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WHAT IS IMPACT

Funders and lay leaders rightly focus on measurable impact: the numbers
of people who engage with MCHE programming, the knowledge they gain, and
whether our programs attract new learners while providing lasting value to those
who return.

But the impact of Holocaust education cannot be fully captured in numbers.
We can measure participation and learning, but true impact goes deeper. It is
about how people internalize the lessons of history and how those lessons shape
who they are and how they understand and interact with the world they live in.
That kind of impact is not quantifiable, but it can be felt.

In the last year, everyone connected with MCHE has felt that impact. There is
arenewed sense of urgency and commitment to this work. As we confront rising
antisemitism and Holocaust denial, and as the passage of time moves us from
lived memory to history, our team embraces its responsibility to ensure a careful
transmission of both the history and the lessons entrusted to us by the survivors.

We are deeply grateful to the MCHE community for making this work
possible. The measurable impact of the past year is remarkable, but we know that
the most meaningful measure of our success lies in the intangibles. Memory is not
passive. It is a responsibility. To remember is not only to look back, but to act to
confront hatred, to defend human dignity, and to ensure that the future is shaped
by the lessons of the past. This is the most important impact of MCHE'’s work.

THIS YEAR

WITH OUR SURVIVORS WE ...

Delivered B2
Rosh Hashanah
bags

Marked 67 survivor birthdays, including a
100“1 birthday for Sonia Warshawski

Hosted our third annual Yom Hashoah
Reception for survivors and their families

MIDWEST CENTER FOR
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION

MCHE maintains
a strong financial
position thanks to

the sustaining support of our
members who helped us achieve
the most successful membership
year in our 33 year history

&

earning
the match
for the
Herman
Family
Initiative -
matching

$50,000 in new

and increased memberships for the year.

&

support from the following grants

JEWISH COMMUNITY

FOUNDATION

OF GREATER KANSAS CITY

OF GREATER KANSAS CITY

f\/‘\i Jewish Federation
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AWARDS & CELEBRATIONS

2026 Holocaust Educator
of the Year

Honoring Jenny Buchanan, Lee's Summit North High School

In her nomination, Lauren H. noted that Jenny
“intentionally moves Holocaust education beyond historical
study and into moral reflection and civic responsibility. She
helps students examine not only what happened, but why it
happened — and what responsibilities individuals hold in the
face of injustice. Through careful analysis of choices made
by perpetrators, bystanders, rescuers, and victims, students
come to understand the power of individual agency and the
consequences of silence.”

To learn more about MCHE's honorees, please visit

Jenny Buchanan receiving the 2026 HEDY award from
MCHE's Laura Patton.

mchekc.org/educator-of-the-year/.

2026 Ruthie Research Scholars

Supporting Danielle Lucksted, Ph.D. candidate in Sociology at
Stony Brook University, and Maverick Huneycutt, Ph.D. candidate
in History at the University of South Carolina

Lucksted’s research explores
public history and memorialization of
both the Holocaust and racial violence
in the United States. Huneycutt’s
project examines complicit figures
of “coerced internal authority” in
the Holocaust and slavery in the
American South.

These projects offer a unique
opportunity to think about the
Holocaust through comparative
research. Rather than suggest a

competitive model that relativizes
suffering, their research asks

us to consider the patterns that
exist between incidents of mass
violence, genocide, fascism, and
memorialization across different

historical and geographic contexts. sasic e o

WHAT THEY'RE SAYING ...

“The guided self-study assignment MCHE built for us was,
honestly, one of the most demanding and most valuable
pieces of professional development I have completed in
20 years in education. I found myself relearning history I
thought I already knew, this time without the comfort of
hindsight. I was pushed to sit with the choiceless choices
faced by victims, to resist the urge to romanticize resistance
or rescue, and to hold onto precision of language even
when a simpler, less accurate word would have been easier
to reach for. Those are not abstract academic habits for me;
they are now the lens I will use every time I stand in front
of a classroom and teach this history”

JOHN C.
LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATOR AND KC TO DC PARTICIPANT
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“The first realization came from observing the eerie voids across
the landscapes which resulted from the deaths of so many
people. We saw this at the WeifSensee Cemetery in Berlin with
its abandoned graves, at the emptiness of Kazimierz and the
ghetto in Cracow, the abandoned landscape in the wet forest
at the Ponar site outside Vilnius, and the emptiness in the
architecture of Berlins Jewish Museum. The second realization
came from the stories of families. Several of our co-travelers
told stories of their families who survived, from his birth in a
displaced persons camp, to looking up a mother’ former address
in Vilnius. I'll also never forget seeing a gold locket found in the
dirt at the Treblinka camp. It once belonged to a real person.
Focusing on individual experience makes all the difference.”

MARKS.
2025 EUROPEAN STUDY TRAVELER



MCHE REACH

July 1, 2025 to June 30, 2026
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Delivered Worked with over Reached over Logged over
1 3 content 700 educators 3 ’400 students 1 73 ’00 0
presentations + dozens offering programs and with direct engagements
of Second Generation curricular support programming with our online
Presentations throughout the Midwest educational content

Charity ¥ 478 memberships totaling || Piatinum
Navigator ;r(e;g{siparency
$227,000

+ FOUR-STAR + in support for our mission Candid.

DIRECT PARTICIPATION

9,000 learners in all 50 states and multiple countries Intel:n.atlo.nal
participation
Argentina

Australia
Canada

England
France
Germany
Malaysia
New Zealand
Northern Ireland
Scotland
Spain
Switzerland
Trinidad and Tobago
Wales
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PROGRAM

HIGHLIGHTS

European Study Program 2025

Traveled with 21 learners to Berlin, Krakow, Warsaw, and Vilnius with

important visits to Sachsenhausen, Auschwitz, Treblinka, and Ponar. The :
Educators Anita Grant, Jordan Broxterman,

tour included visits to the home communities of 9 survivor family members and Angela Lea on the Auschwitz Legacy

traveling with the group. Fellowship with the Auschwitz-Birkenau
: Memorial Foundation

DC/Poland/New York

Provided wraparound educational
support for educators traveling on the KC
to DC program to the USHMM, nominated
3 area educators to travel to Poland with
the Auschwitz Legacy Fellowship with the
Auschwitz-Birkenau Memorial Foundation,

AR = .
Locating the building that - and sponsored the participation of 2 educators
was once home to survivor : attending the Lerner Fellowship Program with

Sonia Golad in Vilnius the Jewish Foundation for the Righteous.

T individuals participated in Worked with students at Supported writers in the Third Generation social event
the Generations Choir at Yom HBHA to share personal stories  first cohort of the Second — gathered the grandchildren
Hashoah — performing the of Holocaust survivors ahead Generation Writing Project and  of survivors together in
traditional songs which held of the choir's participation in hosted an exploratory session ~ community

deep meaning for the survivors ~ Yom Hashoah for Third Generation writers

Bar Associations reaching over 400 attorneys

* Provided supportive educational programming in Ellinwood, Kansas, for the USHMM exhibit Americans
and the Holocaust — including a multipart Lunch and Learn Series and a professional development

workshop for educators
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