Persecution Cooperative Learning Activity

Designed by Laura Patton; Adapted by Rebecca Dalton

Objective:  The learner will understand the reasons the Nazis victimized each of the five “Other Victims” groups and the types of persecution each group experienced as well as understand other methods of persecution the Nazis implemented.

Materials Needed: 1) A set of the five USHMM “Other Victims” pamphlets (available on-line) for each group:  Poles, Homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Handicapped, Sinti & Roma and sets of pages 24-25, 28-29, 38-41, and 42-43 from Tell Them We Remember (these pages give additional background on acts of persecution by the Nazis and are intended to be stapled together as one set so that there will 6 sets of reading materials) 2) One set of six note sheets for each learner

Time needed:  20-25 minutes of reading and note-taking time in class.  20-25 minutes of group discussion time.  (Times are approximate)

Directions:  1)  Break the class into 6 groups of 3-5 depending on the size of the class.  Give each group one set of pamphlets and give each student a set of note sheets.  Each group is responsible for reading about its “Other Victim” group or the Tell Them We Remember packet and for taking notes on their note sheet.  Obviously, each group will only take notes on one page.  Allow 20-30 minutes for this.

2) Tell each student that they will each have to talk about an answer on their sheet, so they all need to be “experts” on the answers they come up with.  They may want to elect someone to be a “timekeeper” and “discussion leader.”

3) After each group has taken notes on their assigned group, the class will meet again as a large group to discuss what they learned about their group.  The students will need to take notes on the groups that they did not study so that all their note sheets should be filled in at the end of the group discussion.  At the conclusion of the sharing, each student should understand the reasons the Nazis victimized each group and the types of persecution each group experienced as well as understand the other means of persecution victims endured in addition to concentration camps.

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Jehovah’s Witnesses
Name  __________________









Date  _________ Hour  ____

Describe this victim group.  Who were the Jehovah’s Witnesses?

What was life like for Jehovah’s Witnesses before the Nazis came into power?

How did life change for the Jehovah’s Witnesses after the Nazis came into power?  What types of persecution did they experience?

Why did the Nazis target Jehovah’s Witnesses for persecution?

What happened to Jehovah’s Witnesses in the aftermath of the war?

Other interesting information . . . . 

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Sinti & Roma 

Name  __________________









Date  _________ Hour  ____

Describe this victim group.  Who were the “gypsies”?

What was life like for the Sinti and Roma before the Nazis came into power?

How did life change for the gypsies after the Nazis came into power?  What types of persecution did they experience?

Why did the Nazis target the Sinti and Roma for persecution?

What happened to gypsy survivors in the aftermath of the war?

Other interesting information . . . .

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  The Poles 

Name  __________________









Date  _________ Hour  ____

Describe this victim group.  Who were the Poles?  (Special note:  This group does not include Polish Jews.)

What was life like for Polish people before the Nazis came into power?

How did life change for the Poles after the Nazis came into power?  What types of persecution did they experience?

Why did the Nazis target the Polish people for persecution?

What happened to the Polish people in the aftermath of the war?

Other interesting information . . . . 

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Homosexuals 

Name  __________________









Date  _________ Hour  ____

Describe this victim group. 

Why did the Nazis target the homosexual people for persecution?

What was life like for homosexual people in Germany and Austria before the Nazis came into power?

How did life change for homosexuals after the Nazis came into power?  What types of persecution did they experience?

What happened to the homosexual survivors in the aftermath of the war?

Other interesting information . . . . 

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Handicapped 

Name  __________________









Date  _________ Hour  ____

How did the Nazis define “handicapped”?  Who was included in this group? 

Why did the Nazis target handicapped people for persecution?

What types of persecution did they experience?

How was the Nazi treatment of the handicapped important in the development of the “Final Solution”?

What are the long-term implications of the Nazi treatment of the handicapped?

Other interesting information . . . .

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Tell Them We Remember


Name ________________________

Date  ____________  Hour  _______

What happened on the night of November 9, 1938?  (Be specific—list at least 3 facts.)

How did life change for German and Austrian Jews after Kristallnacht?

Where were the passengers of the St. Louis going?

What happened to them when they got there?

What happened when the ship came to America?

What eventually happened to the passengers of the St. Louis?

What were the ghettos?

Describe what life was like in the ghettos (give at least four details).

What were the Einsatzgruppen?

What happened at Babi Yar?

