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From Communities to Catastrophe:
Tracing the Final Solution with MCHE

13 days | Sep 012027—Sep 13 2027

In 2027, we observe the 85th anniversary of the Nazis systematic plan to annihilate Europe’s Jewish
population—known as the Final Solution. This journey from Germany to Poland follows the path of
destruction while honoring the resilience and vibrancy of Jewish life before the Holocaust. We will explore
Jewish heritage sites that tell the stories of thriving communities before the war, we will visit ghettos,
memorials, museums, and former killing centers, to deepen our understanding of how the Holocaust
unfolded—and the choices that made it possible. And finally, we will commemorate the lives lost, and honor
those who resisted and survived.
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For more information, contact
https://groups.goaheadtours.com/tours/zuug-shelly | 1-800-438-7672 | shellyc@mchekc.org

Your tour package includes

11 nights in handpicked hotels
Breakfast daily

2 lunches

3 dinners with beer or wine

7 sightseeing tours

Expert Tour Director & local guides
Private deluxe motor coach

Included highlights

Berlin Holocaust Memorial

New Synagogue-Centrum Judaicum
House of the Wannsee Conference
Lodz Jewish Ghetto

Majdanek Death Camp

Grodzka Gate

Zamosc Synagogue

Belzec Death Camp

Treblinka Death Camp

POLIN Museum of the History of Polish
Jews

Jewish Institute with Oneg Shabbat

Tour pace

On this guided tour, you'll walk for at least
3 hours daily across mostly flat terrain,
including paved roads and cobblestone
streets, with few hills or stairs.
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From Communities to Catastrophe: Tracing the Final

Solution with MCHE

13 days

Overnight Flight — 1 night

Day 1: Travel day
Board your overnight flight to Belin today.

Berlin — 3 nights

Day 2: Arrival in Berlin

Included meals: welcome dinner

Welcome to Germany! Get to know your Tour
Director and fellow travelers at tonight’s
welcome dinner.

Day 3: World War Il walking tour of Berlin

Included meals: breakfast, lunch

Join a local guide on a walk through history on

an insider’s tour of the city during World War |l

that will detail the rise and fall of Hitler and the

Third Reich.

« Start at the iconic Brandenburg Gate and the
Reichstag, symbols of Germany’s turbulent
past and democratic rebirth.

« Visit the Memorial of the Murdered Jews of
Europe and the Information Centre under the
Field of Stelae.

« Pause at the Holocaust Memorial and the
Homosexual Memorial, honoring lives lost
and stories often left untold.

« Stand at the former site of Hitler's Bunker and
the former Air Transportation Ministry, once
the headquarters of the Luftwaffe.

« Enjoy anincluded lunch at a local restaurant
with your group.

« Explore the Topography of Terror, located on
the grounds of the former SS and Gestapo
headquarters, where chilling history is
documented through exhibits and preserved

ruins.

Day 4: Jewish Heritage Sites & Wannsee

Conference site

Included meals: breakfast

Spend the morning visiting some of the city’s

most important and education Jewish heritage

sites.

« Enter the New Synagogue Berlin, a symbol of
the thriving Jewish community built in 1866.

For more information, contact

« Hear how the building’s historical listing
saved it from being burnt down in 1938 and
restores during the 90s.

« Stop by the permanent exhibit “Open ye
Gates” and view photographs and documents
of Berlin’s Jewish community of the past.

« Pay your respects at the Old Jewish
Cemetery, a historic burial ground that serves
as a poignant reminder of Berlin's Jewish
heritage.

This afternoon, travel to the lakeside villa where

the Wannsee Conference took place in 1942. A

local guide will lead you through the grounds and

provide insight into the chilling history of this
site, where senior Nazi officials coordinated the
implementation of the “Final Solution.”

Lodz — 2 nights

Day 5: Transfer to Lodz

Included meals: breakfast, dinner

Make your way to the city of Lodz, a cultural hub
in central Poland known for its rich industrial
heritage, vibrant arts scene, and poignant Jewish
history. Once you arrive, check into your hotel
and take some time to relax and settle in.

This evening, reconvene with your group to
enjoy an included dinner, served with beer or
wine, as you prepare for the next chapter of your
journey.

Day 6: Jewish history walking tour of Lodz

Included meals: breakfast

Immerse yourself in the profound Jewish

heritage of Lodz on a guided walking tour

through the city's historic districts. As you trace
the footsteps of a once-thriving community, your
expert guide will illuminate stories of resilience,
cultural richness, and the tragic events that
shaped this Polish city's complex past.

« Begin in the former Jewish Ghetto area,
where your guide will share stories of life
during the Holocaust and the resilience of the
community.

« Visit Bracka Street Cemetery, the largest
Jewish cemetery in Poland and one of the
largest in Europe, with thousands of

intricately carved tombstones and memorials.

« Stop at Radegast Station, a haunting site
where many Jews were deported during
World War I.

« See Reicher’s Synagogue, one of the few
surviving synagogues in Lodz, offering a
glimpse into the city’s once-thriving Jewish
religious life.

« Walk along Piotrkowska Street, the city’s
main thoroughfare, lined with historic
buildings and cultural landmarks.

« Enter Izrael Poznanski’s Palace, a grand 19th-
century residence built by one of Lodz's most

prominent Jewish industrialists.

Lublin — 3 nights

Day 7: Transfer to Lublin

Included meals: breakfast, lunch

Travel to Lublin, a city known for its beautifully
preserved Old Town and deep historical
significance, particularly in Jewish history. Upon
arrival, sit down for an included lunch. Then, the
rest of the afternoon is yours to spend however
you'd like—whether that means relaxing,
exploring the city’s charming streets, or
discovering a local café.

Day 8: Majdanek visit

Included meals: breakfast

Spend the day uncovering the sobering history

of World War Il with a guided visit to Majdanek

and a walk through Lublin’s Jewish Quarter.

« Visit Majdanek, one of the best-preserved
death camps in Europe, where a local guide
will lead you through the museum exposition
and the grounds of the former camp.

« Learn about the lives and stories of those
imprisoned here, gaining deeper insight into
the atrocities committed during the
Holocaust.

« Explore Lublin’s Jewish Quarter, including a
stop at Grodzka Gate—also known as the
Jewish Gate—which once connected the
Christian and Jewish parts of the city and
served as a meeting point of cultures,
traditions, and religions.

« Enjoy free time for a late lunch, with the
afternoon open for reflection or personal
exploration.

https://groups.goaheadtours.com/tours/zuug-shelly | 1-800-438-7672 | shellyc@mchekc.org



Day 9: Zamosc & Belzec

Included meals: breakfast

Venture beyond Lublin to explore the cultural

richness of Zamosc and the solemn history of

Belzec, two destinations that offer powerful

insight into Poland’s Jewish past.

« Travel to Zamosc, a Renaissance town known
for its unique architecture and deep-rooted
Jewish heritage.

« Join a guide for a tour of the city, learning
about the present-day Jewish community
and its historical significance.

« Visit the Zamosc Synagogue, a beautifully
preserved Renaissance structure now serving
as a cultural center.

« Continue to Belzec, the site of a Nazi death
camp central to Operation Reinhard.

« Take part in a guided tour of the Belzec
Memorial and Museum, where you'll learn
about the camp’s history and the lives
affected by its operation.

Warsaw — 3 nights

Day 10: Warsaw via Treblinka

Included meals: breakfast

As you travel from Lublin to Warsaw, pause for a
powerful visit to Treblinka, one of the most
significant Holocaust memorial sites in Europe.
Hidden in the forests northeast of the capital,
Treblinka was the second-largest killing center,
many of whom were deported from the Warsaw
Ghetto. A local guide will lead you through both
Treblinka | and Il, offering insight into the camp’s
history and its role in the Holocaust, as well as
the memorial that now stands as a solemn
tribute to those who perished.

Day 11: Jewish history tour of Warsaw

Included meals: breakfast

On a guided tour, get to know the Jewish history

Warsaw, a city all but destroyed during World

War Il and painstakingly rebuilt since 1944.

« Begin with a visit to the historic Nozyk
Synagogue, the only surviving pre-war
synagogue in Warsaw, which continues to
serve as a place of worship and
remembrance for the city’s Jewish
community.

« Walk through the former Jewish Ghetto area,

pausing at powerful memorials such as the

Umschlagplatz Monument, where thousands
of Jews were deported to killing centers, and
the Monument to the Heroes of the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising, honoring those who bravely
resisted Nazi forces in 1943.

« Enter the POLIN Museum of the History of
Polish Jews, a striking modern institution that
traces over a thousand years of Jewish life in
Poland through immersive exhibits and
personal stories.

« End with a walk through Warsaw’s Old Town,
a UNESCO World Heritage Site beautifully
reconstructed after World War |l, offering a

glimpse into the city’s layered history.

Day 12: Warsaw Jewish cemetery, Jewish
Historical Institute & farewell dinner

Included meals: breakfast, farewell dinner

This morning, head to the Warsaw Jewish
cemetery, one of the world's largest Jewish
cemeteries. After, continue on to the Jewish
Historical Institute for a self-guided tour. This
important cultural institution is dedicated to
preserving and sharing the history of Jewish life
in Poland, with rich archives and exhibitions that
offer insight into centuries of tradition, resilience,
and community.

Tonight, reflect on your trip with your group over
a farewell dinner, served with your choice of
beer or wine.

Flight Home

Day 13: Departure

Included meals: breakfast (excluding early
morning departures)

Transfer to the airport for your flight home.



