Persecution Cooperative Learning Activity

Designed by Laura Patton; Adapted by Rebecca Dalton

Objective:  The learner will understand the reasons the Nazis victimized each of the five “Other Victims” groups and the types of persecution each group experienced as well as understand other methods of persecution the Nazis implemented.

Materials Needed: 1) A set of the five USHMM “Other Victims” pamphlets (available on-line) for each group:  Poles, Homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Handicapped, Sinti & Roma and sets of pages 24-25, 28-29, 38-41, and 42-43 from Tell Them We Remember (these pages give additional background on acts of persecution by the Nazis and are intended to be stapled together as one set so that there will 6 sets of reading materials) 2) One set of six note sheets for each learner

Time needed:  20-25 minutes of reading and note-taking time in class.  20-25 minutes of group discussion time.  (Times are approximate)

Directions:  1)  Break the class into 6 groups of 3-5 depending on the size of the class.  Give each group one set of pamphlets and give each student a set of note sheets.  Each group is responsible for reading about its “Other Victim” group or the Tell Them We Remember packet and for taking notes on their note sheet.  Obviously, each group will only take notes on one page.  Allow 20-30 minutes for this.

2) Tell each student that they will each have to talk about an answer on their sheet, so they all need to be “experts” on the answers they come up with.  They may want to elect someone to be a “timekeeper” and “discussion leader.”

3) After each group has taken notes on their assigned group, the class will meet again as a large group to discuss what they learned about their group.  The students will need to take notes on the groups that they did not study so that all their note sheets should be filled in at the end of the group discussion.  At the conclusion of the sharing, each student should understand the reasons the Nazis victimized each group and the types of persecution each group experienced as well as understand the other means of persecution victims endured in addition to concentration camps.

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Jehovah’s Witnesses
KEY
Describe this victim group.  Who were the Jehovah’s Witnesses?

They started in U.S. and believe the kingdom will emerge following Armageddon. Christ is an agent of God. They are “publishers” who try to preach their beliefs. God’s word was buried under pagan teachings.
What was life like for Jehovah’s Witnesses before the Nazis came into power?

They were limited in their activities by authorities. They were often seen as heretics by others.
How did life change for the Jehovah’s Witnesses after the Nazis came into power?  What types of persecution did they experience?

Banned in Bavaria. Banned in 1935. Arrested and sent to prisons/camps. Children were taken away from their parents. 2,500-5,000 died.
Why did the Nazis target Jehovah’s Witnesses for persecution?

They refused to say “Heil Hitler” and swear allegiance to Hitler and Germany.
What happened to Jehovah’s Witnesses in the aftermath of the war?

They continued their work making converts.
Other interesting information . . . . 

Rudolf Höss wanted SS to serve with Witness’ “fanatical faith”
Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Sinti & Roma 

KEY
Describe this victim group.  Who were the “gypsies”?

Arrived in Europe from northern India in 1400s-thought they came from Egypt. Made up of tribes. Derived from “untouchables.” Craftsmen, performers, civil servants.
What was life like for the Sinti and Roma before the Nazis came into power?

Social outcasts. Full citizens yet discriminatory laws – no roaming. Registration required.
How did life change for the gypsies after the Nazis came into power?  What types of persecution did they experience?

Gypsies were sterilized. Arrested as “asocials” and put in camps. Deprived of civil rights. Raided prior to Olympics and put in internment camps. Banned from schools.
Why did the Nazis target the Sinti and Roma for persecution?

They didn’t fit Aryan role models.
What happened to gypsy survivors in the aftermath of the war?

Discrimination continued. Courts agreed to compensate them for racial persecution after 1943.
Other interesting information . . . .

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  The Poles 

KEY
Describe this victim group.  Who were the Poles?  (Special note:  This group does not include Polish Jews.)

The Polish – mainly Roman Catholic ethnic majority.
What was life like for Polish people before the Nazis came into power?

¾ were peasants or agricultural laborers. Small middle and upper class.
How did life change for the Poles after the Nazis came into power?  What types of persecution did they experience?

Tens of thousands of wealthy were murdered in mass or sent to prisons/camps. Destroyed schools, museums, libraries, and science labs. “Germanization” of kidnapped children for Germans to adopt.
Why did the Nazis target the Polish people for persecution?

Hitler wanted the land and didn’t want people to resist.
What happened to the Polish people in the aftermath of the war?

Other interesting information . . . . 

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Homosexuals 

KEY
Describe this victim group. 

Homosexual men and limitedly lesbians
Why did the Nazis target the homosexual people for persecution?

They weren’t propagating the Aryan race and the Nazis said they were conducting “lewd and lascivious behavior”
What was life like for homosexual people in Germany and Austria before the Nazis came into power?

It flourished in the relative freedom of the 1920s
How did life change for homosexuals after the Nazis came into power?  What types of persecution did they experience?

They reinforced Paragraph 175, which made homosexual activity between men illegal. 100,000 men arrested; 50,000 sentenced – most sent to prisons. 5,000-15,000 died in camps – some as victims of medical experiments.
What happened to the homosexual survivors in the aftermath of the war?

Paragraph 175 remained in effect until 1969
Other interesting information . . . . 

Nazis used homosexual accusations to discredit opponents.
Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Handicapped 

KEY
How did the Nazis define “handicapped”?  Who was included in this group? 

Inferiors and those suffering from hereditary conditions. Patients in mental hospitals and other institutions were included in this group.
Why did the Nazis target handicapped people for persecution?

They didn’t want them defecting the German gene pool.
What types of persecution did they experience?

Euthanasia, forced sterilization.
How was the Nazi treatment of the handicapped important in the development of the “Final Solution”?

Operation T4 was the predecessor for the gas chambers used in the death camps.
What are the long-term implications of the Nazi treatment of the handicapped?

Ethical and moral issues remain vital questions of concern to doctors, scientists, and lay persons.
Other interesting information . . . .

Persecution Activity Note Sheet:  Tell Them We Remember
KEY
What happened on the night of November 9, 1938?  (Be specific—list at least 3 facts.)

Kristallnacht – Jewish businesses and synagogues destroyed, dozens of Jews killed, Jewish cemeteries, hospitals, schools and homes looted.
How did life change for German and Austrian Jews after Kristallnacht?

It was even more difficult – expelled from public schools.
Where were the passengers of the St. Louis going?

Cuba
What happened to them when they got there?

They were turned away, saying their visas were not good.
What happened when the ship came to America?

They were not allowed to dock.
What eventually happened to the passengers of the St. Louis?

288 out of 936 lived because they got off in England. The rest died in the Holocaust.
What were the ghettos?

Jewish residential quarters where Jews were forced to live in marked off sections of towns.
Describe what life was like in the ghettos (give at least four details).

Overcrowded, plumbing broke down, several families lived together, disease spread rapidly, many died of hunger, illness or cold
What were the Einsatzgruppen?

Mobile killing squads.
What happened at Babi Yar?

34,00 Jews murdered in 2 days of shooting by the Einsatzgruppen
