Compare/ Contrast Zlata’s Diary by Zlata Filipovic and I Have Lived a Thousand Years by Livia Bitton-Jackson


Objective: 
Students will read, analyze, and compare/ contrast excerpts from children’s war diaries. Students will create a public service announcement on children’s experiences in genocide.
Standards:
Kansas Standards: 7th grade Reading Standard 1: The student reads and comprehends text across the curriculum. Benchmark 4: The student comprehends a variety of texts (narrative, expository, technical, and persuasive).

The student…

3. Uses prior knowledge, content, and text type features to make, to revise, and to confirm predictions.

4. Generates and responds logically to literal, inferential, evaluative, synthesizing, and critical thinking questions before, during, and after reading the text.

5. ▲ uses information from the text to make inferences and draw conclusions.

6. ▲ analyzes how text structure (e.g., sequence, problem-solution, comparison-contrast, description, cause-effect) helps support comprehension of text.

7. ▲ compares and contrasts varying aspects (e.g., characters' traits and motives, themes, problem-solution, cause-effect relationships, ideas and concepts, procedures, viewpoints, authors' purposes) in one or more appropriate-level texts.

9. ▲ uses paraphrasing and organizational skills to summarize information (e.g., stated and implied main ideas, main events, and important details) from appropriate-level narrative, expository, technical, and persuasive texts in logical order.

10. ▲ identifies the topic, main idea(s), supporting details, and theme(s) in text across the content areas and from a variety of sources in appropriate-level texts.
Missouri Grade Level Expectations: 7th grade: Communication Arts 3. Reading: C. Develop and apply skills/ strategies to comprehend, analyze and evaluate nonfiction (such as biographies) from a variety of cultures and times. Use details from text to:
a. demonstrate comprehension skills previously introduced

b. summarize author's ideas 

c. make predictions

d. make inferences

e. evaluate the accuracy of the information

f. sequence events
g. compare and contrast
h. identify and explain point of view

i. determine and/or compare authors’ viewpoints

j. identify and explain cause and effect 
k. identify problem solving processes and explain the effectiveness of solutions

l. analyze two or more texts
DOK: 3 CA 3, 1.5, 1.6, 1.7, 2.4, 3.1, 3.4, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 3.8
Unit:
Materials: computers, chart paper, markers, presentation software, and extra copies of both diaries (optional).

Post this quote: “No human heart can remain untouched and unpained by all of this. It is beyond human endurance to see so much trouble and so much suffering experienced. It is painful to see people tortured by people until life is ended. Where is the human conscience, to demand truth, to cry out?”

Sarah Fishkin - Poland - 17 years old - July 24, 1941 
Discussions:

Part 1: Give background information on Livia Bitton-Jackson and Zlata Filipovic. Give background information on the Holocaust and Bosnian genocide. Help the students to understand that we often struggle to relate to the lives of those who have lived through a war; for those who live it, war is reality. Discuss the following questions: 
1. What symbols of war are recognizable to everyone? Why is this so?
2.  How are children and their communities affected by war and genocide? In what ways does it interfere with daily life? What are the long-term effects?
3.  How can children’s rights be protected in times of war?
Part 2: Give the students excerpts to read from Zlata’s Diary and I Lived a Thousand Years. Introduce and discuss these questions:

1. Zlata calls war inhuman. If war is inhuman, why can’t rational people stop wars? How does Livia refer to her war?
2. Describe what you think life was like for Zlata and Livia during their wars/ genocides. What sacrifices did they make?

3. What effects do wars and genocides have on families?

4. What would you say if you could write to Zlata or Livia?

5. If Anne Frank were alive today, what do you think she would say to Zlata and Livia?

Part 3: Have students read excerpts from Livia’s and Zlata’s diaries. Divide students into small groups, and ask each to choose three excerpts from Livia’s diary and three excerpts from Zlata’s diary to compare or contrast. Each group may read aloud or silently. Have each group present, then hold a class discussion on each group’s work.

Part 4: Work with students to create a storyboard for their own public service announcements addressing children’s experiences during war. Steps for creating a storyboard:

1. Give the directions to the class for the storyboard assignment (2-5 below), and, as a class, create a rubric for the assignment. 

2. Consider who will be watching your public service announcement, and what will leave an impression on your audience. What’s the best way to communicate how war affects children?

3. What medium should you use to be historically accurate? Internet, TV, or radio?

4. After selecting a target audience, determine the main idea of your storyboard: After viewing our public service announcement, we want our audience to understand or feel ___________________.

5. After choosing your audience and main point, consider how make your public service announcement an attention- getter, and create it. Use visuals, people, etc. Make your message 30 seconds or less. Conclude your public service announcement with a memorable closure.  Check to be sure your public service announcement has a clear beginning, middle, and end.

6. Draw/ write the storyboard of your public service announcement on chart paper. Each scene should be sketched in the order they will appear. The message (narration, text, or dialogue) appearing in each scene should be written below it. Consider and include the transition between scenes. Describe movement. Give the storyboard a title.

Part 5: Closure: Have students display and present their completed storyboards to the class. When all the storyboards have been presented, discuss which boards had a powerful message and why. Compare each storyboard to the rubric created. 
Possible enrichment assignments: 
1. Encourage students to research the history of each war/ genocide, such as who was involved. Ask students to complete an internet search to identify landmarks near each author’s home. If a street map and address are available, have them find the street and house or apartment on a globe. They should describe how the neighborhood would have appeared at the time the diary was written.

2. Have students explore other quotes from I Have Lived a Thousand Years and Zlata’s Diary for other pairing to compare and contrast. 
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