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Good evening everyone.
I’m truly honored to be here and incredibly grateful to receive this recognition.  For over 25 years, I’ve been fortunate that the Midwest Center for Holocaust Education has been a cornerstone of my career and, quite honestly, my personal life. Within the Isak Federman Teaching Cadre, we have often said that there is no better professional development than Cadre.  Over the years, Jessica Rockhold, Shelly Cline, and Fran Stern have been instrumental in furthering my Holocaust education.  But I wouldn’t be half the educator I am today without the lesson ideas and unwavering support from my fellow Cadre members. Of course, that professional growth doesn’t happen in a vacuum, I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge my husband, Casey.  By anchoring our life at home, Casey has allowed me to attend classes, lead workshops, attend after school meetings, and even travel overseas.  These opportunities guided me into discovering what truly drives me and benefits my students: the power of survivor testimony. 
Throughout my career, I’ve been privileged to learn from many survivors – in person, through film, and through the enduring legacy of their memoirs. That deep connection to the human story was first sparked years ago when a fellow Cadre member, Rhonda Ireland, invited Sam Sander to speak to our entire sophomore class. It was Sam’s voice that first showed me how these personal experiences stay with a student long after the history books are closed.  Not long after his visit, I picked up the memoir of one of the most impactful figures in my career, Holocaust survivor Gerda Weissmann Klein.
For many years, my Advanced Studies World History students have read her memoir, All But My Life. Every year her story of unimaginable loss, but also of courage, resilience, selflessness, love, and an enduring belief in humanity has brought students to tears. Gerda’s voice has become a constant presence in my classroom – and, in many ways, my life. Her courage and clarity have guided not only how I teach, but how I try to live: with intention, gratitude, and a responsibility to share this history.  Many years ago, along with other Isak Federman Cadre members, I had the opportunity to meet Gerda, at a speech and book-signing.  After a brief conversation, she kissed me on the cheek and thanked me for teaching the Holocaust. 
But it is Gerda who deserved the thanks.  Through her testimony, and the testimony of so many others, students see beyond dates and events. They see individuals. They see families. They see the weight of moral choices.  Again and again, students tell me that these testimonies help them appreciate the things we so often take for granted: our families, our health, and the security of our homes. 
This connection became even more profound over the last two years.  Through MCHE, my Holocaust Studies students have worked on “client-connected projects” using local survivor testimony.  It has been truly inspiring to witness high schoolers take such care in preserving the history of individual stories, as well as creating educational opportunities for the Kansas City community.
Their interest and passion reminded me why this work is so important. Testimony does not end when it is recorded. It lives on in the hearts and actions of those who encounter it.
For the students here tonight, you’ve already begun this vital work.  As you move forward, I hope you continue to share the testimonies you’ve researched, ensuring Holocaust history remains a part of our collective memory.  It is also my hope that you continue to grow in your knowledge and understanding in the lessons of the Holocaust.  As I’m sure you’re aware, antisemitism is growing at an extremely dangerous rate.  By sharing what you’ve learned about the Holocaust, your generation can stand up to this ignorance spreading throughout our society and across the globe.  You can make a difference by squashing Holocaust denial with the testimony from survivors and their families.  Lastly, I hope the lessons of strength, love, and resilience you’ve heard will provide the foundation for an appreciative and purposeful adult life, just as they have for me. 
I’ll end with Gerda’s words which she shared with young people – words that have always resonated with me, “Do something you believe in or care about, when you get to the end of your day or your life, you must answer to yourself, to be able to say, ‘If I saw something wrong, I spoke up’.”
Thank you to my colleagues, who took time out of their busy day to nominate me for this award.  And thank you to the Midwest Center for Holocaust Education, for this honor.  Your dedication continually reminds me that this work truly matters.
Thank you.
