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MIDWEST CENTER FOR HOLOCAUST EDUCATION MAKING A DIFFERENCE SINCE 1993
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LEGISLATING DISCRIMINATION

Nuremberg Laws at 90

Amid waving flags and banners,
thousands of supporters gathered in
Nuremberg in September 1935 for The
Rally of Freedom. Since 1927, the Nazis
met for an annual party convention
in Nuremberg. In 1935, the theme
celebrated Germany's “liberation” from
the Treaty of Versailles through the
reintroduction of the military draft, which
had been expressly forbidden.

In the two years since Hitler's
appointment as Chancellor, the Nazi
Party had entirely transformed the
government and society of Germany. In
that time, laws removed those deemed
“disloyal” from government employ,
concentration camps opened to threaten
and punish civilians, and government
ministries dictated the content of all
cultural production.

The Reich Flag Act

When The Rally for Freedom began
on September 10, 1935, the hundreds
of swastika flags lining the Zeppelinfeld
were the flags of the Nazi Party.

By the time the rally concluded, those
flags were the national flag of Germany.
On September 15, the government
announced a series of changes to
the German constitution — the
Nuremberg Laws.

The Reich Flag Act established
the Nazi flag as the flag of the German
nation and military. Hitler hated the
black, red, and gold tricolor flag of
the Weimar Republic, banning its use
in1933. In its place two flags were
adopted — the black, white and red flag
of Imperial Germany and the swastika
flag of the Nazi Party. With the Reich
Flag Act, the party's total takeover of the
German nation was complete.

Not of German Blood

Next came the Reich Citizenship
Act, which reaffirmed citizenship for
those of “German or related blood.”
Jews were stripped of their German
citizenship and categorized as “state
subjects.” The Nazis made no secret
of their intent to change citizenship,

The Reich Citizenship Law signed by
Adolf Hitler and Reich Minister of

the Interior Wilhelm Frick. (photo
credit: National Archives and Records
Administration: College Park, Maryland)

publishing it in their party platform, the

25 Points, in 1920. In that document, they

also announced their desire to deport

those who were not of “German blood”

and end all immigration of non-Germans.
As with many Nazi policies, they

tested an earlier version of their plan

to manipulate citizenship with the

Denaturalization Law passed on

July 14,1933.

Continued on page 2

Laws impacting the Jewish community in Germany during the Nazi period as displayed at the Jewish Museum in Berlin.
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Confronting Truth in History

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE |

Studying
the Holocaust
requires us
to take an
unflinching look
at the extremes
of the human
experience. We
rightly celebrate stories of rescue and
resistance. We honor those forced to
make unimaginable choices, and we
elevate the humanity demonstrated in
those decisions. But if we stopped there,
we would not truly be learning about
the Holocaust.

To confront this history with honesty,
we must also face the darkness — what
humans are capable of when we isolate,
marginalize, persecute, and murder
our fellow human beings. Without this
confrontation, we are not dealing in
truth. We cannot fully understand this
history without confronting the capacity
for cruelty, complicity, and silence that
allowed genocide to occur.

As Holocaust educators, we are
skilled at navigating the very real
sensitivities of our learners and the
profound sensitivities of the victims'
experiences. Our goal is to provide a
balanced, compassionate, and honest

Continued from page 1

As a result of this law, the government
could strip the citizenship of anyone
who had gained citizenship during the
Weimar period who was now deemed
“undesirable” by the Nazis. The first
victims of this law were 150,000 Jews
from Eastern Europe who were legally
living in Germany.

The final piece of legislation,
the Act for the Protection of German
Blood and German Honor, outlawed
marriage between Germans and Jews,
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The Holocaust compels
us to examine not just
what happened, but how
and why people made the
choices they did.

engagement with history. While we
make careful choices about content
and imagery, we do not shy away from
the full spectrum of decisions and
consequences faced by individuals,
groups, and nations during the Holocaust.
The Holocaust compels us to examine
not just what happened, but how and
why people made the choices they did.

To ignore or soften the ethical and
moral choices that shaped this history
risks becoming a form of denial —
one that diminishes human agency
and sidesteps the difficult truths that
make this history relevant today. Only
by engaging fully and honestly —
especially with histories that call us to
self-examination — can we truly learn.
Sanitized retellings, partial truths, and
politicized narratives of history create
fertile ground for misappropriation,
distortion, and denial.

and imposed jail or prison sentences

for extramarital sexual relations that
violated this law. The final part of this law
prohibited Jews from flying the German
flag, as that was seen as an offense
against German honor.

Subsequent Laws

Subsequent laws applied the
Nuremberg Laws to the Roma population
and sought to define the laws in terms
of percentage of Jewish ancestry.

JESSICA ROCKHOLD

At a time when historical
revisionism and Holocaust denial are
gaining traction, we are reminded of the
essential role institutions like ours play
in preserving and transmitting collective
memory. The education system,
museums, and educational institutions
like MCHE have long been entrusted
with the responsibility of ensuring
accurate, ethical, and meaningful
engagement with history. We do not
take this role lightly.

MCHE remains steadfast in our
commitment to historical integrity,
critical inquiry, and compassionate
education. Thank you for standing with
us as we continue to confront the truth,
however difficult.

At a time when historical
revisionism and Holocaust
denial are gaining traction,
we are reminded of the
essential role institutions
like ours play in preserving
and transmitting collective
memory.

In 1938, the government mandated that
Jews add Sarah or Israel to their legal
names to more readily identify them

as Jewish. In 1941, German Jews were
required to wear yellow stars. That same
year, deportations of German Jews first
to ghettos, then to shooting sites and
killing centers, began.

Now, 90 years since they were
enacted, the Nuremberg Laws warn us of
the dangers of legislating discrimination
and the escalation that can follow.



From Teacher to Leader

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE |

After nine years of service on the
MCHE Board of Directors, | was honored
to be elected President at the 2025
Annual Meeting in July. | want to thank
my predecessor, Steve Cole, whose
steady leadership and unwavering
commitment to MCHE's mission over
the past three years have positioned
MCHE for continued success.

My connection to MCHE spans
three decades, beginning as a teacher on
the Isak Federman Holocaust Teaching
Cadre. Today, I'm the Director of
Learning and Community Engagement
at the Truman Library Institute, a long-
standing and proud MCHE partner.

Our founders, Jack Mandelbaum
and Isak Federman, created MCHE to
serve the community, first and foremost,

MCHE Welcomes Dr. Melissa Karp

Dr. Melissa Karp joined the
MCHE team in August as our new
Content Specialist. This newly created
position significantly bolsters MCHE's
capacity to develop and deliver high-
quality programming, ensuring that
our educational offerings continue to
grow and evolve. Melissa's early work
will focus on providing resources and
learning opportunities for our educators
and school communities.

Melissa earned her PhD in Literature
from Duke University, where she
successfully defended her dissertation
titled An Enemy Within: Imagining the
Collaborator in Transwar France and
Korea. Her research explores themes of
memory, memorialization, collaboration,
resistance, and the Holocaust in France.

through education. This commitment
drives everything we do today. Your
MCHE membership provides access to
exceptional educational opportunities,
thoughtfully developed by Jessica, Shelly,
and Melissa to meet our community’s
evolving needs each year. To this end, |
encourage you to attend our programs
— both in-person and online. Bring your
friends to help us broaden our reach and
impact. Your active involvement helps
MCHE thrive.

The mission of MCHE is as essential
now as it has ever been. | look forward
to working closely with the Board and
Executive Director Jessica Rockhold
to chart a path for MCHE's future and
build our capacity to deliver on it. We
are fortunate to have a committed

An accomplished educator,
Melissa taught extensively at Duke
and her skills were particularly evident
in the insightful job talk she delivered
during her interview process. Her
ability to weave together history
and literature enhances MCHE's
programmatic offerings, enriching the
way we engage with this complex and
critical subject matter.

Having spent the last several
years in academia, Melissa is eager
to transition into public history and
bring her expertise to the Midwest.
We are confident that her perspective,
expertise, and passion for teaching will
be a tremendous asset as we continue
to expand our reach and impact.

STACY BENSON

network of partners
and members who
believe in the value
of MCHE's work
and impact. Your
support is essential,
and it's not taken
for granted.

As we look ahead, I'm proud of
MCHE's accomplishments and excited
about the opportunities before us.
MCHE's strength lies in our shared
commitment to education and
remembrance. Again, thank you for your
continued support. | look forward to
seeing you at our upcoming programs
and working together to advance
MCHE's mission.

thrilled
to join
MCHE and
continue using
Holocaust education and
media literacy to counter intolerance
and hatred. After completing my
doctoral research on the ways people
enabled or fought against atrocity
during World War II, and how
we remember those people, I look
forward to continuing to teach about
what can happen when we allow
ourselves to be divided, and how we
can stand up for and with each other
in these darkest moments.”

Melissa Karp
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SAVE THE DATES - SEPTEMBER 1-13, 2027

MCHE European Study Tour 2027

From Communities to Catastrophe: Tracmg the Final Solution

In 2027, we mark the 85th anniversary of the Nazis systematic plan
to annihilate Europe’s Jewish population — known as the Final Solution.
The tour's journey from Germany to Poland follows the path of ) @
destruction while honoring the resilience and vibrancy of Jewish \ SN o 4
life before the Holocaust. >

We will explore Jewish heritage sites that tell the stories \ POLAND
of thriving communities before the war. We will visit ghettos, Berlin O\)
memorials, museums, and former killing centers, to F
deepen our understanding of how the Holocaust unfolded 7 / Lodz
— and the choices that made it possible. And we will GERMANY :
commemorate the lives lost, and honor those who resisted L Zamosc & Belzec
and survived. ’

MCHE's European Study Tour enrollment is open to

MCHE members. Invitations to enroll will be sent in Fall 2025. W

RECOMMENDED RESOURCE

Liberated: The Radical Art and Life of Claude Cahun

BY KAZ ROWE, (2023) GRAPHIC NOVEL, 95 PAGES OF IMAGES AND SHORT TEXT

Treblinka 1
L

Lublin

Warsaw

Born Lucy Schwob in Nantes, France in 1894, the surrealist artist who would come
to be known as Claude Cahun grew up in a time of virulent antisemitism.

When fascism began to sweep across Europe and the same antisemitism reared
its head, Cahun and their partner and artistic collaborator Suzanne Malherbe (who
took on the name Marcel Moore) relocated to Jersey, one of the Channel Islands
between France and Britain, hoping they would find safety there. But by 1940, the
Nazis occupied the island. Not content to sit by and watch the Nazis take their
freedoms away, the pair began a covert resistance campaign producing artwork and
notes targeting the morale of the occupying soldiers.

This graphic novel is Cahun and Moore's story, from Cahun's childhood to their
death in 1954. The text highlights the ways that Cahun's life as a radical queer Jewish
artist who publicly questioned their gender prepared them to fight back against a
regime based on hatred and exclusion.

In collaboration with the Getty Museum, illustrator, cartoonist, and YouTuber Kaz
Rowe has brought Cahun's story to life in an impeccably researched graphic novel

Interested in learning more

biography. The graphic novel is infused with Rowe's illustrations of Cahun’s artwork about Claude Cahun?

alongside real photographs and quotations and contains a list of sources and a timeline Join us for a Zoom presentation on

at the back of the book. The Soldier with No Name: Claude and
This is an informative historical text, but the contemporary style of Rowe's artwork, Queer Jewish Resistance, presented

as well as resonances between Cahun's political moment and our own, makes this by MCHE's new Content Specialist,

story of radicality and resistance feel startlingly contemporary. This graphic novel is Dr. Melissa Karp, on October 23.

an excellent resource for students and adult learners who want to learn more about Complete details and free registration

various forms of resistance against the Holocaust, as well as the way people can available at mchekc.org.
harness their own differences to find the courage to act.

4 | MCHE | 913-327-8192



Understanding Holocaust Denial

as a Form of Antisemitism

Holocaust denial began almost
immediately after liberation, initiated
by those outside of Germany who were
interested in exonerating Germany of
the crime of genocide and celebrating
“achievements” of the Third Reich.

In the decades that followed, the
focus shifted to promoting antisemitism
and accusing Jews of fabricating the
Holocaust for monetary gain and to
justify the state of Israel.

However offensive and dangerous
these claims were, they remained on the
fringes of society. That is no longer the
case. Holocaust denial has made its way
into mainstream spaces and discourse.

Credible Lies

Holocaust deniers spread
misinformation that can appear reasonable
to the uninformed reader. They rely on
their audience knowing just enough
about the Holocaust to make the claim
seem credible, while also betting that
the audience’s knowledge is superficial
enough that they are unable to spot the lie.

One common attack is about gas
chamber doors at Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Deniers claim “murder was impossible
because the doors to the gas chambers
were wooden.” These lies are often
accompanied by a mislabeled photo used
as “evidence” of the claim. Some gas
chamber doors were made of wood, but
they were solidly built and sealed. They
included two layers of boards reinforced
with metal fittings and insulated with wood
shavings and cement.

To Learn More

Felt seals lined the door's edges to
ensure gas-tightness. The doors were
sufficiently airtight for the use of Zyklon
B, for both disinfection purposes and the
mass murder of people.

By attacking the construction of the
gas chamber doors, deniers are calling
into question the number of Nazi victims
and the systematic nature of the killing.
A favorite denier rationale is “no gas
chambers, no Holocaust.”

Truth Matters

Denial is dangerous. Not only is
denial antisemitic, but it also marks a
shocking return of efforts to normalize
Nazi Germany. The Holocaust was
the greatest crime of this fascist
regime. Negating that crime allows
those in support of white nationalism
and authoritarian rule to admire the
Nazi government without condoning
genocide. Denial matters because the
truth matters. It is up to each of us to find
truth, believe in truth, and reject the lies
of deniers.

The gas chamber door was made of two
layers of wooden boards, reinforced with
metal fittings and included an insulation
layer made of suprema (a mixture of
wood shavings and cement). Used with
permission from the Auschwitz-Birkenau
Memorial & Museum.

May 1945 - Judge Jan Sehn inspecting

a gas-tight door found in the ruins of
crematorium V in Birkenau. Used with
permission from the Auschwitz-Birkenau
Memorial & Museum.

OUR REACTIONS
MATTER

In response to increasing
incidents and requests for more
information from the public,
“Understanding Antisemitism”
seeks to provide concise
information about the symbols,
tropes, and manifestations of
antisemitism today.

By providing historical context
and defining these elements

of antisemitism, MCHE seeks

to empower our community to
recognize them as expressions of
hate and authoritarian power and
name them for what they are.
Our reactions matter.

Deborah Lipstadt's website Holocaust Denial on Trial provides excellent scholarly answers to a number of common claims
made by Holocaust deniers. https://www.hdot.org/debunking-denial/

The Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial and Museum website provides clear information on the installation and effectiveness of
the wooden doors at Auschwitz. https://www.auschwitz.org/en/stop-denial/wooden-doors-in-gas-chambers/

info@mchekc.org | mchekc.org |



FALL LUNCH AND LEARN
Policing the
People:
ncarcerating
Dissent and
Difference

Once in power, the Nazi
government began a swift process
of dismantling German democracy
from the inside out. To effectuate
this transformation, they relied on
a program of intimidation and state
sanctioned terror.

This five-week course taught
by MCHE historian Dr. Shelly Cline
examines the critical paramilitary
and policing agencies that made
Nazi control possible. Sessions
will examine the Brownshirts, the
Gestapo, and the SS, as well as
the German public response to
these tactics.

The in-person program meets
Thursdays beginning on October 16
at 12:00 p.m. at the Jewish
Community Campus.

The Zoom program meets on
Fridays beginning on October 17 at
12:00 p.m. A registration fee of $60
can be paid at mchekc.org.

Gestapo interrogation cells.

6 | MCHE | 913-327-8192

MCHE COMMON BOOK DISCUSSION

The Nazi Mind:
Twelve Warnings from History

BY LAURENCE REES

In The Nazi Mind, historian Laurence Rees tackles urgent
and unsettling questions that remain from the Nazi regime.
Rees looks beyond the ideology of committed Nazis to
explore the motivations of ordinary citizens who supported
this government in both small and significant ways.

Beginning with the dangerous power of conspiracy
theories, Rees unpacks how Nazi leadership shaped
thought and behavior, and built a regime capable of
committing genocide. His conclusion is both sobering and empowering:
while societies are far more fragile than they often appear, understanding history makes
us more vigilant and responsive. The Nazi Mind is both a work of history and a guide for
recognizing and resisting the forces of manipulation and extremism.

The public is invited to read the book and join the common book discussion in
Spring 2026. Follow mchekc.org for details as they become available.

Eroding the Rule of
Law in the Third Reich

ANNUAL KRISTALLNACHT COMMEMORATION

NOVEMBER 10, 2025 | 6:30 P.M.

REGNIER HALL AUDITORIUM

KU EDWARDS CAMPUS

12610 QUIVIRA RD, OVERLAND PARK, KS 66213

o &
— A fundamental tenet of the legal profession is that
lawyers and judges are uniquely responsible —
individually and collectively — for protecting
the Rule of Law. This presentation, by University
of North Texas Dallas College of Law Associate Dean Cynthia L. Fountaine,
considers the failings of the legal profession in living up to that responsibility during
Germany's Third Reich.

The incremental steps used by the Nazis to gain control of the German legal
system — beginning as early as 1920 when the Nazi Party adopted a party platform
that included a plan for a new legal system — turned the legal system on its head and
destroyed the Rule of Law. By failing to uphold the integrity and independence of the
profession, lawyers and judges permitted and ultimately collaborated in the subversion
of the basic lawyer-client relationship and the elimination of judicial independence.

As a result, while there was an elaborate facade of laws, the fundamental features of
the Rule of Law no longer existed, and in their place had grown an arbitrary and chaotic
system leaving people without any protection from a violent, totalitarian government.

This commemoration is free and open to the public. The program will be dually
offered on Zoom. Reservations are requested at mchekc.org. This presentation is
co-sponsored by the Jewish Studies Department at the University of Kansas.

Memorial marker for the
Hauptsynagoge in Munich.
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Annual Report | Fiscal Year 2025

FROM OFFICES TO LIVING ROOMS

THE POWER OF INDIVIDUAL ACTION

This year, as the federal and state governments pulled back from Holocaust
recognition events, MCHE lost the many presentations we typically give to
government agencies. Nevertheless, we still presented 99 direct contact programs
— slightly MORE than the previous year!

This success speaks to the outpouring of support we have received from the
broader community, largely in reaction to the situation of the world. Supporters
have seen antisemitism and asked for information. They have witnessed the
government pull back and invited us to their faith communities, social groups, and
even their homes.

This is a testament to the people in our communities. It is also a testament to
the impact of the work we have been doing all these years. Laying the groundwork.
Empowering people to identify a problem and to take personal responsibility to
address it. The fact that we have moved from federal office buildings to living
rooms and churches is a remarkable statement that speaks to the power of
individual action.

THIS YEAR

WITH OUR SURVIVORS WE ...

Delivered 70 Rosh
Hashanah bags.

Marked 81 survivor
birthdays.

Hosted our second annual Yom Hashoah
Reception for survivors and their families.

Celebrated Survivor Survivors Sonia Warshawski,
Day with Jewish Adela Dagerman, and Judy
Jacobs at the annual Yom
Hashoah reception for survivors
and their families.

Family Services.

Hosted a Holocaust Survivor
Book Fair, featuring books by and
about our local Holocaust survivors.

Pictured are some of the survivors, children
of survivors, and authors of those books.

MIDWEST CENTER FOR
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION

MCHE

maintains
a strong
financial
position
thanks to

the support of our members,

who sustain our work

+

a Legacy Donation Challenge
Grant from MCHE benefactors
Karen and Mike Herman, who

matched $50,000 in new and

increased memberships in 2025,

&

support from the following grants

JEWISH COMMLUIMNITY

FOUNDATION

ﬁi _]: Wi -|_| {f_! :.I-.I.'- :_I‘.l_'l_:

White Family Supporting Foundation
at the Jewish Community Foundation

info@mchekc.org | mchekc.org | IMPACT



2025 Community
Partner Honoree

MCHE honored Suzanne Ryanstrati
for her work conceptualizing and
choreographing the remarkable
interpretive dance piece Beyond
Broken Glass, based on the testimonies
of local survivors who experienced
Kristallnacht. We invite you to watch
the dance at mchekc.org.

Suzanne Ryanstrati (right) with
MCHE Past President Joyce Hess.

AWARDS &

CELEBRATIONS

2025 Holocaust Educator of the Year

HONORING MICHELLE SUTTON,

HARMONY MIDDLE SCHOOL, OVERLAND PARK, KS

In presenting the award, MCHE Executive Director Jessica
Rockhold noted that Michelle “comes from a school that developed
a holistic team-teaching approach to Holocaust education and
made a commitment to ensuring that every 8th grader received

this education. In my many years of working with Harmony, teachers came and
teachers left. Michelle was always there. She was the bedrock on which their school
built their Holocaust education program. Their sustained excellence is a testament to
Michelle and her commitment to her students, her profession, and this history.”

To learn more about MCHE's honorees, please visit mchekc.org/educator-

of-the-year/.

Honoring Outgoing Board
President Steve Cole

As Steve Cole's third and final year as MCHE Board President
came to an end in June, he was honored for his years of service
with a special remembrance of the German communities that
were home to his family before their flight from Nazi Germany.

WHAT THEY'RE SAYING ...

“My partnership with the MCHE

has enabled me to share survivor
testimonies through the arts to
educate current and future change
mabkers, as well as to honor those who
came before us and walk beside us.
Using the arts to expand education
gives me a way to defy Goebbles’
historic mission and impact on both
the arts and truth”

SUZANNE RYANSTRATI
2025 COMMUNITY PARTNER HONOREE

IMPACT | MCHE | 913-327-8192

“MCHES survivor testimony
collection is invaluable to me as both
an educator and an academic. In
my classrooms and in my research,
these testimonies provide a wealth of
accessible information that seeks to
nuance our understanding of survival,
resilience, and rebuilding not in a
distant geography or distant past.
Instead, these lessons are right here in
the Midwest and applicable to today.”

HOLLIE MARQUESS

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR
AND CO-AUTHOR OF 7HROUGH HELL

TO THE MIDWEST

“I have continually wondered who
the proponents of banning books
would feel comfortable being the
arbiter? Anyone not having access to
To Kill a Mockingbird has missed
the opportunity to be inspired by a
rural, small-town lawyer standing
up against racism. What is there not
to be proud of? What could be more
in keeping with the highest ideals of
America?”

DAVID WRISTEN
2024 RECIPIENT OF A BANNED BOOK



MCHE REACH

July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025

oEE
| —¢
Delivered Reached learners in
99 direct content presentations 37 states Over 70’ ooo il.sers
+Second Generation and multiple countries ?j:gc';fi::ha‘l’:;::e'::
Presentations
Charity **- 494 memberships totaling bt
Navigator rangparency
2025
oooo $170,000
+ FOUR-STAR # in support for our mission Candid.

e

—

STATES REACHED

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
lllinois

lowa
Kansas
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana

Nebraska
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Virginia
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

Direct participation in MCHE educational programming from the U.S.

info@mchekc.org | mchekc.org | IMPACT



PROGRAM

HIGHLIGHTS

Bringing Europe Home Series

GENDERGUEER - --u )

Though we can only travel
with a small group to Europe,
we can bring the learning

home. To that end, we offered Banned BOOkS

a five-part series that allowed  : MCHE marked Banned Book

the public to experience some  : Month by highlighting the history of
of the learning our travelers - Nazi book burning and cultural control
experienced on the 2023 - and giving away 12 books that have
European Study Tour. been banned or challenged in the

United States. MCHE supports the
freedom to read.

KC to DC and Poland .........................................................

MCHE provided wraparound educational support for educators traveling on Book Fair
two study programs — the KC to DC program to the United States Holocaust : The book fair highlighted 12 books
Memorial Museum and to Poland with the Auschwitz Legacy Fellowship. . . .
written by or about local survivors with

the opportunity to meet the authors

and families of the survivors.

Expansion of Through Hell to the Midwest

This innovative mapping project featuring the testimonies of our local
survivors has been expanded to include testimonies outside of those dually
housed at the Fortunoff Archive. This new addition, called “The MCHE
Collection,” has added 18 individuals to the map.

Through Hell to the A
The MCHE Collecton

J.E.D.I. Award Recipient
PLakifam

Tennspanancy Justice - Equity
et oS, Midwest Center for Holocaust Education Di2h Diversity - Inclusion
HOLOCAUST | 5801 West 115th Street, Suite 106 —— Perspective Group, LLC

EDU(;@TION Overland Park, Kansas 66211-1800 Lawrence, KS

IMPACT | MCHE | 913-327-8192



Educators Travel to Poland with the
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Foundation

Lauren Lawrence and Brianne McDermott joined 41
educators from across the U.S. for a study trip to Poland in July.
This is the third year of the partnership between MCHE and the
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Foundation on the Auschwitz

Legacy Fellowship.

The program provides participants with pre-travel learning,
an intensive three-day educational training at Auschwitz, and the
opportunity to connect with educators from across the country.
In 2026, MCHE will again nominate three educators for this

learning experience.

The 2025 Auschwitz Fellows outside the learning center at Auschwitz.

“As a non-Jewish educator, I was especially moved by the vibrancy of Jewish culture in Kazimierz and by our visit to
the Jewish Historical Institute in Warsaw, where we studied the Ringelblum Archive — a hidden collection that preserved

truth during unthinkable terror.

As we move further from living memory, and as Al and digital media rapidly change how young people engage with the

world, our responsibility as educators grows even more urgent. We talked a lot about the role of memory in today’s world and

how essential it is to use precise language, primary sources, and thoughtful pedagogy when teaching the Holocaust.

This experience was the most transformative of my career. I am now returning to my classroom with new tools, deeper

. purpose, and a strong sense that the real work begins now.”

Lauren Lawrence

“The most impactful part of the fellowship was visiting Auschwitz-Birkenau. It was an especially heavy day, walking

through a place where humanity failed in many ways. But that experience was something that will impact my teaching and
my students’ learning. I hope to give my students the chance to connect with the complexities of the Holocaust more closely.”

Brianne McDermott

KC to DC

PARTICIPANTS TRANSLATE LEARNING INTO CLASSROOMS

Supporting classroom educators has
always been a top priority for MCHE. In
that tradition, and through the generous
support of Sam Devinki, son of Holocaust
survivors Fred and Maria Devinki, 12
regional educators participated in the
2025 KC to DC program.

This program is a learning opportunity
featuring rigorous pre-trip education,
including lectures and a guided study, a
two-day travel experience to the United
States Holocaust Memorial Museum
(USHMM) in Washington, D.C, and
extensive follow-up education through
the next school year.

The KC to DC program allows

MCHE to provide intensive education
and resources before and after the travel
experience, taps into important resources
available through USHMM, and provides
a bonding experience for the educators
involved. In addition to being able to
come back to the MCHE team, the
educators become a professional support
network for each other as they translate
this learning into their classrooms.

The 2025 KC to DC cohort
represented schools in Shawnee,
Overland Park, and Wichita, Kansas; and
Avilla, Centerview, Columbia, Deepwater,
Gladstone, Harrisburg, King City,
Raytown, and St. Joseph, Missouri.

Sam Devinki and MCHE's Laura Patton
with the 2025 KC to DC participants.

Another KC to DC cohort is planned
for 2026. Information about this and other
MCHE programs for educators is available
at mchekc.org.
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DONATIONS RECEIVED JULY 1, 2024 - JUNE 30, 2025
THANK YOU for your support. We cannot do it without you!

Please visit mchekc.org/membership to use the enclosed envelope to become a member, renew your membership for 2026,

make a general donation, or give a gift membership.

A Erwin & Phyllis Abrams ~ David Achtenberg & Alice Jacks Achtenberg ~ Judy Adams ~ Mark & Lucinda Adams ~ Maggie Adler ~
Sylvia Agard ~ Janet Provines Agron ~ Melanie & Daniel Allmayer ~ Avrom & Rachel Altman ~ Robynn & Michael Andracsek ~ Heather Aronoff
~ Martha & David Aronson ~ Jim & Pamela Ash ~ Audrey Asher & Michael Lerner ~ Martha Atlas ~ Richard & Barbara Atlas ~ Atonement
Lutheran Church ~ Steve & Diane Azorsky B Bruce & Janet Baker ~ Gabrielle Baker ~ Melanie Ball ~ Cory & Amy Barash ~ Edward Barash
~ James Barber ~ Tom & Carol Barnett ~ Richard & Shari Barr ~ Jeremiah Baruxen ~ Mickey Batnitzky ~ Ann Baum ~ Barbara Bayer ~ Melinda Beal ~

Michael & Linda Begleiter ~ Katrina Bell ~ Phillis Bengis ~ Stacy & Tyler Benson ~ Andrew Bergerson &

Jeanette Jones ~ Bill & Maureen Berkley ~ Steve Berman & Judy Jacks Berman ~ Susan Bernstein

LEGACY GlFTS & Chucker Luetje ~ Jesseca Kate Berryman ~ Alice & Terry Bertels ~ Irene Bettinger ~
Make Holocaust education part of your Pierre & Laurence Bezencon ~ Cathryn Billings ~ Kourtney Black ~ Cathy & Donovan Blake
enduring philanthropic legacy by including ~ Marion and Henry Bloch Family Foundation ~ Jenifer & Michael Blum ~ Mike & Sherry Blumenthal ~
a gift to MCHE in your will, your trust, or Christopher Bobal ~ Fred & Cindy Bodker ~ Diane Botwin Alpert ~ Elliot Brand ~ Ellen Bresky
by beneficiary designation. Contact Jessica ~ Mark Brockelman ~ Milton & Natalie Brod ~ Alvin Brooks ~ Pam Feingold Brooks & Joe Brooks ~
Rockhold at 913-327-8191 or jessicar@ Linda Brown & Claudia Hubbard ~ Herb & Bonnie Buchbinder ~ Ken & Norma Buchwach
mchekc.org to become a legacy donor. ~ Jeff Buhai & Suzanne Rosenblatt ~ John Burger ~ Margaret Burton ~ Melba Buterin ~ llene & Paul Byer

€ Damian Capozzola ~ Nancy Carl ~ Robert & Kathleen Carr ~ Lisa Carson ~ Roberta Cavitt ~

Lorece Chanelle ~ Harriett Charno ~ Pati Chasnoff ~ Jonathan & Ellen Chilton ~ BK Christopher
~ Shelly Cline ~ Terry & Joan Coatta ~ Debbie & John Coe ~ Grace Cogan ~ Alan & Linda Cohen ~ Donna Gould Cohen ~ David Cohn ~ Alexandra Colbert ~
Steve & Beth Cole ~ Harry Collier ~ Julie & Jeffrey Colvin ~ Tiffany Connelly ~ David & Linda Cooper ~ Paul & Bunni Copaken ~ Clayton & Jayne Copple
~ Robert Corchine & Andrea Poisner-Corchine ~ Margaret Cornett ~ Kerry Cosner & Michael Block ~ David Cotter ~ Amy Cox ~ Geri Crain ~
Margaret Crane ~ Jannie & Patrick Cubbage ~ Deanna Culver D Adela Dagerman ~ Ellen Dalen ~ Rebecca Dalton ~ Diane Davidner
~ Jerome & Liz Davidow ~ Ardie & Gretchen Davis ~ Peggy & Zandy Davis ~ Katherine DeBruce ~ Denise Decker ~ Michelle Dehaemers ~
Sam Devinki & Mary Stahl ~ Bob & Kathy DeWitt ~ David & Nancy Dilley ~ Shirley Dimmitt ~ Erica Dobreff ~ Monica & Myron Dreiling
~ Heidi Durwood E Estelle Edelbaum & Glenn Esser ~ Alan Edelman & Debbie Sosland-Edelman ~ Elizabeth Edelman ~ Karl & Renate Ederer ~
Howard Eichenwald ~ Elinor Eisemann* ~ Mark Eisemann & Leslie Mark ~ David Eisenberg ~ Mary Emanuel ~ Jane & David Emley
~ Roger & Virginia Emley ~ Liliane Endlich ~ Jerry Enslein & Hannah Harris ~ Warren & Jenny Erdman ~ Andy Ernstein ~ Susan Evans ~
Scott Eveloff & Ruth Eisen F Family of Isak & Ann Federman ~ Art & Diane Federman ~ Lorie Federman ~ Martin & Joyce Fee ~ Thomas & Ellen Feiden
~ David Feingold & Trudi Galblum ~ Ken & Rose Fichman ~ Ashley Fillmore ~ Beatrice & Steve Fine ~ Paul Fingersh & Brenda Althouse ~
Reggie & Jonathan Fink ~ Deb Finkelstein ~ Mark & Kathy Firestone ~ First Baptist Church ~ Joel & Annette Fish ~ Helen Fisher ~ Brenda Fishman
~ Nancy & Mark Fitzpatrick ~ Steve & Milisa Flekier ~ Sarah Forti ~ Jim & Eva Foster ~ Elliott & Nancy Franks ~ Katy Franzen ~ Ed & Sandi Fried ~
Frank & Sondra Friedman ~ Roger Friedmann ~ Dan & Mary Lou Fritts ~ Bernice Fromm ~ Joyce Fulps G Jonathan Gale ~ Josh & Ronna Garry
~ Elizabeth George ~ Susie Gershon ~ Howard & Cherice Gerson ~ Jeff & Karen Gerson ~ Paul Gieringer ~ Clinton & Cristina Gillom ~
Bill & Cherie Ginsberg ~ Byron & Gerri Lyn Ginsburg ~ Johnny & Jane Girson ~ Karen Glickstein & Don Swartz ~ Allan Golad & Deborah Price
~ Lance Goldberg ~ Nolan Goldberg ~ Karin Golden ~ Mary Goldman ~ Max & Julie Goldman ~ Susie Goldsmith ~ Edward Goldstein & Rachel Krantz ~
Mitchell Goldstein ~ Sam & Roberta Goller ~ Brian Goodman ~ David Goodman ~ Janey Goodman ~ Laura Goodman Mitchell & Joshua Mitchell
~ Krista Gordon ~ Mark & Ruth Gordon ~ Charles & Barbara Gorodetzky ~ Laura Greenbaum ~ Mary & Mark Greenberg ~ Jane & Russell Greene ~
Diane Greenspun ~ Fred Greenstein & Marcia Schoenfeld ~ Amy Greif ~ Robert Griffey ~ Susan & Barry Grissom ~ Ruvane & Clara Grossman
~ Sheldon Grossman ~ Andrew Gustafson & Sandra Enriquez ~ Allen & Gail Gutovitz ~ Sam & Susan Gutovitz H Nathan Haas ~ Tina Hacker ~
Linda & Clint Hall ~ Garrett & Jessica Halton ~ Winn Halverhout ~ Mitch & Lisa Hamburg ~ Natalie Hammer & Hanan Hammer ~ Linda & Steve Hammer
~Marc Hammer & Alana Muller ~ Heather Hammig ~ Linda Harold ~ Dianne Harrell ~ Sharon Harrison ~ Ralph Hartwich ~ Ronda & Rob Hassig ~
Mackenzie Haun ~ Kathy Krigel Hawley & Scott Hawley* ~ Spence & Susie Heddens ~ Alison & Norman Heisler ~ Ethan Helfand
~ Charles Helzberg & Sandra Baer ~ Barnett C. Helzberg, Jr. & Shirley Bush Helzberg ~ Marilyn Hennis ~ Matthew Henrickson ~ Pamela Henrickson ~
Michael & Karen Herman ~ Mark & Vicki Herman ~ Stephanie & Jeff Herman ~ Jackie & Phillip Hermanson ~ Manuel & Maureen Hernandez
~ Reus Chaya Hersh ~ George Hertz ~ Bruce & Lori Hertzfield ~ Alexandra Hess ~ Joyce & James Hess ~ Cheryl Hewitt & David Schauner ~
Bob Hill & Priscilla Reckling ~ Harry & Gail Himmelstein ~ Miriam Hipsh ~ Joe & Deborah Hodnik ~ Tracie Holley ~ Elliott & Kathy Hollub ~ Mary Holm
~ Marilynn Hoover ~ Laurie & Jeffrey Horn ~ Roger Hurwitz ~ Andi Husted ~ David & Cindy Huston I Simon & Debbie Igielnik ~ Society of
London England ~ Bill & Lynn Intrater ~ John & Jenny Isenberg ~ Tom Isenberg & Ann Slegman Isenberg J Judy Jacobs ~ Alan & Joan Jacobson
~ Ron & Harriet Jacobson ~ John & Trudy Jacobson ~ Jagoda Family Foundation ~ Kevin Jay ~ Max Jevinsky ~ Jewish Community Foundation
of Greater Kansas City ~ Jewish Federation of Greater Kansas City ~ Juliette Johnson ~ Keith & Deborah Jordan ~ Julie Jordan Chapman
K Baruch & Donna Kaelter ~ Norman Kahn & Diana Winyard ~ Tyra Kalman ~ Pamela & Howard Kannady ~ Kansas City Oasis ~ Bill & Pam Kanter
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~ David & Fran Kanter ~ Melissa Kanter ~ Mitchell Kanter ~ Stanley Kanter & Sarah Grimes ~ Marian Kaplan ~ Matthew Kaplan ~ Marcia Karbank ~
Lucas Karlin ~ Ann Karty & William Silverman ~ Barry Kaseff & Lynne Melcher ~ Milton & Sharon Katz ~ Suzy Katz ~ Andy & Lynn Kaufman
~ Kurt & Stephanie Kavanaugh ~ Maureen Kennedy ~ John & Ann Kenney ~ Sally Friedman Kerr ~ Richard Kessler ~ Deedee King ~ Merrie King ~
Susie Kirschbaum ~ Lori Klarfeld ~ Carla Klausner ~ Mirra Klausner & Todd Clauer* ~ Serena Klausner ~ Mark & Marcie Klein ~ David & Lisa Klose
~ Piet Knetsch ~ Beth Koenigsberger ~ Brad & Amanda Koffman ~ Marie Koffman ~ Maury & Phyllis Kohn ~ Jason & Heather Kort ~ Bill* & Regina Kort ~
Stephen Kort ~ Jackie Kraft ~ Jeff & Polly Kramer ~ Stephanie Kramer ~ Joe & Netta Krashin ~ Barry Krigel ~ Sandy & Erlene Krigel ~ Bruce & Gayle Krigel
~ Scott & Susan Krigel ~ Kliff & Sherry Kuehl ~ Martin Kupper & Dana Lamm ~ Shawn Kyndesen L Linda Larkins & Bruce Culley ~ Michele Lax &
Barry Garber ~ Allen & Susan Lebovitz ~ Lisa Lefkovitz ~ Larry Leibson ~ Mechele Leon ~ Susan & Matt Leonard ~ Bruce & Devra Lerner ~
Ken & Sandi Lerner ~ Donna Letsch ~ Vivian Levin ~ Joel & Bev Levine ~ Norman & Clara Levine ~ David & Toby Levine ~ Gayle Levy
~ Cynthia Lewinsohn ~ Tom* & Alice Lewinsohn* ~ David & Beverly Lewis ~ Mary Lewis ~ Morris Liebschutz ~ Craig & Colleen Ligibel ~ Benni Lipschuetz ~
Frank Lipsman & Janet Mark ~ Michael & Beth Liss ~ Emily Loeb & Lee Hammons ~ Rachel Loeb & Zach Block, Solomon & Walter Block
~ Peter & Sharon Loftspring ~ Rodney & Molly Longhofer ~ Bill & Patsy Lorimer ~ Lon Lowenstein ~ Lowenstein Family Supporting Foundation ~
Dave & Sandy Lowery ~ Karen Luchinsky ~ Brad Lucht ~ Margie Lundy M Joy Macherone ~ Joseph & Juanita Madrigal ~ Sheryl Maguire
~ Larry Mallin ~ Lisa Mallin ~ Jeff & Sharon Mallin ~ Jack Mandelbaum, A"H ~ John Mandelbaum & Bruce Larsen ~ Mark & Ellie Mandelbaum ~
Aaron March ~ Lynnly Busler Marcotte ~ Joel Markowitz & Susan Krowley-Markowitz ~ Hollie Marquess ~ Adam & Kim Matsil ~ Mary Ann McCue
~ Arvel & Linda McElroy ~ Cynthia McGrae ~ Rebecca McKee ~ Nina McKenna ~ John McKinney ~ Mary Ann Meeks ~ Joseph & Alice Megerman ~
Casey Meier ~ Jay & Symie Menitove ~ Susan Merrell ~ Tom Merrell ~ Kurt* & Marilyn Metzl ~ Tara Micham ~ Mid-Kansas Jewish Federation
~ Kathy & Bill Migneron ~ Robert & Nancy Milgrim ~ Jill & Andrew Miller ~ Matt & Stefani Miller ~ Kathleen Missman ~ Mitchell/ Tufts Foundation ~
Cyndi Moehlman ~ Shawn Moore ~ Eric & Shanny Morgenstern ~ Katrina Morrison ~ Max & Charlene Muller ~ Jim & Nicole Murray ~
Ragen & Majorie Murray ~ Michelle Musgrave ~ Jeff & Suzanne Myers ~ Mark Myron & Debbie Smith-Myron N Jack Nagel ~ Mark & Vicky Nanos
~ Daniel Nash & Sarah Hirsch ~ Marcy Nelson ~ Gudrun Neumann ~ David Newkirk ~ Amber Nickell ~ Molly Nickle ~ Steven & Rosie Nochlin ~
Harrietalison Nohe-Hutchins ~ Sharon Noorollah ~ Carla Norwood ~ Borislav Nozhnik © Jan Oehrle P Jay Pack ~ Karen & Steve Pack ~ Sarah Page
~ Janice & Michael Panknin ~ Christopher Parker ~ Allen & Debra Parmet ~ Steve & Sandy Passer ~ Laura Patton ~ Ronald & Donna Patton ~
Steven & Jennifer Paul ~ Lee & Esther Pearlmutter ~ Marlys Peck ~ Joel & Brenda Pelofsky ~ Floyd Pentlin ~ The Perspective Group, LLC
~ Shelly & Stevie Pessin ~ Pittsburg Middle School ~ Jeff & Angela Place ~ Andi Plotsky ~ Ellen Polsky ~ Polsky Family Charitable Foundation ~
David & Carol Porter ~ Porter-Gill-Hill Foundation ~ Jay & Ellen Portnoy ~ David Potts R Beryl Raff & Paul Russell ~ Ramon Ramirez ~ Gay & Scott Ramsey
~ Mary Ann Reddy ~ James Redington ~ Jennifer Reeder ~ Robert Regnier ~ Philip & Nancy Reicher ~ Sharon Reus ~ Jerry Rinaldi ~
Chuck & Michelle Ritter ~ Regina Rockers ~ Jessica & John Rockhold ~ Lindsay & Chad Roesler ~ Barbie Rogoff ~ Rosanne & Howard Rosen
~ Alan & Myra Rosenberg Charitable Fund ~ Deborah Rosenberg ~ Herb Rosenberg ~ Marty Rosenberg ~ Miles & Sally Ross ~ Aryn Roth & Richard Farnan ~
Steve & Karen Rothstein ~ Debra Rubin ~ Terry & Tammy Ruder ~ Mike Russell ~ Suzanne Ryanstrati § Kenneth & Teri Sackin ~ Hal & Carol Sader
~ Neil & Bitsy Sader ~ Grant Sander ~ Jeff & Linda Sander ~ Emma Sandler ~ Mark Sappington ~ Kenton Schaben ~ Dan & Miriam Scharf ~
Daniel Schaub ~ Janet Schenone ~ Billy & Fani Schifman ~ Bill & Marge Schlosberg ~ Dan & Vivien Schlozman ~ Alan Schneider ~ Gloria Schoolman
~ Leslie Schuenemeyer ~ Carl & Bonnie Schulkin ~ Chris Schumm ~ Howard Schwartz & Barbara Kilikow-Schwartz ~ Kaley Wajcman Schwartzbard
& Jonathan Schwartzbard, Eliana, Noah, & Danielle ~ Lynn Schweig ~ Cookie Segelstein ~ David & Jeanne Seldner ~ Penny Selle ~ Toney Senator
~ Peter & Amy Shapiro ~ Dale Sharon ~ John Sharp ~ Carole Sher ~ Michael & Beth Sherry ~ Leland & Jill Shurin ~ Merna Siegler ~ Larry & Renee Silver ~
Vicki Simmons ~ Bob & Aletha Simon ~ Benjamin Simon ~ Richard & Connie Simon ~ Robert & Debra Simon ~ Sonny & Max Singer
~ Myron & Elaine Slotsky ~ Dana & Stuart Smith ~ Michele Mittelman Smith & Jeff Smith ~ William Smith ~ Bruce & Celia Solomon ~ Ed & Marcia Soltz ~
Kelly & Dan Somberg ~ Elizabeth Sondhaus ~ Ken & Sheila Sonnenschein ~ Neil & Blanche Sosland ~ Charlie & Jeannie Sosland ~ David & Rachel Sosland
~Josh & Jane Sosland ~ Vivian and Hymie J. Sosland Charitable Trust ~ Dolores Sosnow ~ Stephen & Martha Sparks ~ Sarah Stapp ~ Irene Starr ~
Joshua & Sheryl Stein ~ Patricia & Richard Stein ~ Stewart & Esther Stein ~ Lara & Dan Steinel ~ Erwin & Betty Stern ~ Peter Stern & Deborah Frye Stern
~ Fran & David Sternberg ~ Todd & Shirley Stettner ~ Renee Stevenson ~ Shari Stimetz ~ Dan & Jennie Stolper ~ Steve & Barb Stras ~
Dominique Stringer ~ Matthew & Rita Sudhalter ~ Steve & Evelina Swartzman ~ Dave & Susie Swift ~ Eric Swim ~ Marvin Szneler T Robert Tamasi
~ Bill & Marcia Tammeus ~ Paul Temme & Loring Leifer ~ Temple Beth Sholom ~ Paul Teverow ~ Isaac Tevet ~ Harvey & Donna Thalblum ~
Lowell & Evy Tilzer ~ Jerome Tilzer ~ Kay Tisdell ~ Nancy Todd ~ Ted & Diane Traczewski ~ Cliff & Carol Trenton ~ Steve & Debbie Trenton
~ Howard Trilling ~ Benesto & Sharon Tumanut ~ Ralph & Nina Turec ~ Daniel Turner & Carol Dziadik Turner U Chuck & Ester Udell ~
James & Amy Uhlmann ~ Shirley Unell ~ Dale Urie V Jeannette Vahle ~ Sue Vile ~ Susan Vogel ~ David Von Drehle W Davey & Mindy Wajcman
~ John & Barbara Waldron ~ Jennifer Wampler ~ Bradley & Barbara Warady ~ Andrea Warren ~ Ed & Donna Warren ~ Sonia Warshawski ~
Susan Warshawsky ~ Joel & Susan Waxman ~ John & Pat Weed ~ Gary & Gail Weinberg ~ Michael Weindling & Patricia Hurley ~ Felicia Weiner
~ Marc & Ellie Weinstein ~ Andrea Weis ~ Lynette Wescott ~ Western Kansas Insurance Services, Inc. ~ White Family Supporting Foundation ~
Loren & Tom Whittaker ~ Anita Widaman ~ Tracy Williams ~ Craig & Carol Wilson ~ Ed & Kristen Wilson ~ Maureen Wilt ~ Elijah Winkler
~ John Wise ~ Wolowski Family ~ Gene Wolowski ~ Michael & Ruth Worthington ~ David Wristen Y Crystal Yakel-Kuntz ~ Betty & Corey Yung
Z Mike & Pam Zanders ~ Jean & Bob Zeldin ~ Stan & Joyce Zeldin ~ Gerald Zobel ~ Karl & Beth Zobrist ~ Louie & Janet Zwillenberg

A special thank you to our patrons who donate anonymously. We regret any errors or omissions and would appreciate your contacting the MCHE office at danas@mchekc.org with any needed corrections.
*Of blessed memory
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Children of Holocaust survivors
occupy a unique place in Holocaust
history and its shift from lived memory to
history. The impact of the Holocaust did
not end in 1945. Each child of a survivor
has their own experiences and story to
tell, which is impacted by where they
were born, birth order, the dynamic
years in which they came of age, and the
degree to which they experienced their
parents’ trauma. As MCHE continues to

engage the second and third generations

in the transmission of memory, we
offer opportunities to participate in four
upcoming programs.

Second Generation Singers

Each year at Yom Hashoah we sing
Zog Nit Keynmol — the song adopted
by the partisans and universally
acknowledged as a song of resistance.
It is a deeply moving experience to
watch the survivors in the audience
singing and remembering those acts of
resistance — large and small — that
they witnessed in the Holocaust.

At the suggestion of a member of
the Second Generation, we are inviting
children, grandchildren, and great-

Singers who join will be performing with the Hyman Brand Hebrew Academy choir and
have the opportunity to impact their learning and experience of Yom Hashoah.

grandchildren of survivors to join us
in creating a very special tribute to
survivors at Yom Hashoah 2026.

With the help of Devra Lerner, a
music educator and choir leader, we
invite you to join us in learning both the
history and the song and performing it
at Yom Hashoah along with cantorial
support and the Hyman Brand Hebrew
Academy Choir.

Complete information is available at
mchekc.org/generations-initiative/.
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- . | T
Jewish Partisans Memonals in Bat-Yam, IsraeI The bottom features words from Zog Nit
Keynmol which say, “Don't say this is my last way.”

Second Generation
Testimony Project

This project seeks to, for the first time,
record the testimony of children of survivors
in telling their own stories. MCHE was a
national leader in engaging our second
generation as primary speakers, and they
have delivered hundreds of presentations to
school and public audiences since 2006.

Now we seek to formally record and
preserve their testimony, adding to the
depth of our understanding about:

* their own childhoods — some as
immigrants themselves and others
who were born here to immigrant
families;

* the impact of growing up during the
Baby Boom and the dynamic years of
social change that followed; and

* reflections, now as older adults, on
these unique experiences and the
markers of their lives.

To our knowledge this is a unique
program among Holocaust centers. The
resulting research collection will offer
future research opportunities and a vast
collection to expand our understanding of
the continued impact of the Holocaust in
our own community.



The new Second Generation Testimony
Collection will add to and enhance the
current collection of testimonies in the
Witnesses to the Holocaust Archive.

Generations Writing Project
This writing opportunity will be
open to any adult child, grandchild,
or great-grandchild of a survivor
who is interested in joining a
writing community to explore their
memories. A group of the Second
Generation will meet separately from
the Third and Fourth. Writing will be
managed in a facilitated group with
writing prompts, workshopping, and
the option to submit pieces for a
published collection.

Third Generation Social

We want to create a space for the
Third Generation — the grandchildren
of survivors — to gather. Watch for
details, which will come by email for this
social opportunity to build community.

To ensure that we can reach you
with these program announcements
and information, please update
your contact information at
mchekc.org/contact/.

Complete details about these
projects are available at
mchekc.org/generations-initiative/.

Generous support for the Generations
Initiative was provided by the White
Family Supporting Foundation at the
Jewish Community Foundation of
Greater Kansas City.

SURVIVOR PROFILE

Kurt Levi

OF BLESSED MEMORY
1910 - 2000

Kurt Levi was bornin 1910 in
Wiesbaden, Germany. When the
Nazis took power in 1933, Kurt was
a practicing attorney who lost his
profession through Aryanization
laws. Fearing for his future in
Germany he attempted several
paths to immigration through
business ventures across Europe,
Casablanca, and British Mandate
Palestine, eventually returning to
his father’s business because his
opportunities were cut off by
Nazi policies.

In 1936, Kurt fled Nazi Germany
on a 10-day visitor's visa to the
United States, which he received
by swearing that he would not
overstay the visa or emigrate to
the U.S. through any other country.
On the advice of officials in New
York, he then traveled to Cuba
with the intent of emigrating to the
U.S. instead of returning Germany.
There he waited three fraught
months as the paperwork he signed
in Germany declaring that he would
not emigrate was transferred.

Through a series of careful
decisions and good luck, Kurt
eventually succeeded in working
through the immigration system.
His path to safety took him
through multiple countries across
four continents. He gained entry to
the U.S., returning to New York in
March 1937. He was able to help
his parents leave Germany in 1938,
eventually reuniting in 1941.

¥

Kurt Levi

To view Kurt's video testimony and learn more about his
experiences, visit mchekc.org/testimonial/kurt-levi/ or visit his
map in the “Through Hell to the Midwest” project at mchekc.org.
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MCHE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

NON PROFIT ORG.
President U.S.POSTAGE
Stacy Benson PAID
Midwest Center for Holocaust Education KANSAS CITY,

MIDWEST CENTER FOR

HOLOCAUST | 5801 West 115th Street, Suite 106 MISSOURI

Immediate Past President

Steven E. Cole PERMIT NO. 910

EDUCATION ) yerland Park, Kansas 66211-1800

Vice Presidents
Dr. Andrew Stuart Bergerson * Debbie Coe
Dr. John McKinney * Marvin Szneler

Secretary
Reggie Fink

J.E.D.I. Award Recipient
Treasurer Justice - Equity

Dr. Lowell Tilzer

Diversity - Inclusion
Perspective Group, LLC

Assistant Treasurer
Brian Goodman

Board of Directors
Melanie Ball = Brad Barash = Michelle Cole
Alan Edelman = Jerald Enslein
Andrew Gustafson = Dr. Allen Gutovitz
Ethan Helfand = Tyra Kalman
Jim Murray = Dr. Amber Nickell

Council of Advocates
Steve Azorsky = Grace Cogan
Nancy Fitzpatrick = Roger Friedmann
Clint Gillom = Angela Gottesburen
Tracie Holley * Meghan Jaben
Dr. Henry Kanarek = Matthew Kaplan
Susan Leonard = Hollie Marquess
Alisa Meireis * Marcy Nelson
Edgar Palacios * Melissa Robinson
Martin Rosenberg * Emma Sandler
Beth Sherry = Golan Silverman
Sheila Sonnenschein = Sarah Stapp
Dominique Stringer * Rita Sudhalter
David Von Drehle = Dr. Loren Whittaker
Elijah Winkler

Council of Presidents
Mark Adams = Steve Chick*

Hon. Arthur B. Federman = Steve Flekier
Karen M. Herman = Joyce E. Hess
William B. Kort* = Gayle P. Krigel
Colleen M. Ligibel = Carol Sader

Dr. Blanche E. Sosland = Karl Zobrist

Directors Emeriti
Maria Devinki* = Isak Federman*
Jack Mandelbaum*

* of blessed memory

MCHE TEAM

Jessica Rockhold - Executive Director
jessicar@mchekc.org

Dr. Shelly Cline - Director of Education/Historian
shellyc@mchekc.org

Dr. Melissa Karp - Content Specialist
melissak@mchekc.org

Laura Patton - Program Associate
laurap@mchekc.org

Dana Smith - Account Manager
danas@mchekc.org
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Lawrence, KS

Platinum
Transparency
SIS

Candid.

Beginning ' 1
October 16/17 |

Fall Lunch and
Learn - Policing
the People

October 19
Navigating
Holocaust
Memory
Amidst
Contemporary
Antisemitism

October 23

The Soldier with
No Name: Claude
Cahun and Queer
Jewish Resistance

FALL/ZWINTER PROGRAM CALENDAR

Please visit mchekc.org for program information and registration.

OCTOBER NOVEMBER

November 3
Dictating Art: The Nazi Regimentation
of Culture

November 10

Kristallnacht Commemoration -
Eroding the Rule of Law in the
Third Reich

November 13
Preview the Contest

DECEMBER

December 8-9
Americans and the Holocaust - taught as
a Melton class through Jewish Experiences

JANUARY 2026

January 27
International Holocaust Remembrance
Day Commemoration



