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Auschwitz Fellows in Poland
TEACHERS RETURN FROM WARSAW, KRAKOW AND OSWIECIM WITH
NEW PERSPECTIVE ON WHAT IT MEANS TO TEACH THE HOLOCAUST

Angela Gottesburen,
English Language Arts teacher,
Lone Jack High School

2022 fellows group outside site of Auschwitz I.

Dr. Shelly Cline
July 2022

Still a bit jet-lagged, we tumbled out onto
a busy Warsaw street. Beside our bus, we saw
a science building for a local university. We
were walking toward a simple stone structure
on the far side of the street. In July of 1942,
this site was the Umschlagplatz. Here, 80 years
ago, Warsaw’s Jewish population awaited

deportation from the ghetto to the Treblinka
killing center. And that science building was
occupied by the Gestapo.
The juxtaposition between present
and past realities of Europe’s landscape is
jarring. Yet, as a historian, it is endlessly
fascinating to me to know that the only
thing separating me from the events that
occurred here is time.

Karen and Mike Herman
Membership Challenge Grant
HELP MCHE DOUBLE MEMBERSHIP AND RAISE $300,000

MCHE is pleased to announce the
Herman Family Initiative — a challenge grant
of $50,000 supported by MCHE benefactors
Karen and Mike Herman. As members of
MCHE’s Legacy Society — supporters who
have designated a planned gift to MCHE —
the Hermans have chosen to share their gift
as challenge grants over the next five years,

This summer I traveled to Poland
with a group of 28 educators from Kansas,
Missouri, Utah, Colorado and Michigan as
the first contingent of Auschwitz-Birkenau
Memorial Legacy Foundation Fellows. Three
team members from ABMF guided us across
Warsaw, Krakow and Oswiecim. ABMF plans
to expand this opportunity to all 50 states so
that educators may better teach this history
to their students. Union Station Kansas City
provided funding for four local educators to
participate in this powerful learning experience,
the impact of which will continue to be felt
through their teaching for years to come.

ensuring that they are able to see the fulfillment
of their legacy to the organization.
In year one, the Herman Family Initiative
will match the first $50,000 in new
memberships to the organization. Their
challenge inspires widespread investment
in MCHE’s mission-based work and will
help to ensure that the organization engages

When people ask me about my trip to
Poland, I usually reply that it was incredible or
awesome. Such insignificant words to describe
a trip that was truly unforgettable, that had
such an impact on me, and that truly changed
my life, particularly when it comes to how I
look at my profession as a teacher and what it
means to me to teach about the Holocaust.
Continued on page 4

new learners and supporters. This challenge
coincides with MCHE’s 30th anniversary,
in which we have set goals to double
membership to 800 members and to raise
$300,000 in memberships, donations and
sponsorships by the end of 2023.
MCHE is deeply grateful to Karen and
Mike for their unwavering support and their
commitment to Holocaust education and to
ensuring the future of MCHE. We invite you
to help us reach our goal and to support our
work to ensure that a human tragedy like the
Holocaust never happens again.
Continued on page 5
info@mchekc.org
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Why Holocaust Education Now?
E X EC U T I V E D I R EC TO R ’S M E SS AG E

MCHE's mission
has two equally
important components:
To teach the history of
the Holocaust, but also
to apply its lessons to our
world today.
Deniers aside,
we can easily agree on the basic structure of
teaching the history. Holocaust education has
become a professionalized field over the last 30
years, and the principles that guide our work
are clear. It is in the interpretation of the lessons
that we sometimes diverge.

Relevance Today

As we come to the end of MCHE’s third
decade and look to its 30th anniversary and
beyond, we have reflected on the relevance
of lessons of the Holocaust today and best
ways to help our audiences consider them.
Far from receding into history, the issues that
helped enable, accelerate and perpetrate the
Holocaust are with us today. We live in a
world with multiple pressures and are coming
through a pandemic, a watershed event
that will fundamentally alter the path of
human history.
These are the moments when we
know that people outside the majority feel
disenfranchised, marginalized and vulnerable.
These are the moments when our political
and societal structures and institutions are
most vulnerable. These are the moments
when lessons from the Holocaust can teach us
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JESSICA ROCKHOLD

Dr. Shelly Cline discusses propaganda in the Third Reich at Cottey College in Nevada, Missouri.

a great deal about the value of intervention,
supporting human rights, and the necessity
of moving from knowledge acquisition to
understanding to action.

to the group to the societal and governmental.
And at the end of each session, we come back
to the personal — what can YOU do when
you KNOW?

Questions of Ethics

Current Issues

While always grounding our lessons in
the history and testimony of survivors, we have
worked hard over the last two years to establish
principles to help frame discussions. First
among these principles are questions of ethics
borne out of the Holocaust.
Holocaust historian Yehuda Bauer
implores us “Thou shall not be a perpetrator,
thou shall not be a victim, and thou shall never,
but never, be a bystander.” Our new ethics
workshops, piloted last year and ready for
wide use this year, ask our audiences to explore
questions about when to intervene and how to
do so meaningfully. Discussions include a wide
variety of responses ranging from the individual

Jessica Rockhold teaching a visual timeline in an MCHE summer course.
2

|

We are beginning work with new
partners to explore lessons of media literacy
and information consumption. The Nazis
left us rich lessons on how propaganda can be
masterfully deployed to great harm. Utilizing
those lessons to help learners — especially
young people — navigate the media and
information culture of the 21st century is the
task of these partnerships.
Another lesson dovetails with the current
focus on diversity, equity and inclusion. The
Holocaust, in many ways, represents the
extreme of what is possible when those values
are not upheld. A study of the history and
lessons of the Holocaust allows our business,
faith and community leaders to consider the
implications of that failure and how to set their
own priorities.
Over the 77 years since the liberation
of Europe and the 30 years that the field of
Holocaust education has professionalized,
we have become exceptional teachers of the
history. Now, as we enter the next phase of
our growth as a field, it is our mission to
help our audiences seriously consider the
lessons and the relevance in the world today.
To date we have not succeeded with
“Never Again,” but that does not mean it is
not our driving purpose.

It is an honor and pleasure
to share my first note as
President of the Board of the
Midwest Center for Holocaust
Education. It is exciting as
well, as the coming year is full
of promise and opportunity
for MCHE!
Now in its 29th year, your organization
enters the fall of 2022 in a “Covid-managed”
if not post-Covid environment. Most of
the audiences we serve — schools, churches
and community groups — are back in
normal operation. That’s good news! Our
dedicated staff worked very hard for two
years to use alternative ways to deliver
MCHE programming. Now they report that
organizations are ready and eager for MCHE
to resume the in-person programs, speakers,
panel discussions, film series and more for
which the organization is highly acclaimed.

Demand Strong and Increasing

This is an additionally exciting time as we
resume normal activity on the heels of the
overwhelming success of the Auschwitz
exhibition in which MCHE played such an
important educational role. Over 310,000
people attended the exhibition from all 50 states
and post-visit surveys showed that most attendees
left “moved, informed, and eager to learn more.”
In the language of business, “demand is
strong and increasing” for MCHE! Sadly, that
is because incidents of antisemitism, bigotry
and intolerance leveled at “the other” are up
in our country. That said, if ignorance of the
other is the breeding ground of intolerance
and bigotry, then education is the remedy.
MCHE is unique in that it uses the lessons of
the Holocaust to provide education about the
consequences of unchecked bigotry, hatred and
intolerance and, in in doing so, helps thwart
these scourges on society.

A Mission Worthy of
Your Engagement
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fortunately, MCHE is up to the
challenge. Under the guidance of immediate
Past Board President Karl Zobrist, Board
members and Council of Advocates, the
organization’s structure and financial condition
are excellent. We have new programming to
share with the community, are expanding our
staff, and just enjoyed the greatest increase in
membership our organization ever recorded!

In the language of business,
“demand is strong and
increasing” for MCHE!
Sadly, that is because
incidences of antisemitism
and bigotry and intolerance
leveled at “the other” are up
in our country.
Missouri, Kansas & Beyond

Most importantly, we have our excellent
professional staff. They not only adjusted to
the Covid environment and sustained our
regular programming but brought in over
80 special presentations in conjunction with
the Auschwitz exhibition, including renowned
speakers garnering national media recognition
for the event and MCHE.
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STEVEN E. COLE

When Covid resurgences made in-person
activities impossible, our team pivoted to
online tools and a powerfully revamped
website to get the job done.
These technologies have now been
integrated into our menu of options so that
MCHE can deliver live speakers, online
learning or pre-recorded material from the
northwest corner of Kansas to the bootheel of
Missouri and beyond! We get requests from
outside Missouri and Kansas, the two-state area
our organization traditionally considered its
“range.” Thus, in coping with the challenges of
the past two years, our staff
has positioned MCHE to fulfill its name,
Midwest Center for Holocaust Education.
I am honored to have a role in facilitating
the work of this great organization and extend
an enthusiastic invitation to you to participate
in and support the success of the MCHE
mission. Watch for MCHE emails. Get
involved. Attend presentations. Bring a friend.
Join, renew and increase your commitment
and support as a member. The daily news
affirms you will be involved with a mission
worthy of your engagement.
Steve Cole was for 28 years President of Dedicated
Distribution, Inc., a national medical equipment
and supply wholesaler. The son of Holocaust survivors
Walter and Ilsa Cole, Steve is a father of three, a Second
Generation speaker for MCHE, and along with his wife,
Beth, a volunteer at the JFS Food Pantry.

For an in-depth look at the impact of
MCHE over the last year, please see
our annual report section in this issue.

IMPACT
info@mchekc.org
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Auschwitz Fellows in Poland continued from Cover

To be in the presence of silent witnesses,
such as the remnants of the Warsaw
Ghetto wall or standing at the site of the
Umschlagplatz, reminded me that as horrific
as the ghettos were, it was the last time many
Jews lived as a family. Etched on the wall of
the Warsaw Ghetto Umschlagplatz memorial
are 300 first names, each name signifying
1,000 people that were put on the trains to
face their fate at a Nazi death camp.
The day that we went to Auschwitz
happened to be a perfect summer day.
A gentle breeze stirred the birch trees and the
sky was this perfect blue. The beauty of the day
was contrasted with the physical reminders
that this camp existed purely for persecution
and suffering, the vast space stretching
on endlessly with each standing chimney
denoting that a crude barrack was once there.
Having studied the Holocaust for the
past two decades, I could picture the images
that were taken in this place, and it haunted
me. Standing next to the train car on the
railroad spur in Auschwitz-Birkenau, I could
recognize the spot where families were torn
apart. In the cluster of trees by a destroyed
crematoria, I could visualize the mothers
sitting there with a baby on their lap, their
other children within arm’s reach. Did they
know their fate? I think perhaps they did, but
pray they did not.
I am humbled and grateful for the
knowledge and understanding that I left
Poland with, and am more compelled than
ever to convey to my students the disastrous
consequences of hatred and indifference.
I fervently hope that I remember every detail
of what I saw, heard and learned. It is my
privilege and my greatest duty to teach about
the Holocaust, to not only remember for the
generations that were destroyed but also to
teach my students that we must stand guard
against injustice and intolerance.

As we were walking towards the gates,
she knelt down and placed her hands on
the train tracks leading into the camp.
I happened to look over at that moment
and found it devastating. To see the
grandchild of a survivor touching the very
train tracks 75 years later that brought
her great-grandmother to her death really
hit me hard. That same teacher found her
great-grandmother’s name in a giant book
containing millions of names of those Jews
who perished in the Holocaust.

Jennifer Reeder,
Social Studies teacher,
Blue Springs High School

Pawel Sawicki and group inside building in
Auschwitz I formerly used to fumigate prisoner
clothing with Zyklon B. The blue residue of the
Zyklon B is still visible around the door frame.

Every semester, when I conclude my
History of the Holocaust class, I share my
final slide of my presentation, which says,
“Speak up for what is right. Don’t let anyone
marginalize you or any other person. Love
your fellow man. Be kind and help others.
When given the choice between hatred and
kindness, choose love.” This trip makes my
message to my students mean even more to
me, and I am so thankful.

Angie DalBello,
History teacher,
Mill Valley High School

The most memorable part of our trip
was our time at Auschwitz-Birkenau. There
were two moments in particular that were
really powerful for me. Both involved one
of the other teacher fellows, whose greatgrandmother had died in Birkenau.

Umschlagplatz memorial marking the place where Jewish families awaited deportation.
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The Auschwitz Legacy Program trip
to Poland was truly a life-changing event.
I learned so much about the history of
the Jewish people, Jewish culture and
Jewish resistance, but the most impactful
part of the trip was the time spent at
Auschwitz-Birkenau.
I still have trouble putting in to words
how truly meaningful the visit was. How
do I fully explain the atrocities that were
committed, but also the stories of hope and
survival that were discussed? I find myself
overwhelmed with emotion when I try to
share the experience. It meant so much to
visit Auschwitz-Birkenau and then to spend
the next two days discussing the information
with other teachers who were on the trip
and educational staff at the museum who
helped me think of how to present this to
my students.
One of the most memorable quotes
I remember from our guide was standing
outside of the ruins of the gas chamber
where he said, “Genocide doesn’t begin with
violence; genocide begins small with identity
and state support.”
I want my students to comprehend
the process of genocide and how over time
things that don’t seem to make big changes
can add up and lead to horrible things. After
this experience my goal is to propose a new
class in my district. Instead of the two weeks
allotted in my U.S. curriculum to teach all
of WWII and the Holocaust, I would like
a semester-long class focused solely on the
Holocaust. Many districts around mine
have such a class, and with the connections
I made on this trip, I know we can all work
together to make it a reality.

Crystal Yakel-Kuntz,
English Language Arts teacher,
JC Harmon High School

The opportunity to travel to Poland and
experience the physical spaces in which such
a world-changing historical event occurred
has overwhelmed me with gratitude. Between
walking along one of the last remaining walls
of the Warsaw Ghetto, learning about Jewish
Polish history, and walking the land of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau Museum and Memorial,
I feel humbled and now galvanized even
further to ensure that ‘never again’ be an
actionable learning goal for my students,
a learning goal to extend outside of the
classroom and into their future lives.
As students explore Art Spiegleman’s text
Maus in our English 2 course, I will curate
lessons in a manner that provides necessary
dimension to the lives of Jewish people and
the many other victims of the Holocaust.

ABMF Fellows
gathered near the
remains of Krema
V in the “Little
Wood” at the site
of AuschwitzBirkenau with guide
Pawel Sawicki, the
Press officer of the
Auschwitz Birkenau
State Museum.

I will better support their learning about the
lives of those targeted in the Holocaust, as
they lived before and after the Holocaust, by
providing new resources and insights gained
from the exploration of the POLIN Museum,
as well as non-fictional graphic novels that
depict life before and after genocide.
The preservation lab at the Auschwitz

Museum and Memorial provided not only insight
into the process of preservation and thus proof
of crimes against humanity, but insight into the
integral role the Museum plays in keeping alive
the memory of life before the Holocaust. This is
a unique piece of the history that I will integrate
into lessons for students to understand the
complexity and nuance of the Holocaust.

Karen and Mike Herman Challenge Grant continued from Cover

KAREN AND MIKE
INVITE YOU TO JOIN THEM

MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

If we can make some small difference with an investment in
MCHE’s important work — AND be so bold as to invite others
to do the same — then together we will have helped continue
MCHE’s essential and crucial educational mission to teach
the history of the Holocaust, applying its lessons to counter
indifference, intolerance and genocide.

• Professional Educator/Current Student—$25: Receive MCHE
Donor-level benefits at a discounted rate.
• Donor—$36+: Receive MCHE’s biannual newsletter +
recognition as a sustaining member in the newsletter.
• Contributor—$50+: Receive Donor-level benefits + special
announcements of upcoming programs and opportunities.
• Associate—$100+: Receive Contributor-level benefits +
10% discount off ticketed MCHE public events.
• Partner—$250+: Receive Associate-level benefits + free copy
of the book From the Heart: Life Before and After the Holocaust.
• White Rose Benefactor—$500+: Receive Partner-level
benefits + invitation to MCHE’s annual White Rose Research
Contest and Academic Awards Reception and 1 gift
membership at the Donor level.
• White Rose Patron—$1,000+: Receive White Rose
Benefactor-level benefits + early access to reservations for
MCHE’s European Study Tour and 2 gift memberships at the
Donor level.
• White Rose Chai Society—$1,800+: Receive White Rose
Patron-level benefits + 50% discount off of ticketed MCHE
public events and 3 gift memberships at the Donor level.
• White Rose Silver Society—$2,500+: Receive White Rose
Chai Society-level benefits + a private educational session for an
audience of your choosing offered by MCHE’s Executive Director
and/or historian and 4 gift memberships at the Donor level.

It is our privilege to do just this AND to invite YOU to join
us in supporting MCHE’s courageous and important
educational initiatives.

JOIN: Join online at: mchekc.org/membership or use the
enclosed envelope to submit your membership.

Mike and I consider it a privilege and an
honor to support our exceptional Midwest
Center for Holocaust Education and most
honorable MCHE founders, Isak Federman and Jack Mandelebaum.
As many of us have learned, the study of the Holocaust has
enormous historic import. This cannot be overemphasized.
To learn of the depth and destruction of the Holocaust has — and
will continue to have — a most critical role in educating us about
some of the darkest time in our human history. Why?
Because it was a time when millions of men, women and
children of all ages and predominantly Jewish heritage were
indiscriminately tortured and murdered for no other reason than
their religious background.
And when millions of others suffered and died as well.

info@mchekc.org
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THANK YOU for your support which resulted in our largest membership year in the history of the organization. We cannot do it without you!
Please use the enclosed envelope to become a member, renew your membership for 2023, make a general donation, or give a gift membership.
A Dennis & Barbara Abelson ~ Glenn & Susan Abelson ~ Erwin & Phyllis Abrams ~ David Achtenberg & Alice Jacks Achtenberg ~ Judy Adams ~ Mark & Lucinda Adams ~ Gela Adelman ~ Maggie Adler ~
Margie Adler ~ Sylvia Agard ~ Ace Allen & Donna Oberstein ~ Melanie & Daniel Allmayer ~ Mark Alpert ~ Avrom & Rachel Altman ~ American Century Investments Foundation ~ Miriam Andersen
~ Michael & Robynn Andracsek ~ Karen Aroesty ~ Gary Aron ~ Michael Lerner & Audrey Asher ~ Harold & Marie Asner ~ Richard & Barbara Atlas ~ Marlie Ave ~ Steve & Diane Azorsky ~ Felice Azorsky
B Shari Baellow ~ Bruce & Janet Baker ~ Melanie Ball ~ Walker Barnett ~ Richard & Shari Barr ~ Mary Baskett ~ Ann Baum ~ Lisa Bauman ~ Georgia Baxter ~ Linton Bayless & Sara Duebner ~
Theodore Beckett ~ Jeff & Barbara Bein ~ Phillis Bengis ~ Tyler & Stacy Benson ~ Andrew Bergerson & Jeanette Jones ~ Bill & Maureen Berkley ~ Chucker Luetje & Susan Bernstein ~ Alice Bertels
~ Irene Bettinger ~ Jeffrey & Corrine Blackman ~ Donovan & Cathy Blake ~ Rita Blitt ~ David & Janet Bloom ~ Jenifer & Michael Blum ~ Mike & Sherry Blumenthal ~ Christopher Bobal ~ David & Lynne Bock ~
Fred & Cindy Bodker ~ Harvey Bodker ~ John & Cheryl Boxmeyer ~ Elliot Brand ~ Walt & Pat Brayman ~ James & Gayanne Briggs ~ Charles Bronstein ~ Ron & Barbara Bronstein ~ Alvin Brooks
~ Frank Bruce ~ Herb & Bonnie Buchbinder ~ Norman & Beverly Burk ~ Margaret Burton C Stanley Bushman & Ann Canfield ~ Max & Lenore Cardozo ~ Pati Chasnoff ~ Jonathan & Ellen Chilton ~
Shelly Cline ~ Tracy Cobden ~ John & Debbie Coe ~ Alan & Linda Cohen ~ Cindy Cohen ~ Donna Gould Cohen ~ David Cohn ~ Leslie Cohn ~ Alexandra Colbert ~ Steve & Beth Cole ~ Chad Collins
~ Julie & Jeffrey Colvin ~ Tom & Melinda Condon ~ Paul & Bunni Copaken ~ Clayton & Jayne Copple ~ Cornyn Family Charitable Fund ~
Kerry Cosner & Michael Block ~ David Cotter ~ Mary Covitz ~ Maril Crabtree ~ Geri Crain ~ Patrick & Jannie Cubbage ~ Dan Cullinan
D Ellen Dalen ~ Robbie & Cindy Daniels ~ Mark & Diane Davidner ~ Jerome & Liz Davidow ~ Ardie & Gretchen Davis ~ Zandy & Peggy Davis ~
Katherine DeBruce ~ Neal & Michelle Deutch ~ Sam Devinki & Mary Stahl ~ Bob & Kathy DeWitt ~ Monica & Myron Dreiling ~ Marcia Duke
E Harold & Arla Edelbaum ~ Alan Edelman & Debbie Sosland-Edelman ~ Karl & Renate Ederer ~ Howard Eichenwald ~ Elinor Eisemann ~
Make Holocaust education part of your enduring
David Eisenberg ~ GayleRoxanne Elings ~ Gloria & Matthew Elyachar ~ Roger & Virginia Emley ~ Jerry Enslein & Hannah Harris ~ Andrew Ernstein
philanthropic legacy by including a gift to MCHE in
~ Susan Evans F Family of Isak & Ann Federman ~ Claudia Feaster ~ Art & Diane Federman ~ Lorie Federman ~ Martin & Joyce Fee ~
your will, your trust, or by beneficiary designation.
Buzzah & Lisa Feingold ~ Pam Feingold Brooks & Joe Brooks ~ Eddie & Gloria Baker Feinstein ~ Alan & Pamela Felton ~ Ken & Rose Fichman
~ Steve & Beatrice Fine ~ Paul Fingersh & Brenda Althouse ~ Reggie & Jonathan Fink ~ Deb Finkelstein ~ Pola Firestone ~ Joel & Annette Fish ~
Contact Jessica Rockhold at 913-327-8191 or
Brenda Fishman ~ Steve & Milisa Flekier ~ Sarah Forti ~ Jim & Eva Foster ~ Elliott & Nancy Franks ~ Leah Franks ~ Evelyn Freilich ~ Henry Freilich
jessicar@mchekc.org to become a legacy donor.
~ Angela French ~ Ed & Sandi Fried ~ SuEllen Fried ~ Frank & Sondra Friedman ~ Harvey & Joan Friedman ~ Dan & Mary Lou Fritts ~
Bernice Fromm ~ Jeff & Rhonda Fromm ~ David Feingold & Trudi Galblum G Jonathan Gale ~ Dennis & Terry Garberg ~ Josh & Ronna Garry
~ Susie Gershon ~ Howard & Cherice Gerson ~ Tom Gill ~ Clinton & Cristina Gillom ~ Seth Gilgus ~ Robin Ginac ~ Byron & Gerri Lyn Ginsburg ~
Thomas & Pamela Glickman ~ Lance Goldberg ~ Karin Golden ~ Susan Goldenberg ~ Carolyn Goldman ~ Ellen Goldman ~ Susie Goldsmith ~ Sam & Roberta Goller ~ Brian Goodman ~ David Goodman
~ Janey Goodman ~ Joshua Mitchell & Laura Goodman Mitchell ~ Mark & Ruth Gordon ~ Charles & Barbara Gorodetzky ~ Keith Gottesdiener ~ Brian Graf ~ Deborah & Steve Graham ~ Kurt Graham ~
Bob & Evie Grant ~ Larry & Deborah Grant ~ Debra Grayson ~ Laura Greenbaum ~ Russell & Jane Greene ~ Diane Greenspun ~ Fred Greenstein & Marcia Schoenfeld ~ Ruvane & Clara Grossman
~ Maxine Grossman ~ Sheldon Grossman ~ George Guastello ~ Gillian Gurley ~ Allen & Gail Gutovitz H Tina Hacker ~ Todd Hagan ~ Linda & Clint Hall ~ Garrett & Jessica Halton ~ Daniel Hamburg ~
Mitch & Lisa Hamburg ~ Emily Hamm ~ Steve & Linda Hammer ~ Susan Hammer ~ Linda Harold ~ Shirley Hartley ~ Ralph Hartwich ~ Scott & Kathy Hawley ~ Heartland Honey ~ Spence & Susie Heddens
~ Judy Hellman ~ Charles Helzberg & Sandra Baer ~ Barnett C. Helzberg, Jr. & Shirley Bush Helzberg ~ Marilyn Hennis ~ Adam & Karen Herman ~ Alexa Herman ~ Michael & Karen Herman ~
Robert & Roberta Herman ~ Stephanie & Jeff Herman ~ Phillip & Jackie Hermanson ~ Manuel & Maureen Hernandez ~ Reus Chaya Hersh ~ Joyce & James Hess ~ Cheryl Hewitt ~ Ron & Barbra Hill
~ Bob Hill & Priscilla Reckling ~ Harry & Gail Himmelstein ~ Joe & Deborah Hodnik ~ Tracie Holley ~ Elliott & Kathy Hollub ~ Mary Holm ~ Lynn & Marilynn Hoover ~ Laurie & Jeffrey Horn ~
Rocky & Susan Horowitz ~ Jennifer House ~ Stan & Emily House ~ Humanities Kansas ~ Amy Hutchens I Tom Isenberg & Ann Slegman Isenberg J Aaron Jacobs ~ Jonathan & Sherri Jacobs
~ Judy Jacobs ~ Stuart & Marian Jacobs ~ Alan & Joan Jacobson ~ Jagoda Family Foundation ~ Max Jevinsky ~ Jewish Community Foundation ~ Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City ~ Justin & Bev Johl ~
Bryan Johnson ~ Juliette Johnson ~ Marsha Johnson ~ Keith & Deborah Jordan K Baruch & Donna Kaelter ~ David & Fran Kanter ~ Harvey & Michele Kaplan ~ Marian Kaplan ~ Julius & Kathryn Karash
~ Ann Karty & William Silverman ~ Milton & Sharon Katz ~ Lon Lowenstein & Suzy Katz ~ Kurt & Stephanie Kavanaugh ~ Maureen Kennedy ~ John & Ann Kenney ~ Sally Friedman Kerr ~ Deedee King ~
Merrie King ~ Susie Kirschbaum ~ Lori Klarfeld ~ Carla Klausner ~ Carla Klausner ~ Mirra Klausner & Todd Clauer ~ Kimberly Klein ~ Laura Klivans ~ David & Lisa Klose ~ Piet Knetsch ~ Brad & Amanda Koffman
~ Maury & Phyllis Kohn ~ Jason & Heather Kort ~ Bill & Regina Kort ~ Laura Kouri ~ Sheryl Kretchmer ~ Bill Kriege ~ Barry Krigel ~ Sandy & Erlene Krigel ~ Bruce & Gayle Krigel ~ Scott & Susan Krigel ~
Kliff & Sherry Kuehl ~ David & Kerry Kuluva L Bruce Culley & Linda Larkins ~ Michael Lebovitz ~ Lisa Lefkovitz ~ Larry Leibson ~ Bruce & Devra Lerner ~ James & Karen Lesky ~ Donna Letsch ~ Adele Levi
~ Peter & Enid Levi ~ Joel & Bev Levine ~ Norman & Clara Levine ~ Sam & Danielle Levine ~ David & Toby Levine ~ Gayle Levy ~ Robert Levy ~ Tom & Alice Lewinsohn ~ Bev Lewis ~ Jean Lewis ~
Anna Libera ~ Craig & Colleen Ligibel ~ Jerry & Sharon Lindenbaum ~ Benni Lipschuetz ~ Frank Lipsman & Janet Mark ~ Michael & Beth Liss ~ Lee Hammons & Emily Loeb ~ Peter & Sharon Loftspring
~ Rodney & Molly Longhofer ~ Priscilla LoPresti ~ Daniel Loren ~ Bill & Patsy Lorimer ~ Helene Lotman ~ Lowenstein Family Supporting Foundation ~ Dave & Sandy Lowery ~ Margie Lundy
M Brenda Macari ~ Joy Macherone ~ Joseph & Juanita Madrigal ~ Sheryl Maguire ~ Lisa Mallin ~ Jack Mandelbaum ~ John Mandelbaum & Bruce Larsen ~ Mark & Ellie Mandelbaum ~ Fanny Mandelberger
~ Lynnly Busler Marcotte ~ Philip & Cheryl Marden ~ Carol Margolin ~ Rachel Margolin ~ Marion and Henry Bloch Family Foundation ~ Hollie Marquess ~ Thomas Marsh ~ Adam & Kim Matsil ~
Robert & Dianne Matthew ~ Golda Mayer ~ Howard & Vicky Mayer ~ Mary Ann McCue ~ Arvel & Linda McElroy ~ Rebecca McKee ~ Patricia McKenna ~ Michael McMullen ~ James McNeile
~ Mary Ann Meeks ~ Esther Megerman ~ Joseph & Alice Megerman ~ Kurt & Marilyn Metzl ~ Kathy & Bill Migneron ~ Mike & Sharon Milens ~ Matt & Stefani Miller ~ Susan Miller ~ Rod & Gerre Minkin ~
Mitchell/Tufts Foundation ~ Vicki Mooney ~ Marc Hammer & Alana Muller ~ Max & Charlene Muller ~ Everett Murphy ~ Jim & Nicole Murray ~ Ragen Murray ~ Jeff & Suzanne Myers
~ Mark Myron & Debbie Smith-Myron N Jack Nagel ~ Mark & Vicky Nanos ~ Daniel Nash & Sarah Hirsch ~ Marcy Nelson ~ David Newkirk ~ Molly Nickle ~ Steven & Rosie Nochlin ~ Lori & Javid Noorollah ~
Shirley Novorr ~ Slava Nozhnik ~ Elizabeth Nussbaum ~ Larry & Ronna Nussbaum ~ Ben & Lara Pabst P Flossie Pack ~ Karen & Steve Pack ~ Janice & Michael Panknin ~ Allen & Jeanie Parelman
~ Joe & Stacy Parelman ~ Allen & Debra Parmet ~ Stuart & Sharon Pase ~ Steve & Sandy Passer ~ Laura & Dennis Patton ~ Ronald & Donna Patton ~ Steven & Jennifer Paul ~ Lee & Esther Pearlmutter ~
Floyd Pentlin ~ Shelly & Stevie Pessin ~ James Pias ~ Pledgeling Foundation ~ Richard Plotzker ~ Larry Poisner ~ Pome on the Range ~ David & Carol Porter ~ Jay & Ellen Portnoy ~ David Potts
R David & Sylvia Radasky ~ Gay & Scott Ramsey ~ Deborah Reed ~ Philip Reicher ~ Allan & Nancy Reichman ~ Sherry Richardson ~
Annie Riggs ~ Jerry Rinaldi ~ Jessica & John Rockhold ~ Lindsay & Chad Roesler ~ Walter Rosel ~ Howard & Rosanne Rosen
~ Deborah Rosenberg ~ Herb Rosenberg ~ Marty Rosenberg ~ Norine Rosenblum ~ Howard & Brenda Rosenthal ~ Lewis Rosenthal ~
Wendy Rosenthal ~ Miles & Sally Ross ~ Richard Farnan & Aryn Roth ~ Ashley Ruben ~ John & Arlene Rubenstein ~ Mike Russell
S Kenneth & Teri Sackin ~ Hal & Carol Sader ~ Neil & Bitsy Sader ~ Grant Sander ~ Jeff & Linda Sander ~ Dan & Miriam Scharf ~
Billy & Fani Schifman ~ Robert & Madeline Schifman ~ Terry Schlanger ~ Bill & Marge Schlosberg ~ Dan & Vivien Schlozman
Alan & Julie Schneider ~ Gloria Schoolman ~ Carl & Bonnie Schulkin ~ Deborah Schultz ~ Mike & Cathy Schultz ~ Erika Schwartz ~
Lynn Schweig ~ Claire Seem ~ Cookie Segelstein ~ Penny Selle ~ Zachary Shafran ~ Arlene Shalinsky ~ Peter & Amy Shapiro
~ Carole Sher ~ Mike & Beth Sherry ~ Steve & Judy Sherry ~ Erika & Cody Showalter ~ Deborah Shuck ~ Merna Siegler ~ Madeline Silver ~
William Silvers ~ Bob & Aletha Simon ~ Steve & Ileene Simon ~ Richard & Connie Simon ~ Robert & Debra Simon ~ Andrew & Janet Simonsen
~ Max & Sonny Singer ~ Scott & Denise Slabotsky ~ Ronald & Suzanne Slepitza ~ Bruce & Karen Smith ~ Julie Smith ~ Dana & Stuart Smith ~
Joe Smuckler ~ Bruce & Celia Solomon ~ John & Traci Solomon ~ Ed & Marcia Soltz ~ Morrie & Sharon Soltz ~ Roman & Svetlana Sorkin
~ Neil & Blanche Sosland ~ David & Rachel Sosland ~ Josh & Jane Sosland ~ Dolores Sosnow ~ Herb Spiegel ~ Patricia Stein ~
Stewart & Esther Stein ~ Ann Stern ~ Barbara Stern ~ Erwin & Betty Stern ~ Peter Stern & Deborah Frye Stern ~ Fran & David Sternberg
~ Todd & Shirley Stettner ~ Phyllis Stevens ~ Marsha Stiefel ~ Shari Stimetz ~ Dan & Jennie Stolper ~ Steve & Barb Stras ~
Matthew & Rita Sudhalter ~ Steve & Evelina Swartzman ~ Marvin Szneler T Jennifer & Ryan Talbott ~ Robert Tamasi
~ Bill & Marcia Tammeus ~ Paul Temme ~ Temple Beth Sholom ~ Paul Teverow ~ Harvey & Donna Thalblum ~ The Perspective Group, LLC ~
Robert Thomson ~ Lowell & Evy Tilzer ~ Nancy Todd ~ Ted & Diane Traczewski ~ Howard & Gerre Trilling ~ Michael Tritt
~ Benesto & Sharon Tumanut ~ Ralph & Nina Turec ~ Sheldon Turetsky ~ Daniel Turner & Carol Dziadik Turner ~ Ally Turtledove ~
Nathan Turtledove U Chuck & Ester Udell ~ Patricia Werthan Uhlmann ~ Union Station Kansas City ~ Steve Unterman & Ellen Murphy
~ Eve Utyro V Sue Vile ~ Vivian & Hymie J. Sosland Charitable Trust ~ Susan Vogel ~ Justin Volker ~ David Von Drehle
W Davey & Mindy Wajcman ~ Kaley Wajcman Schwartzbard & Jonathan Schwartzbard & Eliana, Noah & Danielle ~
Wally Foundation ~ Bradley & Barbara Warady ~ Ed & Donna Warren ~ Sonia Warshawski ~ Susan Warshawsky ~ Doug & Cindy Weaver
~ John & Pat Weed ~ Felicia & Seymour Weiner ~ Suzi Weiner ~ David & Judy Weinstein ~ Idelle Weinstein ~ Phyllis Westover ~
Scott & Civia White ~ Bari Wien ~ George Wiley ~ Ryan & Stefanie Williams ~ Craig & Carol Wilson ~ Ed & Kristen Wilson ~ Maureen Wilt
~ Morris & Jean Wise ~ Shelly Wolbrink ~ Gene Wolowski ~ Michael & Ruth Worthington ~ Lorna Wright Y Melissa Younger ~
Betty & Corey Yung Z Mike & Pam Zanders ~ Jean & Bob Zeldin ~ Stan & Joyce Zeldin ~ Laura Ziegler ~ Gerald Zobel
~ Karl & Beth Zobrist ~ Marsha Zuckerman

LEGACY GIFTS

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
TO OUR GRANT AGENCIES

We regret any errors or omissions and would appreciate your contacting the MCHE office at danas@mchekc.org with any needed corrections.
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Annual Report | Fiscal Year 2022
IN REFLECTING ON THE LAST YEAR, I am proud to report
that, by all measurable outcomes, MCHE has just concluded its most successful year in the
organization’s history. Thanks largely to the presence of the exhibition Auschwitz. Not long
ago. Not far away. in our community and our very public-facing year of delivering content,
MCHE has exponentially expanded our audience, reaching learners not only throughout
the Midwest in record numbers, but nationally and internationally as well.
As we look forward, we are uniquely poised to have an enormous impact in our
community and throughout the Midwest. In the next year we will be seeking to maintain
that reach while balancing our vision of the future and embarking on the largest content
creation project in our history.
Jessica Rockhold, Executive Director

THIS YEAR WE …
Marked 108 survivor
birthdays including a

A HARTWICH
EV

MCHE
maintains
a strong
financial
position
thanks to:
the support of our members,
with the highest membership
total in our 29 years.

101st birthday for
Eva Hartwich and a
100th birthday for
Eta Mandelberger.

+

a Legacy Donation of

$50,000 for the Endowment
E TA

M A NDELBER GER

Enjoyed our first gathering of
survivors in nearly 2 years at
the Auschwitz exhibition’s special
private viewing event for survivors

We are featured in all these delicate
sorrows — an Emmy-nominated

MIDWEST CENTER FOR
H O LO C A U S T E D U C AT I O N

from Union Station Kansas
City in honor of our partnership.

&

and their families. We were

joined by 17 survivors.

documentary produced by Kansas City
Public Television which tells the story
of our local survivors leaving
Europe after the war and making

Kansas City their home.

Joined in person for Yom Hashoah for the first time in 2 years.
info@mchekc.org
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AUSCHWITZ MCHE REACH
Union Station Exhibition by the Numbers

July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022

THIS WAS A YEAR DOMINATED by the presence of the

$120,000 in membership

Auschwitz. Not long ago. Not far away. exhibition in our community — a unique and
special partnership with Union Station Kansas City.

income from over 400 Individual

and Organizational members,
the highest membership total ever in
MCHE’s 29-year history.

2023 is to

20 renowned presenters

Our goal for

60 educational and

to 800 individuals.

and an additional

commemorative events

double membership

in association with the exhibition.

318,000 attended from all 50 states, including
over 25,000 students in a school year disrupted by Covid.
Over

Included a special exhibition

preview for local survivors
and a special exhibition
event for the Chevra of the
Generations — children and
grandchildren of Holocaust survivors.

PICTURES OF
RESISTANCE
The Wartime Photography of
Jewish Partisan Faye Schulman

Supported a special exhibit presented by the Kansas City Public Library over
8 weeks in the autumn of 2021.

IMPACT |
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ONLINE REACH
Youtube:

Facebook:

Website:

for 96,900 hours
of watch time

(73% increase).

(40% increase).

408,100 views

26,294 page reach 131,849 page views

(7,052% increase).

PHYSICAL REACH
Direct participation in MCHE educational programming from the

U.S. and internationally.
California
Colorado
Florida
Illinois
Kansas

Louisiana
Maryland
Michigan
Missouri
Nebraska

New Hampshire
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
Ohio

Pennsylvania
South Carolina
Utah
Virginia

Australia
Austria

Canada
Germany

Ireland
Peru

South Africa
United Arab Emirates
United Kingdom

“One of the core ideas
in the entire project
was that the stay of
the exhibition in each
city could transcend
the walls of the hosting
institution and go
beyond the two hours
that, on average, takes visitors to go
through our narrative.
Conceived precisely for that purpose,
the Speakers Series created by MCHE
has been one of the most powerful and
meaningful ever put together. It did
not only reach an incredible number
of people, but also allowed visitors to
deepen their knowledge on Auschwitz
and the Holocaust and also learn
from fields that we could not touch
profoundly in the exhibition.”
—LUIS FERREIRO
DIRECTOR – CEO, MUSEALIA
info@mchekc.org
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PROGRAMS
And Looking Ahead

IN THE MIDST OF ALL OF THIS PROGRAMMING
we were still developing new resources and programs, many of which will be with us
for years to come.

Surviving

Developed new Ethics and the

Presenting sponsor for

— to a student audience,
a faith community,
and a law
enforcement
group.

book by Andrea Warren about MCHE’s
co-founder, Jack
Mandelbaum, to
an audience

Holocaust workshops and delivered 3

Hitler, a new play based on the

of over 900.

Began initial scanning and cataloging of the
New American Archive with the help of
2 Service Learning students from the Jewish Studies
Program at KU.

Held inaugural

Operation Barbarossa Commemoration — a new

annual commemoration which acknowledges the unique experience of the Holocaust in the
East and seeks to recognize the experiences of our Russian-speaking survivor community.

AS WE LOOK AHEAD, we are uniquely poised to have
enormous impact in our community and throughout the Midwest.

30th

Celebrating our
anniversary
in 2023 and are in the early stages of a
project that will honor our local survivors.

60th

Marking the
anniversary
of the dedication of The Memorial to the
Six Million.

Enrolling learners for MCHE’s

first Europe study program.
Embarking on the largest content
creation project in our history,
serendipitously timed to support the
recently passed Holocaust Education
Mandate in Missouri.

Midwest Center for Holocaust Education
5801 West 115th Street, Suite 106
Overland Park, Kansas 66211-1800
IMPACT |

MCHE

|

913-327-8192

“Last year, our Ethics class worked
with Dr. Shelly Cline at MCHE to
write an ethics scenario that focused
on exploring (and critiquing) themes
of antisemitism in social media. It
was such a wonderful experience to
collaborate with Dr. Cline and hear
the feedback she had for our students’
work! This year, we plan to partner
with MCHE during our unit on
the Ethics of Responsibility and our
study of Hannah Arednt! Our class is
already super excited!”
—DR. MOREY WILLIAMS
DIRECTOR OF HUMANITIES
SION HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS

“We at Kansas Wesleyan University
were very fortunate to have guest
Holocaust survivor speaker Dr.
Judy Jacobs present her story at our
annual Holocaust Remembrance and
Genocide Awareness event in April
2022, courtesy of the Midwest Center
for Holocaust Education. This event,
open to students and community
members alike at no cost, is an
excellent way to share firsthand the
history of the Holocaust. We are very
grateful to MCHE for sharing this very
finite resource with us.”
—DR. MIKE RUSSELL
PROFESSOR OF HISTORY
KANSAS WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY

J.E.D.I. Award Recipient
Justice – Equity
Diversity – Inclusion
Perspective Group, LLC
Lawrence, KS

Become a Business or Corporate Sponsor
MCHE is proud to announce new
opportunities for businesses, organizations
and corporations to support our work and
demonstrate your commitment
to Holocaust education in the Midwest.
WHY SPONSOR? MCHE teaches the history of the
Holocaust to thousands of people each year and
maintains social media accounts that reach hundreds
of thousands of followers annually. With the rise of
antisemitism, hate speech and racial tensions, the
lessons of the Holocaust are more relevant than ever.
It is critical that MCHE continue to teach about the
consequences of unchallenged bigotry in the face of
inaction, complacency and apathy.
An MCHE sponsorship provides a unique opportunity
to publicly demonstrate your commitment to
Holocaust education and to substantively support
the values of diversity, equity and inclusion. In 2023,
in honor of its 30th anniversary, MCHE has set a goal
of raising $300,000 in memberships, donations and
sponsorships. Help us reach our goal while showing
your constituents that you stand with MCHE in the
fight against indifference, intolerance and genocide.

SPONSOR BENEFITS
• $1,000+: Your company’s hyperlinked logo featured on MCHE’s community sponsor’s
web page.
• $2,500+: Your company’s hyperlinked logo featured on MCHE’s community sponsor’s
web page + donor listing in the biannual MCHE newsletter.
• $5,000+: Your company’s hyperlinked logo featured on MCHE’s community sponsor’s
web page + color logo placement in the biannual MCHE newsletter.
• $10,000+: Your company’s hyperlinked logo featured on MCHE’s community sponsor’s
web page, color logo placement in the biannual MCHE newsletter, + a special social media
post in thanks for your gift.
• $20,000+: Your company’s hyperlinked logo featured on MCHE’s community sponsor’s
web page, color logo placement in the biannual MCHE newsletter, a special social media
post in thanks for your gift, + recognition as a sponsor at MCHE educational programs.
• $25,000+: Your company’s hyperlinked logo featured on MCHE’s community sponsor’s
web page, color logo placement in the biannual MCHE newsletter, a special social media
post in thanks for your gift, recognition as a sponsor at MCHE educational programs,
+ a private educational session for your team offered by MCHE’s Executive Director
and/or historian.
CUSTOM BENEFITS: We are happy to work with our sponsors to find a benefits package
that meets their marketing needs.
BECOME A SPONSOR: Become an inaugural sponsor of MCHE for 2023 and our 30th
anniversary! To join, visit mchekc.org/sponsors or call our office at 913-327-8182.

FA L L / W I N T E R P R O G R A M C A L E N DA R
Please visit mchekc.org for complete details and to register for programs.

NOVEMBER

J A N U A RY 2 0 2 3

APRIL 2023

November 9
Kristallnacht Commemoration

January 17
Common Book Discussion:
The Ravine: A Family, a
Photograph, a Holocaust
Massacre Revealed by
Wendy Lower

April 1
Ruthie Research Grant
Application Deadline
April 16
Yom Hashoah

January 26
International Holocaust Remembrance Day
Commemoration

April 22-30
Vilna: A
Resistance
Story at
The White
Theatre

MARCH 2023
March 1
Holocaust Educator of the
Year Nomination Deadline

info@mchekc.org

|
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Memorial to the Six Million Now Part of
Clio Digital Guide to History and Culture

SURVIVOR PROFILE

Abe and Joseph Gutovitz
The Gutovitz brothers grew up in the Bialobrzegi region of Poland as part of a large, observant
family consisting of their parents, Laibel and Pesah Gutovitz, five brothers and a sister. Abe and
Joe were adults living in their own homes when the war began in 1939 — Abe with his family and
Joe in school and working in Warsaw.
Abe Gutovitz, 2000

After being ghettoized, the brothers were taken into forced labor — first in the
Skarżysko ammunition complex and then in the Częstochowa labor camp. Joe
remained a forced laborer in Częstochowa until his liberation by Soviet forces.
Abe and their brother Jack were taken from Częstochowa in 1944 and moved to
the Buchenwald complex where they were later liberated by American soldiers.

Joe Gutovitz, 1994

Each brother had a unique experience of liberation. Abe recalls hiding in a pile of
corpses to await liberation only to find that his body was numb and he could not
move when they arrived. Only the motion of his hand alerted the liberators to
his presence.
In 1945, the three brothers were reunited in Landsberg displaced persons
camp. Each was married in a civil ceremony, but in Landsberg they celebrated
their religious weddings together under the same chuppah. In 1946, Abe and
his wife Bena welcomed Patsy, Joe and his wife Bertha welcomed Allen, and
Jack and his wife Chaya welcomed Stanley. In 1949, with the help of their
uncle, the families made their way to the United States. Abe and Joe brought
their families to Kansas City while Jack and his family settled in Cleveland.

INTERNATIONAL HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

The Holocaust and Poland

January 26, 2023 | 6:30 P.M. | Union Station | 30 West Pershing Road | Kansas City, Missouri

Common Book Discussion

JOIN THE MCHE COMMUNITY IN READING AND DISCUSSING THE RAVINE:
A FAMILY, A PHOTOGRAPH, A HOLOCAUST MASSACRE REVEALED BY WENDY LOWER
Winner, 2022 National Jewish Book Award and Shortlist, 2022 Wingate Literary Prize

The Holocaust has become almost
synonymous with the gas chambers of
Auschwitz. However, before the Nazis
turned to systematic stationary methods of
genocide, they first murdered Europe’s Jews
through other means.
Following the invasion of Soviet territory
in the summer of 1941, Germany sent
mobile killing units called Einsatzgruppen to
find and execute the Jews living within these
areas. This process is often referred to as the
“Holocaust by bullets.” Unlike the process of
transporting victims to killing centers, this
method murdered people within the context
of their own communities, often witnessed
by their neighbors. Some of those present
photographed what they saw. One such photo
is the subject of this year’s Common Book.
|
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The Memorial to the Six Million is located on the east side of the Jewish Community Campus.

From left: Bertha and Joe with Allen,
Chaya and Jack with Stanley, Bena and Abe with Patsy. 1947

To learn more about the Gutovitz brothers and other local survivors,
visit mchekc.org/survivors.

8

In 1963, Kansas City became home to
one of the first Holocaust memorials in the
United States. A group of local Holocaust
survivors calling themselves The New
American Club commissioned and financed
this unique work of art. For nearly 60 years,
The Memorial to the Six Million has stood as a
reminder of the lives lost in the Holocaust and
of the lives rebuilt by survivors in its aftermath.
To share the story of this significant
piece more broadly, MCHE partnered with
Dr. David Trowbridge, UMKC professor and
creator of Clio, a digital guide to history and
culture with over 40,000 entries from across
the country.
To learn more about The Memorial to
the Six Million, visit https://the clio.com/
entry/144244.

The Ravine, by Wendy Lower, uncovers
the history of this single photograph. The
image uniquely shows a Jewish family at
the moment of murder at a massacre site
in Ukraine. Lower’s extraordinary work
recovers the identities of this mother and
her children, the killers, and the Slovakian
photographer who took the image as an
act of resistance. Lower provides new
understanding of the place of the family unit
in the ideology of Nazi genocide.
The community is encouraged to
read The Ravine and join MCHE historian
Dr. Shelly Cline to discuss the book on
January 17, 2023 at 6:30pm via Zoom.
Register at mchekc.org/mche-commonbook to attend the Zoom discussion.

Of all the countries impacted by the Holocaust
and the Second World War, few have as
complicated a history as that of Poland. The
invasion of Poland in 1939 was marked with
swift brutality as the country was divided
between Germany and the Soviet Union.
By the war’s end, six million Poles, including
three million Jews, were killed. Poland was the
location of all six of the Nazi killing centers
at the heart of the “Final Solution.” And while
there are more Poles listed as Righteous
Among the Nations than any other country,
Poland is also infamous for cases of local
betrayal and postwar antisemitic violence to
returning survivors.

in the Holocaust.
Though recent
trends are
alarming, it is
important to
recognize a
single political
party does not
represent the
entirety of a
county. Poland
is a place of
complexity
and competing
memory.

Recently Poland has announced that it will
seek reparations from Germany in the amount
of $1.32 trillion for wartime damages. It is
also noteworthy that this recent claim was
announced by the leader of Poland's ruling
conservative Law and Justice Party, the same
party responsible for attempting to criminalize
scholars who write about Polish participation

In 2005, The
United Nations General Assembly designated
January 27 — the anniversary of the liberation
of Auschwitz-Birkenau — as International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. On this day, the
UN urges the world to remember the victims
of the Holocaust and to develop educational
programs to help prevent future genocides.

Of the 400 synagogues in prewar Warsaw, The Nożyk Synagogue is the only one to
have survived the war. In 1941 the Nazis used the building as a stable. It was restored and
reopened as a place of worship in 1983.

In honor of International Holocaust
Remembrance Day, MCHE Historian
Dr. Shelly Cline will discuss this chapter in
Poland’s history, how it is remembered today,
and the preservation efforts of the AuschwitzBirkenau Memorial Museum to educate about
the crimes committed on its site.
info@mchekc.org
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Kristallnacht Commemoration

W H AT A M E R I C A N S K N E W A N D W H AT T H E Y T H O U G H T P O S S I B L E
November 9 | 6:30 p.m. | Jewish Community Center Social Hall | 5801 West 115th Street | Overland Park, Kansas

On the night of November 9, 1938,
hundreds of synagogues, Jewish homes and
thousands of Jewish owned businesses were
destroyed across Germany and Austria. In
addition to this attack on property, individuals
were beaten and assaulted in their homes and
nearly 30,000 Jewish men were arrested and
sent to concentration camps.
This violent pogrom, which became
known as Kristallnacht — the Night of
Broken Glass — captured the attention of
the world’s media. American newspapers
covered this event on their front pages and
in articles for weeks.

The Ruthie Research Grant
Now Accepting Applications
Ruthie Abend Krigel Tivol was born in Dubienka, Poland in 1929. In
December 1938, Ruthie, her sister and mother joined her father, who
had traveled to the United States earlier to work, in Kansas City. Ruthie
always understood how fortunate her family was to escape World War
II and the Holocaust. She never forgot those left behind.

This year’s annual Kristallnacht
commemoration features Dr. Rebecca
Erbelding, historian with the United
States Holocaust
Memorial Museum,
discussing American
media coverage of
Kristallnacht —
exploring what
Americans knew and
what actions they
thought possible.

An ardent benefactor, Ruthie provided sustaining support for MCHE in the form of a legacy
gift, part of which has been designated as the Ruthie Tivol Graduate Research Fund. This fund
will support an annual grant for young scholars. Upon completion, grantees will make a public
presentation based on their research in the Kansas City community.

Ruthie Research Grant Guidelines

Dr. Rebecca Erbelding

Eligibility
1. Be a graduate student in excellent standing at a Kansas or Missouri university.
2. Be working on a Holocaust-related research topic.
3. Funding is for research-related expenses excluding conferences.
Requirements
1. Complete all travel within 12 months of the date of the award.
2. Present a public talk to the MCHE community based on the funded research
within 12 months of completing travel.
Submit your application for a grant of $500 - $1,000 at mchekc.org/graduate-research.
The deadline is April 1, 2023.

Laura Patton
Joins MCHE
Team
We are pleased to welcome Laura Patton
as MCHE’s new Program Associate.
As a professional educator, Laura spent
most of her career in the Shawnee Mission
School District as an English Language
Arts teacher.
Laura has been
a member of the
Isak Federman
Holocaust
Teaching Cadre
since 2000 and
made Holocaust
education a
priority in her
Laura Patton
own teaching.
Laura will join the MCHE team in
October and be the primary point of contact
on school programs and teacher professional
development programs.

Vilna: A Resistance Story
Co-produced by the White Theatre at The J and The Culture House
5801 West 115th Street | Overland Park, Kansas
Opening April 2023

Holocaust Educator
of the Year Award

Vilna, now Vilius, has a complex and fascinating history. Over the course of the 20th
century, the city and surrounding space was Polish, German, Russian, Soviet and finally
Lithuanian. At the time of the Holocaust, it was known as the “Jerusalem of Eastern Europe”
because of its significant Jewish community and flourishing Jewish culture.

MCHE is pleased to announce the inaugural Holocaust Educator of the Year Award,
recognizing excellence in Holocaust education and those committed to applying the lessons
of the Holocaust to our world today.
Nominations are accepted from current and former students, guardians of students,
community members, administrators, colleagues, and self-nominations. Nominations are
due by March 1, 2023 at mchekc.org/educator-of-the-year.
The winner of the Holocaust Educator of the Year Award will be recognized and receive a
$500 award at the annual Academic Awards Ceremony in May 2023.
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Please consider educators you know
that meet the following criteria:
• Currently teach in grades 7-12
• Currently teach the Holocaust
• Display a commitment to
Holocaust education

When the Nazis invaded, Vilna’s Jewish population was ghettoized. Many thousands were
later killed in shooting actions at the nearby location of Ponary. Yet, Vilna was the site of
many active and diverse forms of resistance.
The second in The White Theatre’s “New Works” Initiative, Vilna: A Resistance Story is a
musical that tells the story of this heroic resistance by the Jewish partisans of Vilna. The
musical is written by local Kansas Citians Kevin and Allison Cloud and Andra Fleck Clardy.
Tickets will be available through The White Theatre in Spring 2023, and information about
MCHE educational opportunities in support of this production will be available on the
MCHE website at mchekc.org.
info@mchekc.org
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MCHE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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President
Steven E. Cole

Midwest Center for Holocaust Education
5801 West 115th Street, Suite 106
Overland Park, Kansas 66211-1800

Immediate Past President
Karl Zobrist

PAID

KANSAS CITY,
MISSOURI
PERMIT NO. 910

Vice Presidents
Robynn Andracsek • Stacy Benson
Jackie Hermanson • Rita Sudhalter
Secretary
Brian Goodman
Treasurer
Stewart Stein

J.E.D.I. Award Recipient
Justice – Equity
Diversity – Inclusion
Perspective Group, LLC
Lawrence, KS

Assistant Treasurer
Dr. Lowell Tilzer
Board of Directors
Professor Andrew Stuart Bergerson
Susan Bernstein • Debbie Coe
Alan Edelman • Reggie Fink
Dr. Kurt Graham • Dr. Allen Gutovitz
Dr. Mirra Klausner • Rosanne Rosen
David Sosland • Marvin Szneler
Bill Tammeus • Chuck Udell
Council of Presidents
Mark P. Adams • Steve Chick*
Hon. Arthur B. Federman • Steve Flekier
Karen M. Herman • Joyce E. Hess
William B. Kort • Gayle P. Krigel
Colleen M. Ligibel • Carol Sader
Dr. Blanche E. Sosland
Directors Emeriti
Maria Devinki* • Isak Federman*
Jack Mandelbaum
* of blessed memory

MEMBERSHIP!

MCHE TEAM

We invite you to share our educational opportunities with the people in your life.

Jessica Rockhold – Executive Director
jessicar@mchekc.org
Dr. Shelly Cline – Director of Education/Historian
shellyc@mchekc.org
Dana Smith – Accounting Manager
danas@mchekc.org
Laura Patton – Program Associate
laurap@mchekc.org
Ronda Hassig – Librarian
resource@mchekc.org
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Gift memberships to MCHE are impactful ways to
• support an educator at the holidays or thank them at the end of the
school year
• recognize milestones like Bar/Bat Mitzvahs and graduations
• share a family legacy of commitment to education and remembrance —
give them to your children and grandchildren
• honor the deeper meaning of the holiday season with thoughtful gifts

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

