions for the students and a final test.  Attached to the website will be artwork from Lawrence High School with a critique of the work by the artist.  The main goal is to enlighten teachers using the book and to help enrich the teachers and students experience while reading the book.

The age group that would best be served with this project is 8th-9th grade American History or English classes.  Although, I believe students in grades 7-12 would benefit from the read.

The rationale of this project is two-fold:

1) Every 8th grader in Lawrence reads this book and I want to make sure that the lessons and information are correct.

2)  To teach students why, how, what, when, and where the Holocaust took place, including key historical trends/antecedents that led up to and culminated in the “Final Solution”.

Resources which can be found at the Midwest Center for Holocaust Education are:

Videotaped testimony from Ben Edelbaum’s 
Growing Up in the Holocaust
Chronicle of the Holocaust
The Story of the Children of the Lodz Ghetto

http://www.ushmm.org 

http://www.vhf.org 

State Education Standards met by this study are:
Missouri: Understands the causes and courses of World War II, the character of the war at home and abroad and its shaping of the U.S role in world affairs.

Kansas: 3.2.4

Standard: The student demonstrates a working knowledge and understanding of significant individuals, groups, ideas, events, eras, and developments in the history of Kansas, the United States and the world, utilizing essential analytical and research skills. 

Benchmark:   The student engages in historical thinking skills.

Indicator: The student uses basic research skills to conduct an investigation of a   

historical event.

Indicator: The student explains why historical events of a specific event     

sometimes differ and relates the explanation to the evidence presented and the   

point of view of the author.

