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FROM OFFICES TO LIVING ROOMS

THE POWER OF INDIVIDUAL ACTION

This year, as the federal and state governments pulled back from Holocaust
recognition events, MCHE lost the many presentations we typically give to
government agencies. Nevertheless, we still presented 99 direct contact programs
— slightly MORE than the previous year!

This success speaks to the outpouring of support we have received from the
broader community, largely in reaction to the situation of the world. Supporters
have seen antisemitism and asked for information. They have witnessed the
government pull back and invited us to their faith communities, social groups, and
even their homes.

This is a testament to the people in our communities. It is also a testament to
the impact of the work we have been doing all these years. Laying the groundwork.
Empowering people to identify a problem and to take personal responsibility to
address it. The fact that we have moved from federal office buildings to living
rooms and churches is a remarkable statement that speaks to the power of
individual action.

THIS YEAR

WITH OUR SURVIVORS WE ...

Delivered 70 Rosh
Hashanah bags.

Marked 81 survivor
birthdays.

Hosted our second annual Yom Hashoah
Reception for survivors and their families.

Celebrated Survivor Survivors Sonia Warshawski,
Day with Jewish Adela Dagerman, and Judy
Jacobs at the annual Yom
Hashoah reception for survivors
and their families.

Family Services.

Hosted a Holocaust Survivor
Book Fair, featuring books by and
about our local Holocaust survivors.

Pictured are some of the survivors, children
of survivors, and authors of those books.

MIDWEST CENTER FOR
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION

MCHE

maintains
a strong
financial
position
thanks to

the support of our members,

who sustain our work

+

a Legacy Donation Challenge
Grant from MCHE benefactors
Karen and Mike Herman, who

matched $50,000 in new and

increased memberships in 2025,

&

support from the following grants

JEWISH COMMLUIMNITY

FOUNDATION

ﬁi _]: Wi -|_| {f_! :.I-.I.'- :_I‘.l_'l_:

White Family Supporting Foundation
at the Jewish Community Foundation
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2025 Community
Partner Honoree

MCHE honored Suzanne Ryanstrati
for her work conceptualizing and
choreographing the remarkable
interpretive dance piece Beyond
Broken Glass, based on the testimonies
of local survivors who experienced
Kristallnacht. We invite you to watch
the dance at mchekc.org.

Suzanne Ryanstrati (right) with
MCHE Past President Joyce Hess.

AWARDS &

CELEBRATIONS

2025 Holocaust Educator of the Year

HONORING MICHELLE SUTTON,

HARMONY MIDDLE SCHOOL, OVERLAND PARK, KS

In presenting the award, MCHE Executive Director Jessica
Rockhold noted that Michelle “comes from a school that developed
a holistic team-teaching approach to Holocaust education and
made a commitment to ensuring that every 8th grader received

this education. In my many years of working with Harmony, teachers came and
teachers left. Michelle was always there. She was the bedrock on which their school
built their Holocaust education program. Their sustained excellence is a testament to
Michelle and her commitment to her students, her profession, and this history.”

To learn more about MCHE's honorees, please visit mchekc.org/educator-

of-the-year/.

Honoring Outgoing Board
President Steve Cole

As Steve Cole's third and final year as MCHE Board President
came to an end in June, he was honored for his years of service
with a special remembrance of the German communities that
were home to his family before their flight from Nazi Germany.

WHAT THEY'RE SAYING ...

“My partnership with the MCHE

has enabled me to share survivor
testimonies through the arts to
educate current and future change
mabkers, as well as to honor those who
came before us and walk beside us.
Using the arts to expand education
gives me a way to defy Goebbles’
historic mission and impact on both
the arts and truth”

SUZANNE RYANSTRATI
2025 COMMUNITY PARTNER HONOREE

IMPACT | MCHE | 913-327-8192

“MCHES survivor testimony
collection is invaluable to me as both
an educator and an academic. In
my classrooms and in my research,
these testimonies provide a wealth of
accessible information that seeks to
nuance our understanding of survival,
resilience, and rebuilding not in a
distant geography or distant past.
Instead, these lessons are right here in
the Midwest and applicable to today.”

HOLLIE MARQUESS

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR
AND CO-AUTHOR OF 7HROUGH HELL

TO THE MIDWEST

“I have continually wondered who
the proponents of banning books
would feel comfortable being the
arbiter? Anyone not having access to
To Kill a Mockingbird has missed
the opportunity to be inspired by a
rural, small-town lawyer standing
up against racism. What is there not
to be proud of? What could be more
in keeping with the highest ideals of
America?”

DAVID WRISTEN
2024 RECIPIENT OF A BANNED BOOK



MCHE REACH

July 1, 2024 to June 30, 2025
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STATES REACHED

Alabama
Alaska
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware
Florida
Georgia
lllinois

lowa
Kansas
Maine
Maryland
Massachusetts
Minnesota
Missouri
Montana

Nebraska
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio
Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
South Carolina
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Virginia
Washington
Wisconsin
Wyoming

Direct participation in MCHE educational programming from the U.S.
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PROGRAM

HIGHLIGHTS

Bringing Europe Home Series

GENDERGUEER - --u )

Though we can only travel
with a small group to Europe,
we can bring the learning

home. To that end, we offered Banned BOOkS

a five-part series that allowed  : MCHE marked Banned Book

the public to experience some  : Month by highlighting the history of
of the learning our travelers - Nazi book burning and cultural control
experienced on the 2023 - and giving away 12 books that have
European Study Tour. been banned or challenged in the

United States. MCHE supports the
freedom to read.

KC to DC and Poland .........................................................

MCHE provided wraparound educational support for educators traveling on Book Fair
two study programs — the KC to DC program to the United States Holocaust : The book fair highlighted 12 books
Memorial Museum and to Poland with the Auschwitz Legacy Fellowship. . . .
written by or about local survivors with

the opportunity to meet the authors

and families of the survivors.

Expansion of Through Hell to the Midwest

This innovative mapping project featuring the testimonies of our local
survivors has been expanded to include testimonies outside of those dually
housed at the Fortunoff Archive. This new addition, called “The MCHE
Collection,” has added 18 individuals to the map.

Through Hell to the A
The MCHE Collecton

J.E.D.I. Award Recipient
PLakifam
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